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Israel jails Palestinian official 
for kidnapping 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) - An Israeli court Mon- 
day semeoced a Palesdniao security official lo five yeais in 

jaU for ta^appmg and torturing a Pilestiium 

peded of bemg an Israeli infonner. an Israeli official said. 
Moussa Mousiapha, a senior official in the Palestinian secu- 
riiy servi^ was convicted of ordering the abduction of an 
Ai^ resident of Arab east Jenisalem and taHng him to a 
Palestiman prison in Jeric^ earlier this year, said courts 
spdffisman Mosbe GoialL No Palestinian reaction was 
innnedialdy available. Arab east Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians cc^der their capital of a future state, was occu- 
pied by b^l in 1967, Israel is sensitive lo efforts by Pales- 
tinian National Authority to establish a foothold there. No 

fmfoer details on the case were available. 
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After oil, Iraq now rations 
gas cylinders 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi auti^iies decided Thesday 
to bring in ratkxiing on gas cylinders for domes^ iko, 
following a gimilar curb iznpo^ on pe&oL The oU rr^ 
istiy Iraqis would need to produce their lanoning 
(jjiids-— in use since the 1990*1^I Gulf crisis after die 
invasion of Kuwait — fiom Wsdnesday to purdiase gas 
cylindeis. A fomily of six mil have the rig^t to buy (me 
cylinder a month, it said. As part of its |MepaiatioDS for a 
possible VS. miliQiiy strike because of a showdown over 
UJ^. aims inflections, die dl ministiy also started 
rationing at petrol stations on Saturday. 
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Addressing closing session at MENA 

Regent calls for liberalisation of 
Palestinian economy, end to Iraqi 
people’s suffering ‘from sanctions’ 
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DOHA (Petra) — His Royal 
Hi^iness Cixs^ Prince Has- 
saiL die Regent, has called for 
the liberalisation of the Pales- 
tinian economy and freedom 
of the Palestinian people so 
that diey can live in an inde- 
pendent state on their national 
soil. 

The R^nt also called for 
an end to the suffering of the 
Iraqi pec^le expressing hope 
duct the present U cri- 
sis mil end through peacefiil 
means. 

The R^ent's call came in 
an address delivered to the 
dosing session of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit in Doha, 
read out on his behalf by 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Dewfopment Affairs and 
Minister of State for Prime 
Mini^ Affairs Jawad AnanL 
With reference to the 
MENA conference, die 
Regoit said that it coindded 
mdi serious develt^iments in 
die legrOD at a time when the 
Pslesdoian-Israeli peace 
nqeotiaiions are deadlocked 
and the Palestinian people's 
eccoomJc conditions d^^o- 
/ating. 

■‘We call for the liberalisa- 


tion of the Paleainian econo- 
my from all restrictions as 
called for by the intematicxial 
economic philosophy and if 
progress on the politilral level 
is hampered, the Palestinian 
economy should be fii^ and 
the Palestinians should be 
able to seek their way out of 
the present difficnlrifts and 
find solutions that would raise 
their standard of livin g and 
gumantee die basic elements 
of a decent life," said die 
R^nt adding tiiat 'The Pales- 
tinian pecpie deserve to enjoy 
freedom, independence and 
the chanite to l^d their own 
institutions on their national 
soU.” 

Referring to Iraq, the 
Re^t said: “We also turn 
our eyes towards the Iraqi 
people and their suffering 
resulting from the sapcrions 
and economic embargo and 
we h(^ that the present crisis 
will end peacefully and 
through diplomatic means. It 
is unreasonable to see 22 mil- 
Uon Iraqis subjected to sanc- 
tions; laddng medicine and 
food. yNc stand by our Arab 
brcHhers in Kuwait, (^atarand 
other Gulf states who have 
voiced tiidr rejection of the 


MENA participants call for 
progress on all tracks of peace 


By HiDd-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

DOHA — EqRessing soong 
commitment to die adiieve- 
ment cf a just, lasting and 
comprehensive praoe in die 
Midffie East, p^capants at 
the Fourth huddle East and 
North Africa (MENA) ccm- 
ference helcl in Doha diis 
week, resolved l\jesday that 
peace in the region must be 
achieved on die basis of the 
Madrid peace fomiula oX 
land-for-peace and United 
Ncuions Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. 


The Doha declaration, 
issued at the end of die three- 
day conference, called f^ 
progress on all tracks of die 
peaix process reafOnning the 
partka|»ins* (kitenninaticxi to 
uphold the agreements 
reached especially between 
Israel and tte Paitttinians. 

The Doha confluence was 
attended by delegates from 
65 countries and 850 lepce- 
sentadves of imemadonal 
and r^kmal business com- 
munities. The conference 
convened under die theme; 
“Creating a new public^pri- 
vaie parmership for trade and 


economic growth beyond the 
year2(X)a" 

The plenaries and diemaic 
sessions that took place dur- 
ing die conference were indi- 
cation tiiat gofveaimeots of 
die MENA regfod have 
embarked on economic 
re forms aimwt at enhanri^g 
the role of the private sector 
in running the ecmomy. ' 
Pardcqianis from the indus- 
trialised Noidi commended 


the steps the MENA states 
were taking to liberalise dieir 
markets, inchi&g 

((3oiitiiiiied <» pt^ 7) 


use of force and hope frr a 
just and peaceful end to the 
crisis.” 

Referring to the cuneot 
developmenis. be said: “The 
conference took place at a 
time when the r^cn wit- 
nessed more acts of violence;, 
bloodshed and victims failing 
in Egypt We dencxmce di^ 


violent acts, condemn the per- 
petrators and call for soti<^- 
ty to crmfront such acts. Islam 
stands against all fcMtns of 
violence and extremism 
because Islam is a rehg^ 
tolerance, ccasirucricMi, sci- 
ence and good deeds. We 
stand by our Egyptian broth- 
ers and share with them thdr 


sadness and grief.” 

These acts sbooJd open our 
Qres to many facts and stress 
that Arab citizens aspire for 
peace,secuiiiyandtrmiqinlfi- 
ty and seek an end to war and 
conflicts so that their 
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Aziz flies to Moscow in sudden change of plans 

Russia, Iraq forge plan to resolve crisis 
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Combined agency 
dispatches 

PRESIDENT BORIS 
Yeltsin and Iraqi Depu^ 
Prime Minister Taieq Aziz 
on Tuesday worked out a 
possible solution to the 
stand-off over U.N. 
weapons inspections, Russ- 
ian ^reign Minister Yevge- 
ny Primakov said. 

Speaking on ORT Televi- 
sion. Nfr. Primakov said “a 
plan has been worked out 
which, we think^ will avert 
an armed confrontation and 
resolve this crisis," 
although he did not go into 
specifics. 

The plan included “Iraq 
complying with U.N. reso- 
lutions" said Mr. lYimakov, 
^ding that “at the same 
time the work of the Special 
Commission must contin- 
ue." 

Mr. Primakov said the 
plan was the finiit of person- 
al contacts between Mr. 
Yeltsin and Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, who met 
in Moscow on Tuesday. 


“Yeltsin sent a message a 
few days ago to Hussein 
which contained a plan for 
a political solution to the 
crisis," Mr. Primakov said, 
adding that “this morning 
Aziz arrived with the 
reply.'’ 

The Russian foreign tmn- 
ister said Mr. Yeltsin bad 
ordered him to actively 
seek solutions to ±e crisis 
’^d told me to by and 
meet ffie foreign ministers 
of Britain, the United States 
and France. 

Tf physically I cannot 
manage it 1 will contact 
them personally by tele- 
phone," Mr. Primakov said. 

Pentagon sources in 
Washington, meanwhile, 
told CNN that a U.S.- 
manned spy plane flew over 
central Iraq without inci- 
dent, despite an Iraqi threat 
to shoot it down. The recon- 
naissance plane supports 
U.N. arms monitoring on 
the ground. 

Mr. Aziz, who made a 
(Continued OD page?) 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin shakes hands with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz before their meeting TUesday (Reuter photo) 


Egypt’s interior minister resigns as result of 
massacre; Mubarak admits security failure 
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UKOR (AFP) — Egyptian 
hscricir Ministo* Hassan A1 

Alfi resigned on Tuesday ibl- 
bwing an artark by Islamist 
ofliiants in Luxor whidi 
l^ned 68 pec^le, including 38 
^'^vrisis, sources close to the 
ptsidenf s office said. 

The of the stare securi- 

^ SQvioes, Gcnoal Habib A1 
was ^pointed as new 
minister (be same day. 

Goeial Alfi was ^^xfaued 
^ (he infetif^ imois&y in 

one year after Islamist 
Pffifants detenwineri m set up 
^ Islamist state in Eg^ 
“'®ched a violent anii-gov- 

mgnem campgign 

a viat <m Tbesday to 
^ of the massacre, 
^yptian ftesident Hosni 
Mubarak plei^ed to step up 


security. 

President Mubarak admitted 
that the security services in 
Tji yfv bad faiW to ppotert 
viritors to the soutbon resort’s 
archaeological sites and 
described security measures 
as a “joke.” 

“There were no secuniy 
pec^le here. This is a tourist 
legion and you are telling me 
the police were two Idlome- 
oes away? Tliis is a joke,” 
president Mubarak told seci> 
rity officials in fiont (a 
reporters. 

“What security? You have 
ftiled,” the president said on 
the site of Monday's carnage 

outside the ancient Pharaortic 

lemple of Haisb^ m 
Luxor’s Wley of the Quee^ 

’‘We are going to take high 


security measures,” IMdeot 
Muba^ said, adding that a 

security plan would be drawn 
up within 24 hours to fill the 

He also chaiged tiiat the 
assailants were “criminals not 
linked to Islam.” 

Egypt’s main Islamist 
group, the Jamaa Islamiyah, 
Hflimed reqionsibility for die 
attack which left 58 mainly 
Swiss, Japanese and Britisb 
tourists de^ 

’There is nothing called 
Jatnaa Islamiyah. Tbty are all 
crii Tiinflls pushed firm outride 
ity s(xne beads who are in 
ffime countries whose names 
1 don’t want to mention,” Fres- 
ideoi Mubarak said. 

Egypt has repeatedly 
accused Wfstem iiiiiioiw of 


providing haven to Tslamias 
wsmted m E^ypt in connection 
widi a bloody anti-goven- 
mert campaign bundled in 
1992 to set up an Iriamist 
state. 

“The entire wedd must 
cooperate and stand tqi to ter- 
rorism," PresideDt Mubarak 
said 

On Monday, President 
Mubarak ordered Prime Min- 
ister Kamal AI Ganzuri to 
cany out an urgent investiga- 
tion into the Luxer attadk, the. 
worst ever in EgyjX, and 
rqwiT back in 24 hours. 

Another Islamist oiganisfo 
tion,' Al fihad, warned in a ■ 
OQ Tues(b.y tiiat h, 
would also carry out attacks 
on tourivts. 


Israelis arrested 
for hanging 
anti-Arab 
posters 

TELAVW (AFP) — TWo 
right-wing Isradi militaiits 
were arrested Tuesday for 
hangjng posters calflng for 
the expulsion of Arabs from 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories and frH’ attach against 
the political left The two are 
members of the outlawed, 
anti-Arab Kakh movmDmu 
fanned Ity Rabbi Meir 
Kahana, wto was assassinat- 
ed in New Yoik Nov. .4, 1990 
by . .an Arab. Thousands of 
po^m were hung thiough- 
our Jenisalem in recent days 
annoiDcmg a memorial cer- 
emony-later Tuesday for 
Kahau-' on -'tile anniveiaaiy' 
of his death according to the 
Hebrew calendar. 


King, Netanyahu meet 
in London for ‘tajks on 
Iraqi-U.N. standoff’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amid 
rising tensiems in die Mid- 
dle East and stntined Jor- 
daman-Israeli relmions,'His 
Mqesity King Hnssein and 
bcttli Pri^ ' Minister 
B^amin Netaityahu were 
to ^d talks last night near 
Lcaidda. for the tet time 
fbliowing the Mossad's 
bunj(led assassination 
anenipt on Hamas leader 
Khal^ Misha’al in Amman 
less than two months ago. 

A Palace official con- 
firmed Tuesday that the 
meeting was to cake place. 
Details of the talks, howev- 
er, were not readily avail- 
able and Jordanian officials 
contacted did not disclose 
any further information on 
the event. 

According to tiie Israeli 
prime minister’s office, the 
meeting was set to dismiss 
the Iraq-U.N. crisis. Inter- 
national news agencies 



reported Tuesday that King 
Hussein would be stressing 
Israeli restraint In die cur- 
leut Iiaqi-UN. standoff. 

The meeting of the two 
leaders comes at a time of a 
virtual standstill ia the 
peace process. While 
attending the MENA Eco- 
nomic Summit in Doha, the 
Jordanian delegation was 


openly critical of Israeli 
policies towards the Pales- 
tinians in particular. 

King Hussein has levelled 
strong criticism against 
Prime Minister 

Netanyahu’s policies widi 
regards to the Palestinians 
in the past year. Subse- 
quent to the assassination 
attempt; however, Jordan- 
ian-laneli relations reached 
an all-time low, with the 
Jordanian regime express- 
ing its strongest condemna- 
tion of Israel’s policies. 

Various Israeli officials 
have recently voiced the 
possibility of an Israeli mil- 
itary strike against Iraqi tar- 
gets should tension with 
Iraq escalate. Talk of a 
‘preemptive strike' by the 
Jewish state against Iraqi 
weapons and missile sites 
has been hinted at by Israeli 
officials and the media. 


Sudan’s parliament calls on 
government to reciprocate 
liarsh U.S. sanctions 


IGJAigOUM (AFP) — The 
Sudimese parliament unani- 
mously condemned Mcxiday 
recent trade and eccmomic 
sanctions inqiosed by Wash- 
ington on Sudan and caUed 
on the govennnent to redp- 
rocate against the Unit^ 
States. 

This should ineliiri^ 
“restricting movements of 
American offieials in 
Sudanese temtories and 
p(xt$ and of American indi- 
yidnab serving with institu- 
tions and non-govemmental 
oiganisations (ipeitfing in 
Sudan.” 

The national assembly has 
also demanded measures for 
“freezing" ibe “suspicious” 


U.S. rote in the peace process 
in Sudan, arguing that it *^ias 
lost its cicdfljility” 

The pariiament also called 
for cootFoUmg of “unli- 
censed flying” tfU.S. planes 
over Sudanese airspace. 

But h rejected donands by 
some members for a ban on 
exporting Sudanese “Arabic 
gum” to the U.S., doring 
down U.S. companies, par- 
ticularly Pqisi and Coca 
Ctela, operating in Sudan and 
Stepping young Sudanese 
emigrating to the U.S. 

The governor of the Bank 
of Sudan, Abdullah Hassan 
Ahmad, told parliament, 
meanwhfle, that since the 
U.S. sanctions no transfers 


had been moved throufA 
U.S. clearing houses and 
bank accounts had been 
opened in cunendes other 
than the dollar, su(± as Swiss 
francs. 

Me Ahmad described the 
fineeze of assets as of “slight 
effect” on the Sudanese 
economy, noting tiiat die 
sanctions do not include the 
private banks. 

Imposing the curbs, Wash- 
ington said it was punishing 
the Islamist regime in Khar- 
toum for suppexiing terror- 
ism and for waging war 
against C2iristians in the 
south of the vast African 
country. 


Jewish settlers building new 
apartment block in Hebron 


OCXUPIEDJERUSAIJEM 
(AP) — Jewish settlers have 
b^un wtxk on the foundar 
tions of a new setdemetu in 
the Nestinian city of 
Hebron. 

The settlement will con- 
tain six units with a total 
floor area of about 1,(XX)- 
square metres, srid Ahmad 
Tfin, an adviser to Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
The building, to be called 
Beit Nahum, would be in 
one of the Jewish settle- 
ments near the town’s cen- 
tral market, Mr. Tibi told 


Israel’s Channel 2 TV. 

The TV showed work tak- 
ing place on the buUiUDg’s 
foundations. 

A spokesman for the set- 
tlers, Noam Amon, con- 
firmed the building plan. 
“We hope it will \x built, 
yes,” he said 

The Palestinians have 
been calling for a halt to all 
construction io Jewish set- 
tlements. The United States 
has also called for a “time- 
out” in building activity in 
the settlements, but Prime 
Minis ter Beny amin 


Netanyahu has so far not 
complied 

Hebron has been the scene 
of recurrent friction between 
Jewish settlers and tiieir 
Palestiman neighbours. 
About 400 settlers live in the 
city, surrounded by over 
130,000 Arabs. 

Most of the city was hand- 
ed to die Palestinian Naticm- 
al Autiiorily in January, but 
Israel continues to control 
the downtown area where 
the settlers, as well as thou- 
sands of Palestinians, live. 


Lebanese party advocating ^Greater 
Syria’ attacks Israeli-allied militia post 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Guenil- 
las of the National Syrian 
Social (NSSP) fired 

mortars on a post of 

Israri’s rtiurd Souifa Ldienoo 
Amty (SLA) militia in 
land’s self-prodaimed 
^isecnrity zone” in southem 
Trfumnn. an SLA source 


The attack, the first by die 
paity-since 19%. targeted an 
SLA position on ahUlover^ 
locddng the village of Ali 
Tldiei; but did not inflict 
casualties, the source said 
The secular NSSP — 
founded in 1^2 in Lebanon 
■— calls for the e.<tablishmeni 


of a Greater Syria, an entity 
which would be made up ^ 
Syria, Jon^ Lebanon, Iraq 
and Palestine. 

An NSSP statement said 
the party win cany out 
“other (peratioos a gainst the 
Israeli occupation... a 
forced time-ouL” 

Pnex- to 1990, the group 
laundied numerous anti- 
Israeli operations as part of 
the National Resistance 
Front, which included a 
number of leftist secular par- 
ties. 

Since then, foe resistance 
to Israel here has been main- 
ly led bv Muslim Shiite 


groups, maitdy the Iranian- 
backed HizboUah but 
the pro-Syrian Amal move- 
ment. 

AH Ldianese militias were 
disarmed after die end of 
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil 
war; except for HizboUah 
and Amal. 

On Nov. 3, Hirfinllah - — 
after its leader visited Iran — 
called on Lebanese of aU 
leUgions and poUtical affilia- 
tiois to take part in the fi gh t 

against the Israeli occupation 
of south Lebanon. 

Israel occupies foe zone to 

ward off cross-bcxder attacks 

on its northern teiritoiy. 


2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 19, 1997 



Bar-Dlan: PNA behind calls for Israel’s destruction 


TEL AVIV (AFP) Asenior 
aide to Ptime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
accused the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) on 
Tuesday of or ganising pro- 
Iraq street protests which fea- 
ture calls for Baghdad to 
attack and destroy Israel. 

‘There's no doubt that the 
demoDstradons for Saddam's 
benefit were done at least 
with the support of the Pales- 
tinian Auti^ty and mayte 


were organised by it,” said 
David Bar-Qlan, Mr. 
Netanyahu's media advisor, 
refening to Iraqi Presidem 
Saddam Hussein. 

“We arc very worried by 
the Palestinian sui^}Oft for 
Iraq and the call, actually, fOT 
the destruction of Israel.” 
Bar-Dlan said on Israel 
Radio. 

“The conclusion we 
reached a long time ago is 
that die Palestinian Author!^ 


doesn't want to educate the 
Pidesdnian peqile to si^jport 
peace, not in the kinder- 
garrens and not in the 
universities.” Mr. Bar-Dlan 
said. 

Palestinian groups have 
held a series of pro-Iraq 
demonstrations in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since 
the United States thiWuened 
retaliation afier Iraq refiised 
last month to acc^ U.S. 
mendTers of a UJ^. team 


tasked whh finding and 
destroying Daq’s weaptms of 
mass desDiiction. 

Tbe protests, attended by 
hundreds of Palestinians, 
have featured chants such as 
“Saddam, fire your misriles 
on Tel Aviv.” During tbe 
1991 Gulf war, Iraq fired 39 
Scud missiles cnto tbe Ibl 
Aviv r^ion, killing two peo- 
ple and injuring hundreds. 

The protesters also assailed 
U.S. policy towards Iraq and 


caUed for the lilting of bai^ 
trade sanctions imposed on 
Baghdad offer it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

The PNA has had no overt 
role in organising the demon- 
strations, altiiough the Fateh 
movenMt has t^n part 

The PNA cabinet and tbe 
elected legislature have 
issued statements jqjpealing 
for a peaceful end to the 
standofif between Iraq and the 
United Nations. 


AI criticises world community for 
indifference to suffering of Algeria-is 
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UAE likely to buy 
20 to 30 French-built 
Mirage jet fighters 


A n6 jet sorter p«- 
r.i: - " •' ■ ? -V ' vyvA^xOP Tbesday (Renters plioto) 


SHOP FROM AMERICA ’S 
FAVORITE GIFT BOOK! 




DUBAI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) is likely to order 20 
to 30 French-buiJt Mirage 
2000-9 jet fighters in the 
next two months, accord- 
ing to a top official of the 
UAE air force. 

*The natural evolution 
of the UAE’s air force 
requires the delivery of 20 
to 30 Mirage 2000.” the 
deputy commander in 
chief of the UAE air force, 
Kbaled Ben AbduDah, told 
the official Abu Dhabi 
newspaper Al Ittibad. 

He said the “the decision 
concerning the purchase 
and number of aircraft wiU 
be taken in the next 
months,” without provid- 
ing details. 

Mr. AbduDah said the 
purchase would be part of 
a contract worth $2.5 bil- 
Don for the modernisation 
of the UAE's air force. 


He added that the UAE 
could also make ‘*in the 
first half of next yeaf’ a 
decision on acquiring 80 
new-generation polyvalent 
comtet aircraft which it 
wants to give to its air 
force at the start of the 
next decade. 

The newsp^er quoted 
Mr. Abdullah as saying 
Monday that tbe Emirates 
had decided to include tbe 
Russian-built Sukhdi-37 in 
the list of aircraft it might 
include in the $6 to $8 bil- 
Uon worth of purchases for 
next dele's expansion. 

Other jet fighters com- 
peting for a share of the 
lucrative UAE purchases 
are the French-built 
Rafale, the U.S.-built F- 
16, and the joint-European 
built Eurofighter (con- 
structed by British, Ger- 
man, ItaDan and Spanish 
companies). 


AMMAN (J.X) — ‘The 
civilian population in Algeria 
is increasiDgly caiigbr up in a ' 
growing spi^ of violence, 
vdiich in the past year has 
irached unpiec^ot^ levels. 
Up to 80,(X)0 people have 
brutally ki^ since tbe 
beginning of tbe ctHiOict in 
1992. In tile past year vio- 
Jence has taken a new and ter- 
rifying turn with tile massacre 
of thousands of civilians,” 
Amnesty International (Al) 
said in a press release yester- 
day. 

AI said h uman ri ghts abuses 
by security foices, state- 
aimed militias , nnri aimed 
groups calling themselves 
“Islamic groups” are increas- 
ingly widesfnead. Killings, 
torture, “dis^pearances” 
abduction and deatii thceats 
have been part of daily life in 
Algeria in the past few years. 

‘The in ternational commu- 
nity has tomed its bock on the 


Algoian human rights 
tragedy. Such Indiffeience in 
die face of so much honw is 
an abdication of their respon- 
sibility towards tbe Algman 
people, Piene Sane. Secre- 
tary General of Amnesty 
Intematitmal said. 

On Tuesday, the Algerian 
{xess reported tiiat militants 
silt the dsoats of 11 people in 
attacks over the past two days 
in western Algerian a^ 
southeast of the capital. 

AFP quoted Aida’s La 
Tribune newspaper as saying 
diat eight petple were killed 
at a roadbicok erected near 
M'sila, southeast of Algiers, 
cm the road to the town of 
Djeelik 

The agency quoted other 
newspapers as saying three 
more were kiDed 1^ Sunday 
in the village of Zouya, on the 
AJgeriaii-MOTOCcan bender, in 
the western region of Ma^ 
nia. 


In its repMt released on 
Ttiesday under the title "Alge- 
ria: GvUian p^lation 

caught in spiral of violence,” 
tile oiganisation caUed for an 
intwiMri n fiai investigation 
into recent massacres and 
other abuses to reveal die 
tniih about win is responsible 
for these atrocities and to 
poim tbe way forward. Fol- 
lowing tills a long-term 
human rights plan should be 
developed to bring about 
change. 

The report documents a 
complex reality of violence 
and counter-violence in a con- 
flict which has claimed tens of 
tiiousands of lives and which 
has often been unre ported doe 
to censorship and inanipuia- 
rion of “security-relied” 
inbimation, denial of access 
to the country and strict sur- 
veillance a^ lesnictions 
inposed on media and human 
rights groups. 


Iraq winner in arms standoff — papers 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
scored a '*iesoundiag political 
and diplomadc triun^” in the 
tfaiee-wedk-old crisis over 
U>1. anns inspections, Iraqi 
newspapers said on Tuesday. 

has hqjpened to 
America and Biittun,” tbe gov- 
ernment newsp^KT Al 
Jumbouriya said in a front- 
page editorial entitled “^k> 
wins tile battle?” 

‘If America attacks Iraq, it 
win fece severe condemnation 
from various world countries- 
if it retreats and brokers an 
agieemem tiirough the U or 


direedy with Iraq, this means 
victoty of peace axi dialogue,” 
the editodaL written by 
edi(or-in-diieC Salah AI 
Mukhtan ‘This comprehen- 
sive diift in Iraq's fevour 
proves that Preadent Saddam 
Hussein’s calculations are IX 
per cent right while America's 
calculations are IX per cent 
wrong,” the p^Jer said. 

A1 Iraq newspaper said tiie 
U.S. was the lo^ in the epris 
over Ba^xiad's etqxilricxi of 
American arms momtcis. 
“America has lost when it has 
pushed for a ocxifiontatioo and 


the use of force,” the paper 
said. 

It said the U.S. and the chief 
UJ^f. arms in^iectoi: Richaid 
Butler, had *^q)ped together 
into the abyss of Mure.” 

Newspapers published a jxc- 
tuce of President Saddam 
chriiing a Monday meeting of 
Iraqi leaders to discuss tbe cri- 
sis. The papers said that ‘1(1111- 
irig the meeting, tire political 
shuaticHi was discussed and die 
letters sent to tiie President 
frexn Ins bret hr en Arab presi- 
dents and monarchs were 
reviewed” 


Take 15% OFF 

orders placed between November 17-24. 

w#tu> 

A world of choice delivered to your home 

Amman. Mecca Street, (next to Social Security) Aromex Building Tel. 5538572 


Good on pudinsas from America^ La>goH GAi Cninlog only. TNc 
dheouM not ipply (o m tolonfrv pages 3X • 349, 356 • SB, 510 • 514, 
and 665. AaraadM. aadTbMn, Siwier Team Outtm o ai. VUua ngM 
lilow ia n Ols n or OHi CacBtoHa I rmy no) ba used m eemMiaian nWi 
any cdiafJCPenneyclaaaiaa. Of oBar. Oder good iW5Wo» aa. 1997. 

' Good on meicBaniJio puienasod from tno 1997 jCPamoy Ovtaanaa CataioG 


JCPenney 


CKTAUDG' 


Arafat’s health problems again raise question of successor 


Ify ESas Zananiri 
injmisalem 

PALESnNIAN OFHOALS in public 
have nanained silent and piefesred not to 
coninDent Oil press repeats, rnostiy coniiiig 
from Israeli papers, diat a power snug^ 
has already started witii tbe I^esdne 
National Authority (IMA) and tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Oiganisatioa (HX)). 

do not see ary reason why stxjuid we 
busy ourselves with this gos^” said a 
senkx’ meniber of tite Palestinian L^isia- 
tive CoundL He added tfaat the PNA laws 
are very dear in stating that caice PNA 
Prerideot Yasser Aiafet disappears from 
the political scene, the spnloBr Ibe 
Palestinian Legislative CouocQ (PLC) 
would take his post for an inerim period 
of two monrixs . In other words, the I^les- 
tinians aliearty have a rqdacement for Mr. 
Arafet, and that is Ahmad (^ourd (also 
known as Abu Ala'.) 

But Palestinian spokesmen have 
ridiculed zepocts of Mr. Arafet's ailing 
healtir cotxfiiioa and blamed such reports 
ID Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and his media advisor in per- 
son. I^vid Bar DaiL 

Some of tbe iqxxts faiiited that Jibril 
R^oub, commander of the Preventive 
Security in tie Bank, is one (rf die 

rawtiriatwfi (Q SUCCeod Mt ASSfH bUt 
acxxxdmg to PLC jseriiber Hatemi^idiil 
Qadec, Colonel Rryoub *is a miliiaiy man 
and be cannot run for president unless 


be quits his job.” 

CoL R^oub himself has beocone a cen- 
tre of ddiate with Fateh, the mamsneam 
PLO movement, fblknving a dedsioo 
taken recendy by tbe movemenf s Revo 
lutiooaiy Courxnl to freeze his member- 
sbip in Ibe coundl for 45 days. 

No details were avaSiaUe on wity the 
dedskm was taken but sources within 
Fatd) said that CoL R^oub bad bidlc up a 
number of foes whhiQ Fateh wbo see in 
him a real direat to their status and influ- 
ence in tire nxivement. 

Palestinian sources said the dedsioo to 
freeze CoL R^oub's membership was 
taken by a special committee ^:^)ointed 
by President Aiafat in order ID calm down 
power sliu^es in Fateh and in fece of 
rqx)its on Me Arafet's state of heahL 

Ml Abdul Qader arxl another PLC 
member. Hussam Khader, bad recently 
visited Thnis where thty met with FLO 
Political Department head Farouk Qad- 
doumi to discuss vntii him future of tbe 
Palestinian power stn^gle after Ml 
ArafeL 

Ml Qadrinnmi. who has refrained from 
coming to die Palestinian National Coun- 
cil (PNC) areas out of his opposition to tbe 
Oslo accords, was quoted as saying d^ 
be would prefer to see sqmale elections 
conducted to choose tire president tbe 
PNC on one hand and the FLO bead on 
the olbeL At the moment, Ml Arafet holds 
both positions but marry Palestinian 
believe that none of the current leaden is 


popular enot^ to succeed Ml Arafat in 
both of diem. 

Besides. Abdul evader believes ti» PLO 
should remain the poGtical bocb* that rep- 
resents die Palesfeiiahs abroad and the 
one vtitib whom Israel should n^otiate 
tbe flnal status of tbe Palestinian-tetrito- 
lies. He srid that Mr. Qaddoumi is fee 
rnost ^tptopdate candklaiB te beoxne the 
head cf tire FlO Execisive ComndiiBe. 

Other candidaies whose iiames are late- 
ly mmtioaed as prxential successors to 
I^. Arafet include Mahmoud Abbas, Abu 
Mazen, who is sometimes refeoed to as 
Man Number Two in the Palestinian lead- 
ership. Ml Mazen'has been very careful 
lately and has not given aity statement feat 
would mate him invetived in the presou 
power struggle witbm die rank and file of 
the PNA. 

Tbe question of who will succeed 
Anifec is as old as tbe PLO iisdf. But late- 
ly, many rqpons ^pote of the Parkmsan's 
disease; a cfaronic ailment of the nervous 
system. 

Tbe (fisease expresses itselt among 
other things, in ifae form of a ‘Inasked 
fece” (a fece wtitixrut expression) and wdih 
shaky body pans. 

Witii die Rale stiman media tt)dqg K> 
keq> away of tins sensilive issue, Isiadi 
press has brought extensive rqxxts on tus 
health condilioa. But according to intelU- 
genoe ejqtens in Israd, Mr. Ac^'s life is 
not in dmger. Bora ooncluskns reached 
lecenfly in Israel’s inteUigenoe unit, it 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773m-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10 Jonny Quest 

14:30 Super Oave 

15:00 Secrets ofTreasure Island 

15:30 Spell Binder 

IS:40 Monsters Today 

16:10 Border Town 

16:30 Neighbours 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:N News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Doc. — High Tech 

Culture 

20:00 Comedy — Some 

One Like Me 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 Kung Fu 

22:X News in English 

22:30 Land's End 

23:15 American Gothic 


PRAYER TIMES 




Church of the AnnundatioD 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Cliureh TeL 622366 
AngUean Gmrcb Tel. 652826. 
Armeoian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephrahn Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International 
Churoh Tcl. 5516245 
Evangelical Lotheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Chnrdi of Natarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangefical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 8 1 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 


(M:42 

Fajr 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

06:03 

(Sunrise)Duha 


11:21 



14:14 



16J9 

Maghreb 

WHEATHER 

17:59 


Bulteiin supplied by the 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
TeL 632785. 

SL Joseph ChOFCh Tel. 624590 


Tcmperanires are expected to 
drop slightly, .skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy, and winds 
southwesterly moderate to 
active. Scattered showers are 
expected in the northern 
regions occasionally extend- 


ing to central areas. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy, 
winds southerly moderate, and 
seas rough. 

Amman 10/18 

Aqaba .....14/27 

Deserts .08/20 

Jordan Valley 13/24 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 28 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 46 per 
cent, Aqaba 26 per cenc 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
night DUTY 

Dr. Abbas/UHaHm .885446 

Dr. Arafet AI Ashhab ..»,.602507 
Dr. AymanAIMulitaseb 875748 

Dr. JamalJharah 847351 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharma^ ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 6370SS 

Al Saiaiii pharmacy ..636730 
Yacoub pharma^ .....644945 
Shwipicani phanua^ 6376X 

Nafroulth pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. FawziAbulBaija .-252970 

Al Quds phanuacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. %'coDbAlKbatib 991772 
Khalifeb pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661H1 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 19Z 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

High way Police. 843402 

IVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Comphints 6058X 

Price Complaints. 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787111 

Telqtbone Information 
(directory assistance) ......121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs. 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
66II0I 

Jordan Tdevision . — 773111 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority -.6801X 

Jordan Electridty Authority 
8IS61S 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight ftiformation OS- 
532X 

Queen Alia IntL Airport OS- 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813^2 

Kbalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Aldleh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362- 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmelsani Hoq>itai 669131 
UmversityHd^dtal S45S45 
ALMiiasher Hos|dtal667227/9 
The Idami^ Abdafi 66612f^7 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

ilriiai^AI-Mah^ieenTTTlOlfl 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka.. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674ISS 

Hie Arab Centre fm- Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hos|dtal 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)9X560 

ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
Al Ifikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Dm Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)2471X 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This informatioD is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation d^xtrtment ac fee 
Queen Alia Intemational Air- 
port Tel. (08)532X where . it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phooe 0$ 
(527X) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 .....Damascus (RJ) 

08:35 LarnacaiRT) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:40 Dubai, Abu DhabL Doha (RJ) 
15ri)0 New York, Amsieiriam (RJ) 

16:35 — JFrankftirt (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:45 ....Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 .Brussels, Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 LondoD. Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 .Rome(RJ) 

23:10 JBeinit(RJ) 


Sgg ' ' 


00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest (RO) 

09:30 C:airo(MS) 

09:30 AI’Arish(PF) 

l<h]5 Doha, Ai Hudaidah (TV) 

lO-JO Jeddah (SV) 

10:50 .....Kuwait (KU) 

13:10 .lluiis (TU) 

13:25 Doha, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:50 - .Tcl Aviv (LY) 

14:30 Doha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 .Algiers (AH) 

16:05 KarachL Abu Dhatn (PK) 

20:10 - - Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ..Baris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

23:15 London (BA) 

23:30 ....London, Beirut (BA) 
23:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 ..Aqaba (RW) 

09H15 ..Amman (QAlA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Marita Aii^ 
port) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21-.20 _.«Aqaba (RWj 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
portHRW) 


DEPARTURES 

08:25 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

W:45 .Rome(RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:00 Istanbul 


t^ipeais Ml Aiafei is suffering Grom ner- 
vous system damage incurred during a 
plane ciarii in die early 1990s. 

Fcdlovdng tbe accidroL Mr. Arafet suf- 
fereda sttote Surgety foUenvir^ feeoasb 
reteved some of fee Ucxxl leaking iotp his 
brain, but feen he hod. to undergo siiralar 
suigeiy ^K»tly aflenvaids. 

Tbe enable external {feeixaneQon. 
including the light shaldng of one hand 
and one leg, shaking Ujk, a lad: of con- 
centraticxL a rideward glance and a lack of 
contrd over bis facial inusdes are attrib- 
uted to the same nervous tysiem damage. 

Many believe that since Mr. ArafeL 68, 
anived in fee territories, be bas been uixler 
severe pressure, having to deal wife much 
nxxe he did back in 'ftmis. 

Close aides to Ml Arafet admit that tbe 
pfeadem, to a consideiaUe exteoL does 
not have tbe capabilities be oace had. but 
still tfiey insist that lus hMiiti ^ituflrinn is 
ixxiiiaL 

“He is much less patieoL more edgy. He 
doesn't have tbe strength for conflict he 
once bad in tbe past aixi he is much more 
exhausted,” one aide said. 

Nabfl Shaath, Arafet's dose advis- 
ee, said tfaat ‘Svboever vUodrs 22 hours a 
day eaxmot be sick. It would be enough if 
you knew his daQy sdiedule for the last 
two days to uixkxstand a adc man would- 
n't be ^le to handle this pace.” 


19:30 .Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 Beirut (RJ) 

2(k05 ...Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 ...Bombay (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

21:X Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai, Mu^ (RJ) 

22:45 .Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

X:35 ........Ainsierdam (KL) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

06:35 Lamaca(CY) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

08i5 — London (BA) 

10:30 Clairo (MS) 

10*J0 JU 'Arish (PF) 

11:15 Al Hudaidah, Aden (lY) 

12:00 .......Kuwait (KU) 

12:TO — Jeddah (SV) 

14:10 .Tunis (TU) 

14:20 ...Shariqah (AH) 

15:15 .Bahrain, Muscat 

1S:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

15^ — DohafQR) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19 JO Abu DhaU, Karachi (PK) 
23 JS ..Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 , — ^mman (Marka Air^ 
pon)(RW) 

®8:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09:30 ..Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
16:45 ..Axriman (Marka Air- 
pon) (RW) 

*7s5S -Tel Aviv (RW) 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
Aqaba (RW) 
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SP*®**®** ®*" Upper House of Parlia- 
S5Sf ® *®ct“re at the JubUee School oa leadership. Mr. 

features and requirements that decision-makers 
shMild possess in order to carry out their national duties properly (Petra photo) 


*rince Firas opens conference 
xamining future role of 


w 


AMMAN iJ.T.) — HRH 
Prince Fuas Ben Ra'd opened 
a nursing conference in 
Amman Tuesday b>' stressing 
Jordan’s continued drive, 
'botb in outiook and in 
action, to build a brighter 
future for the coming genera- 
tions in the next mUlenniuriL'' 

Scmding in for Her Majesty 
Queen Noor at the opening 
session of the Third 
Internationa] Nursing Confer- 
ence, endded ‘'Nursing: 
Towards the Year 2(XX)," 
Prince Hras said “a ben^ 
place [for humanity] can be 
reached with coUective action 
and global goodwill. 

'The public health chal- 
lenges of our changing world; 
denning pockets of poverty, 
chronic malnutrition. AIDS 
and other infectious dis- 
eases...urban stress, land 
degradation and defonesia- 
tioru ozone dqjletion and 
global warmmg. civil wars 
and wide-scale ' rape ' as a 
weapon of war...demand 
glot:^ nesolve. immediate 
action, and..suscainable 
development.'* he said. 

Prince Firas. who is the 
health secretaiy of His 


Majest)’ King Hussein, said 
Jordan has been “at the fore- 
Iront of countries searching 
for a stable and peaceful Mid- 
dle East, free of war. misery, 
and conflict, a Middle Ea.st 
able to focus its efifoits on 
developing the potential of its 
peoples.” 

Referring to health care, he 
said nursing is an integral pan 
of health care and is essential 
for both "caring" and “cur- 
ing." He expn^sed hope that 
all the themes included in the 
agenda will be coveted in- 
(£pth. 

Italian ambassador 

Francesco CeruiJi addressed 
the meeting, st£^g that his 
country has consistently been 
one of the major donors to 
Jordan, especially in the 
health sector. 

He noted that Italy has been 
providing technical assistance 
to the “clinical instructors" 
project, which be said has 
been successfully operating 
for over ten years in the major 
Jordanian public hosjfntals 1^ 
contributing to the develop- 
ment of continuing education 
and upgrading of nursing in 
the country. 


“I wtHiId like to recall on 
this occasion the new hospital 
in Karak, which was inaugu- 
rated last year, and the large 
number of scholarships 
have been granted to Jcxdan- 
ian doctors to allow them to 
study and specialise in Italian 
universities," said the ambas- 
sador. 

He said be was sure that 
“the Italian presence in this 
sector will continue and that 
we will be able to share our 
experiences and our capabili- 
ties with the televant JOTdan- 
ian oiganisatioDs." 

The two-day conference is 
scheduled to discuss topics 
related to nursing in tiie com- 
ing century, including modem 
research work in nursing, pro- 
moting the profession, and 
other issues. 

The delegates attending the 
meetings at the Uoivosity of 
Jordan represent Saudi Ara- 
bia. Qatar. 83 ^ 0 . Iraq, South 
Africa, Palestine, the U.S„ the 
Philippines, Itttiy, Pal^tan. 
Onuu. Iran, Indonesia, 
Bahrain, Sweden, Canada, 
the U.K., LebancHi, and 
Switzeriancl in addition to 
Jordan. 


Higher court puts off implementation 
of PPD decision to replace editor 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Higher Court of Justice 
yesterday delayed the 
implementation of an exec- 
utive order by the head of 
(he Press and Publications 
Department (PPD) to 
replace Taher Adwan, the 
editor of A1 Arab Al Yawra. 
pending the outcome of a 
trial to hear his case. 

Al Arab Al Yawm bad 
petitioned the court to 
annul the PPD's decision, 
which cited Article 13 of 
the Press and Publications 
Law as the basis for 
requesting Mr. Adwan's 
replacement. 

Article 13, as amended by 
the government in May. 
requires editors-in-chief to 
have at least ten uninter- 
rupted years of experience 


in journalism. 

In its petition, Al Arab Al 
Yawm argued that Mr. 
Adwan's credentials were 
approved by the govern- 
ment even aher ±e amend- 
ments were introduced, and 
as such, the PPD's decision 
contradicted that taken in 
June under the same cir- 
cumstances. Mr. Adwan's 
case was defended by the 
company's lawyer Hanna 
Niddeh. 

Another requirement of 
the law, which required 
weekly papers to raise their 
capital to JD300,0(X) by 
Aug. 15. resulted in the sus- 
pension of 13 weeklies. 

Only one. Al Majd. man- 
aged to raise its capital 
before the deadline for the 
revocation of their licences 


on Nov. 15. 

The rest are still petition- 
ing the Higher Court to 
reverse the suspension 
decision on the grounds 
that either the temporary 
law was unconstitutional 
or that the newspapers did 
in fact comply with its pro- 
visions concerning the cap- 
ital. 

The president of the 
court. Judge Farouq Kilani, 
has set Sunday as the date 
to band down his decision 
on the matter. 

it was not immediately 
known whether a date has 
been set for hearing a law- 
suit that Al Arab Al Yawm 
has tiled agdnst the dep^- 
ment following its decision 
to request Mr. Adwan’s 
replacement. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


FILM 

* Children's film “Rosie and Jim" at the British 
Council Jabal .Iranian at 5KX) p.m. 

Fmna Jordanian theatre 

FESTIVAL 

* Play entitled The l^fedding Night of Electra" 
at the Royal Culnnal Centre at 8.*00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Citildren’s ma-rical performance “Music to 

Look At and Objects to Listen To'* Dutch artist 

Warden Groenveld ai &00 p.m. details on 
vauie call the Neriierla^s Embassy Tel. 
5930525). 

EXHmrnoNS 

* Paintings iy Saadi Al Kaabi at Orient Gallery 
CreL681303/4),undlDec.4. 

* ExhilHlions of prints by Algerian artist Rashid 
Knaishi and calligraphy by Iraqi amst Hassar 
Mas'oudi (followed by signing ceremony of the 
book “A Nation in Exile") at Darat Al Funun. 
JabaP^*bddi at 6:00 p.m. (until Dec. 3 1 )■ 

* TVstrait *97' — works by over thirty Arab 
atisis at OriaK Ait Gallery. Umm Uiheina, until 


Nov. 30. 

* Wotks by Khalid Khreis at Instiano Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* Exhibition of waUhangjngs and weavings by 
Bashar Kathem and others' at Non* Al Hussein 
pDund^on, off Wadi Street (Tel. 69913 1/2) 
until Dec. 4. 

* lutings by Bahija Al Hakim at Hammurabi 
Alt Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 553609S), until 
Nov. 21 

* “Journey ^^^thin" by Pakistani artist Gulgee 
and his son, sculptor Amin Gidgee, at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts (Tel 630128), until 
Dec. 15. 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz 
at Darat /U Fimin, Ji^ Weibdefa. until Dec. 3 1 . 

* Works by Syrian artist Khaled Al Maz at Bal- 
adna Art Gaileiy. Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598). 
until No\'. 22. 

* Bani Hantida fall exhibition ’Encounter (dis- 
playing rugs designed Japanese textile designer 
Tomoko lyoda) at Bani Hamida House, Jabal 
Amman, until Nov. 25 (Tel. 658696/7). 

* Exhibitioa of wicker accessories from Wadi 
Rayon, handicrafts and gift items at the Joidan 
Rivers Designs showroom (Tel. 613081). until 
Nov. 23. 

* Paintings by Paavx Cadennec at the French 
Cultural Centre. Jidol Amman, until Nov. 2a 


NCP head announces formation of 


second centrist parliamentary bloc 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With less 
than two weeks until the 
convening of Parliament, 
expected for Nov. 29, a 
second centrist bloc, gath- 
ering around 20 deputies, 
was announced yesterday. 

The bloc, named Al 
Wifaq (The Accord), 
**aims to enhance democ- 
racy and respect of the 
people’s right of free 
expression, as well as 
secure the [bloc] mem- 
bers' consensus on nation- 
al issues," National Con- 
stitutional Party (NCP) 
Secretary General Abdul 
Hadi Majali was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as saying. 

According to Petra, Mr. 
Majali pledged that Al 
Wifaq “will try to find 
solutions to outstanding 
issues of public concern 
and submit them to Parlia- 
ment in order to make 
them priorities on the gov- 
ernment's agenda." 

The establishment of the 


bloc was announced fol- 
lowing a meeting at Parlia- 
ment earlier yesterday 
attended by, among others, 
NCP Deputy Secretory 
General Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeb (Irbid), 

Mohammad Thweib 
(Amman 2nd District), 
Abdullah Jazi (Southern 
Bedouins), Mifleh Ruhei- 
mi (Jerash), Nomon 
Ghweiri (Zaiqa), Ghazi 
Obeidat (Rarotha and Bani 
Kinaneh), and Rasbed 
Baraiseh (Amman 1st Dis- 
trict). 

Mr. Majali reportedly 
said the bloc will meet in a 
few days to elect a 
spokesperson, a secretary, 
and a president. He also 
added that contacts with 
other deputies interested in 
joining the bloc are still 
under way. 

Earlier this week, 14 
independents announced 
the establishment of anoth- 
er centrist coalition in the 
newly-elected 13th Parlia- 
ment, the National Bloc. 

Another three blocs, two 
of them centrists and one 


grouping opposition 
deputies, are also in the 
making. 

Some deputies, however, 
do not seem, ready to join a 
bloc before the first four- 
month ordinary session of 
Parliament i.s convened. 

“We are not in a hurry’ to 
finalise a bloc. Many col- 
leagues are new and we 
are still getting to know 
each other," said Khalil 
Haddadin. one of the 
architects of the projected 
opposition bloc. 

According to Mr. Had- 
dadin, who is also Secre- 
tary' General of the Jordan- 
ian Arab Ba'aUi Socialist 
Party, “more than a dozen 
deputies" are participating 
in the discussions for such 
a bloc. 

Among them. Mr. Had- 
dadin named the only two 
Muslim Brotherhood 
members who ran in the 
Nov. 4 elections, Abdullah 
Akaileh (Tofileh) and 
Mohammad Azaydeh 
(Madaba). both of whom 
were expelled for defying 
the movement's boycott 


directive. 

Other deputies likely to 
join the projected bloc are: 
Jordanian Unionist Demo- 
cratic Party's Bassam Had- 
dadin (Zarqa), Ba'athist 
Nasha'at Homameh (Mad- 
aba), and leftists Moham- 
mad Baiaineh (Irbid) and 
Mohammad Adhayleh 
(Karak). 

Mr. Haddadin said there 
are two candidates for 
speaker of the Lower 
House among these 
deputies: Khaled 

Tarawneh (Karak), former 
senator and director of the 
Civil Defence Department, 
and Dr. Akaileh. 

However, “we have not 
yet reached a final agree- 
ment on either forming a 
bloc or on choosing one 
candidate for the speaker- 
ship." Mr, Haddadin told 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Tarawneh, as the 
oldest deputy in the 13th 
Parliamenl, will be chair- 
ing the first session, before 
the election of the new 
speaker, according to par- 
liamentary regulations. 


Meanwhile. former 
Lower House Speaker 
Sa'ed Huyel Srour. another 
candidate for the .speaker- 
ship, said a third centrist 
bloc, under his leadership, 
could be announced as 
early as today. 

A fourth centrist bloc is 
being negotiated under the 
leadership of Ali Abul 
Ragheb (Amman 3rd Dis- 
trict), a former minister of 
industry and trade. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb told the 
Jordan Times that his bloc 
should be finalised “in u 
matter of days." but 
declined to provide other 
details. 

Though the new Parlia- 
ment seems set to be divid- 
ed in the same number of 
blocs as the previous legis- 
lature. observers and 
deputies have noted that 
four of the five po.ssible 
blocs would not differ 
much from each other and 
thus anticipate little parlia- 
mentary debate over key 
issues, such as economic 
reforms and normalisation 
of ties with Israel. 


Jordanian firm concludes $25 million 
deal with Qatari company at Doha 


Jordanian- 
Bahraini 
higher 
committee 
to meet 
this month 

AMMAN (P^l — TheJor- 
daniun-Bahraini Joint Higher 
Committee is schi^ed to 
convene in Amman near the 
end of this month under the 
coKAairmanship of Prime 
. Mini^ Abdul Salam 
and Sh«ikh ' Khalifa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa, die 
Bahiaini (xtnne rninister. 

A source at the Ministry of 
Indusoy and Trade said the 
two sid« will sign five agree- 
ments dealing with encourag- 
ing and protecting invest- 
ments, pseveming dual taxa- 
tion, and co(^)erating in the 
fields of customs a^ land 
transport and will conclude 
an executive {xogramme on 
cultural and scientific cot^ier- 
ation through 1999. 

The agrrements will also 
cover e&K^on, higher edu- 
cation, culture, sports, youth, 
tourism, and information, 
according to the source. 

The Minisoy of Industry 
and Trade held a preparatory 
meeting to discuss the topics 
an the higher committee's 
agenda. 

The source noted that the 
two countries maintain trade 
exchanges in in^lementation 
of trade agreements that 
exempt a long list of com- 
modities from customs 
duties. 

Jordanian ejqxnts id 
Bahrain amounted to JD14 
million in 1996, while Jor- 
danian imports totalled JD20 
million. In the first seven 
months of this year, Jordan 
exported JD6.3 million woctii 
of products to Bahrain and 
imported JD5.8 million 
w(^ of Bahraini goods, the 
source stated. 

According to Samir 
Omeish. acting secretary 
geo^ of the Ministiy of 
Industry and Trade, the U^- 
er committee will discuss the 
organisation of a Jordanian 
trade fair in Bahrain next year 
to promote the sale of nation- ' 
al products and hold invest- 
raent-promoti(xi seminars. 

He said the two sides will 
discuss a protocol oa health 
cooperation that will allow 
Bahraini patients to obtiun 
medical treatment in Jodan 
and will provide for Jordan to 
send doctors and spedalists 
to Bahrain to w(^ in medical 
and nursing institutions. 

Dc Omwh said the com- 
mittee will discuss coopera- 
tion in technical fields, espe- 
cially in oil and gas-relaied 
domains, and Jordan will 
invite Bahraini tusinesses to 
invest in Jordan’s mining 
industry. 

The two ades plan to dis- 
cuss prospects ibr collabora- 
tion betw^ tiieir respective 
fi^cial maricets, be added. 


DOHA (Petra) — Two 
major Jordanian and 
Qatari investment compa- 
nies Tuesday concluded a 
$25 million partnership 
and industrial investment 
agreement. 

Under the agreement, 
the Jordanian Al Asr 
Investment Group Compa- 
ny and the Qatari Dtaico 
International Trade Com- 
pany will establish small 
and medium-size indus- 
tries in both countries. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Tues- 
day delegated Mohammad 
Dalabih froni the Jordan 
Ports Corporation to take 
part in a conference entided 
“Sea Ports and Free Zones,” 
which is to be held in Dubai 
on Nov. 23. 

The Cabinet endorsed 


Princess ^jdlan opens 
ciiHural exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Princess WiJ^ Ali Tues- 
day attended a special cel- 
elwation organised by the 
Faculties of Arts and 
Social Sciences and 
Humanities at the Univer- 
sity of Jordan to celebrate 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's 62nd birthday. 
Princes 'Wjjdan opened a 
cultural exhibition organ- 
ised by the archaeology 
department, including 
pictures of Her Majesty 
^een Noor and reliefs 
depicting international 
archaeological sites and 
holy places, as well as 
pictures of archaeological 
sites in Jordan and die 
Arab World. 

Accidents cause 1 death, 
26 injuries 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Gvil Defence Department 
(CDD) dealt with 127 
accidents Monday, result- 
ing in one death attribut- 
able to illness and 26 
injuries, a CDD soufc6 
said *TU^day. 

Ministty to doable 
U-N. compensatira 
redpieots 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Ministry of Labour Secre- 
tary General Saleh 
Tarawneh Ibesday said 
the ministry will double 
the number of compensa- 
tion recipients frtnn the 
U.N. Compensation Com- 
mittee as of next week. He 


The agreement was 
signed by AI Asr Director 
General Ziad Salah and 
Diarco Director General 
Ibrahim Ne’meh. 

In a statement following 
the signing of the agree- 
ment, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister for Development 
Affairs and Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry 
Affairs Jawad Anani, who 
attended the signing cere- 
mony, said “we want the 
private sector to thrive. 


agreements on land trans- 
port with Mauritania, air 
transport with Austria, and 
postal transfers with 
Morocco. 

The Cabinet also 
approved an agreement on 
encouraging and protecting 
investments between Jor- 
dan and Poland and formed 


added that the ministry 
will double the number of 
employees woridng in the 
compensation payment 
centres. Mr. Tarawndi 
called on beneficiaries to 
observe the dates 
announced by the Min- 
istry to avoid congestion 
at the payment centre. 

Cabinet endorses 
appmutment of new 
president 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday endorsed 
the appointment of Mar- 
wan Dudin as jxesident of 
the Aqaba Region Author- 
ity (ARA), succeeding 
Fayez Khasawneb, who 
recently resigned. 

Health oCDdals to 
discuss findings of 
Vi tamin A survey 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Senior Ministiy of Health 
officials start a one-day 
workshop here today to 
discuss the findings of 
two national surveys on 
Vitamin A deficiency and 
acute respiratory infec- 
- dons. At the end of the 
woksbop, the health offi- 
cials ore expected to 
develop a mechanism to 
foDow up on the imple- 
mentation of the recom- 
mendations made by the 
surveys. The surveys were 
conducted by the >^istiy 
of Health in cooperation 
with the United Nations 
CUIdbren's Fund 

(UMCXF) earlier this 
year. 


Governments have to pro- 
vide the necessary facili- 
ties. while the private sec- 
tor has to play its full role. 

“If our performance in 
terms of providing the 
necessary investment cli- 
mate and creating incen- 
tives for investment and 
participation strengthens 
the two countries’ rela- 
tions, not only at the offi- 
cial level but also at the 
private sector level, then I 
can conclude that this is 


a delegation, headed by Jor- 
danian Ambassador to 
Canada S amir Khalifeh, to 
attend an Ottawa meeting 
next month on banning the 
use of anti-personnel mines. 

A delegation was formed 
to take, part in a steering 
committee meeting to be 
held in Cairo next month 


AMMAN (Pena) — Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Tawfiq Kreishan Tuesday 
stressed the importance ik 
protecting the environment, 
saying the enxiraiment's 
protection is a natirin.q], 
regional, and international 
re^nsibility. 

Addressing graduates of a 
week-long training couise on 
the environmental situation, 
carried out as part of His 
Majesty King Hussein's pio- 
jea on training in environ- 
mental management, Mr. 
Kreishan stated that Jordan 
has started oiganising cours- 
es on environmental impact, 
utilising Canadian expertise. 

The courses are amied at 
develr^ing human resources 
and tRuning capacities to 
meet the country's need for 
experts in environmental 
management. 

A total of eight traineis 

from the Environment Cor- 


one of the reasons for the 
major successes of the 
Doha Economic Forum,” 
he said. 

Al Asr Investment 
Group is one of the lead- 
ing Jordanian companies, 
with ten industrial plants 
producing electronics, 
textiles, foodstuffs, and 
plastics. 

Also attending the sign- 
ing ceremony was Minis- 
ter of Industry, Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki. 


that will work out an emer- 
gency plan to combat oil 
spills. 

Another delegation was 
formed to take part in a 
regional conference on 
supervising Palestinian 
affairs, which will open at 
the Arab League headquar- 
ters in Cairo on Dec. 21 . 


poison, the Rcyal Scientific 
Society. Jordan University 
fcM* Science aixl Technology, 
and the Jordan Enviroiurtem 
Society previously received a 
one-month training course in 

rViMiHa 

Ihking part in the training 
course ^lere representatives 
from go\'emment institu- 
tions, the private sector, and 
non-govemmental organisa- 
tions. 

The three-year environ- 
mental management project 
is being carried out by the 
Jordan Environment Corpo- 
ration in cooperation wifo the 

Gnn.nHi.m Inte marifwwl (Jni- 

veisity Services. This $1.4 
million project is being 
financed by the Canadian 
Intematitmal Development 
Agency. 

The graduation cerenKtny 
was attended by Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Midiael MoQpy. 


SEMINAR 

South African Tourism 
and Trade Seminar 
to be held on November 26, 1997 
at the Regency Palace Hotel 
from 16:00-19:00. 

For more information 
please phone the 
Embassy: 811194 


Cabinet designates delegate to 
take part in Dubai trade conference 



Minister stresses 
environmental protection 
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Albright voices concern over 
nuclear threat in South Asia 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
U.S. Secretao' of Slate 
Madeleine Albright 

Tuesday expressed concern 
over nuclear proliferation in 
South Asia, saying 
Washincton anached “high 
priority’* to the issue. 

She told a news confer- 
ence she had stressed to the 
Paldstan government the 
importance die U.S. places 
on limiting the spr^ of 
nuclear weapons technolo- 
gy and its transfer, and 
would also make it **quite 
clear^ in her next stop 
India. 

Ms. Albright, spe^ng 
after meeting President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari. 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and Foreign Minister 
Gohar Ayub Khan, said 
proliferation was one rea- 
son for the current con- 
frontation with Iraq. 

it is the “responsibility of 
all responsible countries" to 
curtail the spread of nuclear 
weapons technology, she 
emphasised. 

Both India and Pakistan, 
which have fought three 
wars since independence in 


1947. are believed to be 
capable of assembling 
atomic u’eapons at shon 
notice. They have not 
signed the United Nations- 
sponsored Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty. 

Ms. .Albrighu who goes to 
India Tuesday after having 
droppied Bangladesh &om 
her itinerary, said the 
United States wanted to 
develop “across the board" 
relations with India and 
Pakistan, 

The U.S. anaches impor- 
tance to developing eco- 
nomic, commercial, trade 
and other ties with the two 
counhies on the basis of 
commionents to democra- 
cy, human rights and open 
markets, she said. 

Ms. Albright and her 
Pakistani counterpart 

signed four agreements on 
enhancing cooperation, 

including S20 million for 
soybeans imports and 
social welfare projects. 

On the Kashmir dilute 
between Pakistan and India, 
Ms. Albright reiterated U.S. 
policy of encouraging bilat- 
eral dialogue and giving 


any help that might be 
asked for in easing ten- 
sions. 

She ssud the U.S. admin- 
istration W3.S working “very 
bard" to solve a dispute 
over an aborted I9S9 deal 
with Pakistan for 28 F-I7 
fighter aircraft, for which 
Islamabad had paid more 
than $650 million. 

The deal was scuttled 
over U.S. suspicions that 
Pakistan was develt^ing 
nuclear weapons. Ms. 
Albright smd U.S. e^orts to 
sell ^e planes to a third 
country to refund Pakistan 
had not materialised so far. 

Ms. Albright said she had 
discussed the Nov. 12 
killing of four American oil 
e.xecuQves in Karachi and 
said Pakistan and the U.S. 
would work together to 
combat terrorism. 

She conveyed a “me&sage 
of friendship" fiom U.S. 
President Bill Qinton who 
is to visit the region in the 
first quarter of 1998 and 
said she envisaged a “new 
21st century relationship” 
with PaJdsian. 

Ms. Albright called for a 


negoiioied setUemeni to the 
factional strife in 
Afghani.sian and .strongly 
criticised the Taleban's 
“despicable” treatment of 
women and children and 
their general approach to 
human righLs. 

Another reason the U.S. 
has not recognised the 
Taleban administration is 
they do not occupy the 
entire country, she said. 

Ms. .Albright was to visit 
a camp for .Afghan refugees 
and a school for giiis in 
northwest Pakistan later 
Tuesday before travelling to 
India. 

The Pakistani foreign 
minister, who attended the 
news conference, said 
Islamabad wamed a peace- 
ful solution to the Kashmir 
dispute. Ii believed the U.S. 
could play a role in making 
the Indo-Paklstan dialogue 
“meaningful and produc- 
live.” 

“Pakistan desires undis- 
turbed security and stability 
in its region,” he said. “We 
hope Wa.shington will bend 
iLs full efforts for the reali- 
sation of this goal.” 


Hong Kong protesters urge 
China to free Wang Dan 


HONG KONG fR) — A 
group of Hong Kong 
activists marched to the 
gates of Beijing's official 
mission here Tuesday and 
demanded the lelea^ of 
Chinese dissident Wang 
Dan. 

The small but noisy 
protest came just two days 
after Beijing freed acdvist 
Wei Jingsheng on mescal 
parole, an event which has 
been trumpeted in the Hong 
Kong media as a bumonitar- 
lan move by China follow- 
ing last month's Sino- 
American summit meeting. 

A dozen activists &om ^ 
radical April Fifth action 
group mounted a boisterous 
protest outside China's 
Foreign Minisay 

Commission building on 
Hong Kong Island. 

'The expression of one's 
political view is no crime. It 
IS the Chinese government 
that is guilty. It oppresses its 
own people.'* said group 
leader Leung Kwok-Hung. 

Tlie group called on Qiiaa 
to reverse its verdict on the 
June 4, 1989, crackdown 
against the student-led 
d^ocracy movement in 
Beijing's Ti ananme n 


JAKAKIA (AFP) — 
Indonesian police Tuesday 
questioned jailed East 
Timorese rebel leader 
Xanana Gusmao in connec- 
tion with a bomb plot, a 
lawyer stud. 

“According to die police 
his status is as a witness but 1 
don't think he will be turned 
into a suspect.” lawyer Lubut 
Pangaribuan frcw the 
Indonesian Legal Aid and 
Human Rights Assodation 
said after accompanying Mr. 
Gusmao during questioning 
at Jakarta's Cipinang jail. 

The association's executive 
director said earlier Tuesday 
that Mr. Gusmao was ques- 
tioned in relation with the 
discovery in September of a 
bomb-making operation in 
Demak, Cen^ Java, involv- 
ing East Timorese youths. 

The military says a group 
of activists bad assembled 
bombs to disturb security in 
East *Iimor and in Indonesia. 

One of the homemade 
bombs e.\ploded, but no one 
was injui^ The explosion, 
believ^ to be accidental, led 
10 the capture of seven 
youtiis tiieie and another two 
at Dili haitxiur in East Timor. 

Their questioning led ±e 
military to believe Ml 
G usmao, 50. may have 
involved as his name had 
appeared on one of the docu- 
ments found on the group. 

“As long as it is for the 
struggle (of East Timor) I 
support it," another lawyer 
present at the questioning of 


Square, which China has 
branded a counter-revolu- 
tionary rebellion. Many 
were killed in the crack- 
down. 

“We demand the vindica- 
tion of the June 4 move- 
ment, and those to blame 
for the massacre should be 
held responsible," Mr. 
Leung said, urging the 
release of all dissidents. 

Mr. Wei. 47, regarded as 
the father of the modem 
democracy movement in 
China fbr his role in the ear- 
lier 1979 “democracy wall” 
campaign, was set h:ee 
Sun^y and flew to the 
United States where he is 
now undergoing medical 
treatment 

The former electrician 
spent almost 18 years in jail 
accused of let^king state 
secrets and plotting to over- 
throw the state. 

Wang Dan, 28, was a stu- 
dent protest leader in 1989. 
He was convicted in 1996 of 
plotting to overthrow the 
government With Mr. Wei 
now free, Mr. Wang is 
China's most prominent 
dissident in jail. 

The demonstrators left a 
placard with Mr. Wang's 


Mr. Gusmao quoted him as 
saying. 

Dui^ the first thiee-faour 
session, police questioned 
Mr. Gusmao on several peo- 
ple. including exiled East 
Tunorese pro-independence 
activist and Nobel laureate 
Jose Ramos Hoita, Mr. 
Pang^buan said during a 
30-mmute break. 

“Some of them he knew, 
including Horta. but others 
he did not” Mr. Pangaribuan 
said. 

He said the questioning 
proceeded “well and infcx'- 
maliy," and added Mr. 
Gusmao even served bread 
be had baked the previous 
evening. 

Authorities are also seek- 
ing the return of two East 
Tlmcxese holed up at the 
Austrian embassy since 
Sept 19 for their suspected 
role in the bomb^making 
ring. 

The two, Nuno Vincente 
Pereira and Avelino Mario 
Coelho da Silva alias Shalar 
Kossi, entered the embassy 
with four other people in an 
attenqjt to gain asylum in 
Portugal which has no diplo- 
matic ties witii Indonesia. 

Portugal severed diplomat- 
ic ties shortly after 
Indonesian troops invaded its 
former coloi^ of East Timor 
in December 1975. 

Jakarta unilaterally 
declared East Timor its 
youngest province the fol- 
lowing year but the United 
Nations and most states still 


photograph and a petition 
letter on the gate of the for- 
eign ministry office as offi- 
cios from the mission 
refused to accept them. 

A Hong Kong umbrella 
group supporting China's 
dissidents, the /fiance in 
Support of Patriotic 
DenKxnadc Movements in 
China, announced Tuesday 
it will launch a “Christmas 
card signature campaign” 
this Saturday to press for 
Mr. Wang's needom. 

The petition signing will 
continue until Dec. 21. 

Hong Kong's ^na- 
appoinced leader Tung 
Chee-Hwa said Monday 
night China's decision to 
rdease Mr. Wei was based 
on “humanitarian grounds”. 

Mr. Tung avoided com- 
menting in detail, but he 
told reporters be wished the 
Chinese dissident a speedy 
reco\’ery. Mr. Wei is smd to 
be suffering from hyperten- 
sion and liver ailments. 

Hong K(Mig, a British 
colony for 156 years, revert- 
ed to Beijing's sovereignty 
on July 1 and is now a spe- 
cial capital region of 
China with wide ranging 
autonomy. 


view Mr. Usbon as the offi- 
cial adnunistrator over ±e 
territory. 

Officials will not allow Mr. 
Pereira and Ml da Silva to 
leave the country and have 
asked Austria to hand them 
over. The other four at the 
Austrian mission be free 
to leave the country. Jakarta 
has said. 

Mr. Gusmao, who led the 
Fretilin separatist movement 
from 1979 until his arrest in 
Dill the East Timor ca^ntal, 
in November 1992. is serv- 
ing a 20-year sentence. 

He was jailed for life in 
May 19^ for plotting 
against the state and for Ule- 
^ possession of firearms. 
Mr. Suharto later commuted 
the sentence to a 20-year 
term. 

The questioning took place 
on the day President Suharto 
left for visits to Namibia, 
South Africa, Saudi Arabia 
and (Canada. 

South African officials 
have said President Nelson 
Mandela would renew his 
appeal for the release of Mr. 
Gusmao dui'ing Mr. 
Subano's visit Nov. 20 to 22 
that will include the si gning 
of agreements in trade and 
aviation. 

Mr. Mandela's first call for 
the release of Mr. Gusmao 
was made during his state 
visit here in July. He had said 
the move was necessary to 
“normalise tiie situation in 
East Timor." 


Taleban 
order traffic, 
business to 
halt in Kabul 
at prayer 
times 

KABUL lAFP) — The 
Taleban administration 
has ordered securit>' 
forces in Kabul to shut 
down businesses and stop 
traffic by closing main 
Intersections, for Islamic 
prayers twice a day. offi- 
cial sources said Tuesday. 

The Islamic militia's 
religious police have also 
been authorised to herd 
people into mosques to 
ensure maximum gather- 
ing during the mid-day 
and late afternoon 
prayers, they said. 

T^e order, broadcast 
over the Taleban mouth- 
piece Radio Shariat, 
comes into force from 
Tuesday, the sources 
smd. 

“All security officials 
are hereby t&ected to 
close the city markets, 
suspend transactions and 
barricade roads to stop 
vehicular traffic so that 
all Muslims can say their 
prayers jointly in the 
nearest mosques,” the 
broadcast said. 

The announcement 
issued by the department 
meant for ^stering 
Virtue and Preventing 
Vice came two days after 
it asked Muslim residents 
in Kabul to rush to the 
mosques after hearing the 
calls for prayers five 
times a day. 

\^olators will be pun- 
ished by the religious 
police teams, it sai£ but 
did not specify the penal- 
ty- 

The department has 
been punishing “sinners” 
such as men who trim 
their beards and women 
who venture out without 
covering themselves 
from head to toe. 

The police have armed 
mobile squads which 
monitor the observance 
of religious principles by 
the citizens of the once 
liberal Afghan capital. 

Residents say the 
Taleban are coming down 
heavily on Kabul because 
they believe it has been 
contaminated during the 
15 years of Communist 
rule which ended after 
the pull out of former 
Soviet forces in 1989. 

The fundamentalist 
Taleban, who seized 
Kabul in September 
1996, control around 
two-thirds of the war-rav- 
aged country where they 
have enforced a strict 
interpretation of Islamic 
law. 


Police question jailed E. Timor 
leader about bomb plot 



Pakistani Premier Nawaz Sharif shakes bands with L'i5. Secretary of State Madeleine 
.Albright alter meeting at his official residence in Islamabad (.AFP photo) 


Ranariddh forces torch Cambodian 
village, kill three civilians 


PHNOM PENH tAFP) — 
Fnces loyal to ousted 
Cambodian First Prime 
MinL^cr Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh burned down 
houses and kiUed three civil- 
ians in a brutal raid on u 
remote village controlled by 
ri\ai Phnom Pfidi troops, for- 
eign military sources said 
Tuesday. The fighters, now in 
on alliance with the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla mo%ement 
against strongman Hun Sen's 
Phnom IA?nh fiHves. carried 
out the raid on O Bei Choan 
late Friday in an apparent bid 
to scare rcsident.s of ene m> - 
held lemioiy. the sources 
added. “The civilians were 
targeted,” one said. “Put it 
ihi.s way. tbe> weren't hit 'oy 
crossfire, they wouldn't be 
wandering around ouLside in 
the middle of the night," 

Thirty to 40 troops sen. ing 
with the CamN>dian army's 
12th Dirision. which has 
remained loyal to Prince 
Ranariddh since his Jul\ 
ouster, took pan in the raid 
under the command of 
General Lay Mnik. another 
source sold. They set houses 
on fire before killing the 
Chilians — one woman and 
two men — • and fleeing back 
into the jungle of northw est- 
em Banteay .Meanchey 
pro\’ince. near the Thai bor- 
der, he added. 

Several hundred civilians 


fled after the raid, some into 
neighbouring Thailand, but 
all were belies'ed to have 
since retumedL the sources 
said. 

Prince Ranariddh's forees 
Sunday claimed ihe>' had 
seized control of the village 
and a military' ba.se there, 
killing three Hun Sen troops 
and capturing two and seiz- 
ing a cache of ^^capcyis. 
Pnnee Ranariddh's soldiers 
were “warmly welcomed" by 
the villagers, they claimed. 
Howc\er. the sources said the 
claim in u statement issued 
from Bangkok, where Prince 
Ranariddh and many of his 
supporters have gathered 
since his ou-stcr by Hun Sen 
in two days of bloody fight- 
ing here in July, was com- 
pietely false. “It is absolutely 
not correct.” one said, adding 
the military presence in the 
tillage of se\-cral hundred 
people coasisied only of "a 
few wooden buiiding.s with a 
flag on top." Prince 
Ranariddh's tnx>ps have 
maintained resistance to Hun 
Sen's forces for the last four 
months around a narrow .strip 
in the northwest of the coun- 
try. bondering Thailand. 

Their ranks include Khmer 
Rouge defectors, and the 
remaining core of the infa- 
mous rebel movement — 
whrdi is charged with Che 
deaths of up to two million 


Camtxxiijn.- during its geno- 
cidal reign over the country 
from to 1979 — is 

fighting by their side against 
its arch enemy Hun Sen. 

Human rights offidals 
expressed shock at new% of 
the attack, with one saying it 
wa.s the first time he had 
heard of such abuses a^mmit- 
ted by Prince Ranariddh's 
troops. 

•TTiis is very wenyrng if 
they are doing these thii^" 
added the senior official with 
a non-govemmental uigani- 
soiion here, who declined to 
named. 

However, the military 
sources said Prince 
Ranariddh's forces had been 
using such tactics for some 
time, frustrated by their mili- 
tary failures which saw them 
rapiiily pushed back to die 
Thai border after Second 
Prime Minister Kun Sen 
oasted the pri^ in twt> days 
of heavy fitting here in July. 

‘They've not only got for- 
mer Khmer Rouge with 
them, they've got the real 
thing helping them on orders 
from Ta Mok," one observer 
raided, referring to a notori- 
ous one-legged commander 
now widely believed to be the 
most poweriul figure in the 
rebel movemenL 

“So what do you expect?" 


Cat breeding is next buzzword 
in Japan for virtual pets 


TOKYO fAFP; — 
Following a rival company's 
Mega-hit electronic toy 
Tamagotchi, Japanese tp>' 
maker Takara Co. Ltd. is to 
launch virtual cats that allow 
their masters to breed future 
generations, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The toy. named “Neko 
Unjatia” (T produced a cat), 
is to be put on sale on Dec. 
19 and is to be exported to 
the United States ^ some 
other countries eariy next 
year, possibly as “My kitty.” 

The “Neko Unjatia” can 
bear kittens if you use the 
“love-lov'e communication 
fuiictioD” by connecting two 
games that are supposed to 
be male and female cats. 


The on-screen kzden grows 
one year older a day. boom- 
ing mature for brewing pur- 
poses in a week. 

“You have to be carefiil. 
because you cannot 'com- 
municate* two males togeth- 
er or two females togetiier,” 
Takara said in a statement 

A Takara marketing offi- 
cial said: “Viitual pets have 
established one genre in the 
toy tndustiy. and we are try- 
ing to add more value to con- 
ventional stand-alone 

games.” 

" Takara toigets sales of 
300,000 devices by next 
March, with each priced at 
1.980 yen (S16), exactly the 
same price tag as Tamagotchi 
pets manufactured by the 


notion's biggest toy maker 
Bandai Co. Ud. 

Bandai is also to chase the 
breeding ftmetion for its ^g- 
shaped Tamagotchi toy. 

“We aim to stait marketing 
such a new type by the end of 
the year." a spokeswx>man 
said. 

Tamagotchi behaves like a 
real pet requiring food, baths 
and lavish attention to avoid 
death. 

Bandai sold 13 million 
Tamagotchis in the 10 
months to the end of 
September. Sales of the toy 
and related products such as 
diaries for Tamagoteb moth- 
ers totalled 24.9 billion yen 
in the six months to 
September. 


Newsk 


scarce as^ 
French 
journalists 
strike 

PARIS lAFP) — Freacb 
journaIi.s(s went os ttrte 
I Tuesday to protest agana 
' .1 gpvemmetd plan to sup* 
prev'* a p 0 cem tax 
break on their pay which 
(hev say will poiicidariy 

penali^ the earners. 

The strike bil uaic- 
Dwned medift lumfest with 
no news at all os the cco- 
tinuous news radio 
France Info. 

There was no news eiiber 
on the dtmiesiic wires of 
Agence France-Presse and 
coverage of French news 
b> AFP's intematicnal 
wires was expected to be 
limited. But Assoei^ 
Press and Reiaers news 
agencies were functioning 
in French. 

A journaliu ooioQS dele- 
gation was due to meet 
with Prime Minisier Uooel 
Jospin, who said he 
c^^losed endu^ the tax 
break, to protest the effec- 
tive pay cut while jouroal- 
Isis demonstrated ouisde 
his official residence. 

The mass circulation 
Parisien Lib6id. the 
Communist daily 

Humanird and the sports 
daily Equipe were on strike 
Tue^y. but the dailies 
LSteiatitm and Hgaro were 
expected to publi^ virtual- 
ly ncHrmally Wednesday 
along with* the evening 
paper Le Monde Tuesday. 

*The effects of the strike 
w’ere variable In the 
provinces with some jour- 
nalists threatening to refuse 
coverage to duties and 
senators who voted in 
favour of the measure. 

Last year.tbe fcKiner con- 
servative govemmeot of 
Premier Alain Juppe 
backed down on a similar 
move, but it was revived 
this year by the new left- 
wing administration when 
the National Assembly, 
voting on a Socialist 
amendment, unanimously 
approved the gradual 
pr^sion over four years of 
tax tneaks for 72 profes- 
sions during a debate on 
the 1998 budget. 

'The parliament ^so 
voted a 100 million franc 
($20 miili<xi ) con^rensa- 
tion fund for the worst-hit 
journalists, but the unions 
say the fund is “unmanage- 
able and discriminatory.” 
The tax break was intro- 
duced after World War D as 
a disgui^ suteidy for the 
press, laid low by the war. 

The Upper House, the 
Senate, is due to debate the 
1988 budget from Nov. 20 
when GauUist deputy 
Adrien Gouteyron will pro- 
pose an amendment delay- 
ing the measure for a year. 

Monday. Budget 

Secretary of State Christian 
Sautter said the govern- 
ment was determined m 
respect the result of the 
National Assembly vote 
ending the tax bre^ “but 
without penalising modest 
or average incomes.” 


U.N. inquiry commission 
operational soon, radio 


S. Africa’s ‘great crocodile’ 
to marry again at 81 


KINSHASA (AFP) — A 
U.N. team seeking to probe 
the alleged massacre of 
Rwandan Hums in the for- 
mer Zaire will soon begin 
hs work. Democratic 
Republic of Congo official 
radio reported Tuesday. 

‘The mission will soon be 
up and running ... and 
should carry' out its work 
impartially and objective- 
ly," the radio station said. It 
gave no specific date. 
However, the radio also 
made no mention of U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan's warning Monday 
to President Laurent Kabila 
following the pastponement 
of a meeting between his 
government and the U.N. 
investigators. 

Mr, Annan said the U.N. 
would "take up appropriate 
actions" if Kinshasa refused 
to cooperate. 


Earlier, U.N. spokesman 
Jose Diaz said a meeting 
ploimed for Monday with a 
liaison comminee, set up by 
Mr. Kabila, had been put off 
until a later date. 

The long-awaited meeting 
sought with the committee, 
led by Reconstruction 
Minister Etienne Richard 
Mbaya. was seen as a nec- 
essary prelude in coopera- 
tion by the Kinshasa gov- 
ernment before the mission 
starts its inquiry into mas- 
sacres of refugees. 

The killings were alleged- 
ly carried out by Mr. 
Kabila's troops as they 
ousted former dictator 
Mobutu Sese Seko, bring- 
ing Mr. Kabila to power in 
May. 

Tuesday's radio report 
said the investigators would 
say “who killed the 
refugees and when.” 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Former South African 
E*resident P.W. Botha, 
known as the great croco- 
dile for his hard line on 
black liberation, plans to 
many a woman 35 years 
his junior. 

Mr. Botha, 81, was oust- 
ed from power in 1989 
after he suffered a stroke. 
His wife of 54 years. Elize, 
died in June. 

‘*Mr. P.W. Botha and 
Mrs. Reinette Te Water- 
Naude hereby announce 
their engagement. No date 
has yet been set for the 
mairiage,” Mr. Botha’s 
family said in a statement 
Tuesday. 

Mrs, Te Water Maude 
runs a guesthouse. Her 
husband died of 
seven years ago. 

The new romance was 
first reported by the 


Afrikaans language news- 
paper Beeld in Augt^ 
when Mr. Btdia, caUiAg 
himself “a lonesome war- 
rior” said in an interview: 
“The Bible says it’s no* 
good for people to be 
ione." 

Mr. Botha had a hip 

r^lacement operation ear- 
lier this year. Last week he 
told South Africa's statute- j 
ry Truth ^ 
I^onciliation 
Commission (TRC) he 
would not appear te 
answer (piestioDS abent his 
role un<^ ^mtheKL 

TRC Chainnan 

Archbishop Desmond thiu 
warned Monday tiist 
law, which jvcmdes^ftir op 
to two years in posoa ^ 
defiance of .dte 
sion. would titoits onsse 
if Mr. Botha co^nued te 
refuse to ' 
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World News 

North, South Korea 
agree to pursue 
ferry link plan 


BEUTNG (AFP) — Norih 
and South Korea have held 
breaktbough talks on a 
direct car and pa.<;senger 
feny service linking the 
two and have reached con- 
sensus that the project 
should go ahead, U.N. offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

"The issue of the ferry 
service was raised yester- 
day and the unanimous 
decision by countries con- 
cerned was that this project 
should go ahead." said Nay 
Hiun, U.N. Assi.Mant Sec- 
retary General. 

He was speaking at the 
end of the annual meeting 
of the U.N. Development 
Programme Tumen River 
Area Development Pro- 
gramme that coordinates a 
tripartite economic zone 
where China, North Korea 
and Russia meet. 

The group's members 
include both North and 
South Korea. 

The ferry service — 
which vt/iJl link Sokcbo in 
South Korea to Rajin in 
North Korea and then link 
up by road with Hunchun 
in northern China — has 
been stuck on the drawing 
board for half a decade, 
mainly because of di<;putes 
between North and South 
Korea. 

South Korea's two main 
objecdons to the scheme 
were that it did not directly 
involve Pyongyang but the 
Committee for the Promo- 
tion of E.\tenial Economic 
Cooperation, and that the 


safety of South Koreans 
could not be guaranteed. 

Political difficulties 
between the two Koreas — 
which are still technically 
at war — have further com- 
plicated the issue, with 
Seoul being reticent to 
approve such a scheme 
without a general improve- 
ment in ties. 

'The initial discussions 
were an historic first and 
W’ere important and con- 
structive." said U.N. repre- 
sentative ro China Arthur 
Holcombe. 

He said further discus- 
sions would be required at 
regional. govemraenial, 
technical and commercial 
levels, but predicted signif- 
icant progress once South 
Korea's presidential elec- 
dons have been completed 
in December. 

"We sense that for a vari- 
ety of reasons, a number of 
issues are stalled in the run 
up to the South Korean 
presidential elections as the 
government is quite clearly 
distracted," Mr. Holcombe 
said. 

‘‘^^''e are hopeful that after 
the elections the air will be 
cleared and this will lead to 
movement on projects like 
this." he added. 

North Korea created the 
Rajin-Sonbong free eco- 
nomic and trade zone in 
1991 and is expected to 
have absorbed $100 mil- 
lion in foreign investment 
by the end of the year. 


Heavy fighting grips 
Sri Lanka, toll mounts 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Fierce battles raged in north- 
• em Sri Lanka Tuesday as 
troops ke^ up a major offen- 
sive against Ihinil 'Tiger 
guerrillas amid mounting 
casualties. 

Thousands of soldiers were 
Tuesday pressing ahead with 
their biggest and bloodiest 
offensive against the sepa- 
ratist Libe^on Tige rs of 
’Ihmil Eelam (LTTE), the 
Defence Min istry said. 

The LTTE in a statement 
from its London office said 
13 of its members were killed 
in two separate battles in the 
north where troops are trying 
to capture a key highway 
from ihe rebels. 

'‘Bghting broke out when 
sevei^ thousands of Sin- 
halese troc^ attempted to 
advance with tanks under air 
a nd artillery cover," the 
LTTE statement said. It did 
not give details of military 
casudties. 

Defence officials said the 
army had captured the strate- 
gic town of Puliyankulam 
and troops had moved further 
north on another flank along 
the Mankulam-Mullaitivu 
road. 

The road cuts across the 
main land route to the nortb- 
peninsula of Jaffna. A 
Defence Ministry statement 
said seven soldiers had been 
killed since Sunday but 
defence sources said that 
nine bad died. 

Puliyankulam is situated on 
the 76-ldlometre highway 
which the military has been 
battling to capture since it 
began its offensive on May 
13. 


Troths have moved beyend 
Puljyai^lam on the main 
hi^way. official souices 
said. 

With the latest push the 
troops have covered about 30 
kUometres of the highway 
but the military has also 
moved cross-country and 
said last month it had already 
regained two-thirds of iu 
objective. 

Last week the Defence 
Ministry said troops were 
bracing for the "fi nal o ffen- 
sive" against the LTTE and 
were set to open the highway, 
which links the northern 
peninsula of Jafiha with the 
rest of the country. 

Government forces cap- 
tured Jaffna town, t he fo rmer 
citadel of the LTTE, in 
December 1995. But the 
main land access to the 
region is still held by the 
Tigers, forcing die authorities 
to supply the peninsula by air 
and sea. 

The battle for the highway 
has claimed the lives of more 
than S(X) soldiers, according 
to official figures, making it 
the biggest and the bloodiest 
operation undertaken by Sri 
Lankan troops. 

The military says it has 
killed more than Z500 rebels 
in the past six months, a 
claim denied by the rebels. 

Security forces have com- 
mitted some 20.000 men to 
the operation. 

Analysts see the opening of 
the highway as a crucial 
move that could confine the 
LTTE to the northeastern 
jungles and deprive them of 
access to the minority Tamil 
community. 
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Sri Lanka cinema screens 
film for women only 

COLOMBO (AFP) — A Sri Lankan cinema is to scr«n a 
film based on India’s ancient sex manual, the Kama Sutra, 
with a "women only" restriction instead of the usual 
“adults only" tag reserved for X-rated moves. 

The Savoy cinema owner. .Asanka Edirisinghe, sw ey 
decided on three shows from next Tuesday following 
appeals from women’s groups, especially Muslim 
that they could not sit together with men and watch me 
film. - 

“We have Muslim women writing to us and asking tor 
Special wotnen's-only shows because they were em ar 
fussed to sit with men," Mr. Edirisinghe said. 

“We have obtained permission from the (state) n 
poration to make this exception in view of the big 
Kama Sutra, directed by Mira Nair, is drawing g 
crowds at the Savoy and has been issued wi^ -I 

adults" warning by the government's Public Performance 

Board, or the censors. 
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26 Indian children die 
in schoolbus disaster 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
At least 26 Indian school 
children died Tuesday 
and more than 50 were 
injured when an over- 
loaded bus plunged off a 
bridge into New Delhi’s 
main river, police offi- 
cials said. 

Police warned the death 
toll could rise after the 
accident in the north of 
the capital. Later there 
were angry scenes out- 
side a hospital after some 
survivors had to be turned 
away amid chaotic 
scenes. 

The vehicle, reponediy 
designed to carry 55 chil- 
dren but packed with 
around 120, crashed off 
New Delhi's Wazirabad 
bridge at 7:35 a.m. (0205 
GMT) into the Yamuna 
River. 

Police official C. Vohra, 
who confirmed the casu- 
alties, said 58 children, 
aged between six and 17. 
had been injured. 

"The bus breached the 
railing and fell into the 
river,'’ he said. 

Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral said he felt 
"deep grief and shock" 


The wreckage of a school bus is pulled out of a river in New Delhi (Renter photo) 

Cholera death toll rises 
to 120 in Mozambique 


following the tragedy. 
The government immedi- 
ately ordered an inquiry 
into the accident. 

Witnesses said local 
fishermen had launched 
the rescue. "When the 
police came they did 
nothing ... they said they 
did not know’ how to 
swim. The children were 
screaming," one wimess 
said. 

About 10 children man- 
aged to swim to safety 
tl^ugh a bus window. 
Navy divers were brought 
in to help the rescue oper- 
ation. 

The United News of 
India (UNI) said the vehi- 
cle had fallen into around 
10 metres of water. 

It said 93 school bags 
had been recovered and 
quoted fire brigade offi- 
cials as saying vehicle 
skidded on a patch of 
sand. The bus was lifted 
from the river bed two 
hours after the accident. 

Most of the victims and 
survivors, many with 
head injuries, were taken 
to Hindu Rao Hospital in 
the north west of the cap- 
ital. The building was 


thronged with hundreds 
of wailing relatives. 

Angry scenes developed 
after hospital volunteers 
said two children had 
been wrongly declared 
dead. Officials denied the 
incident. 

There were new protests 
when a badly injured boy, 
carried into the hospital 
by fellow students, could 
not get into the hospital 
because of the chaos. 

Munni Devi, a mother 
whose 1 2-year daughter 
Manju was killed, cried: 
"1 do not want to live. I 
will go with her." 

M.C. Arora. a clerk 
from the school, said: 
"There were 120 children 
in the bus. Its sealing 
capacity was 55.*’ 

Delhi Chief Minister 
Sahib Singh Verma said 
the school head had been 
suspended. 

"We will not allow 
whoever is responsible 
for this tragedy to go free. 
The people who allowed 
the bus to be packed with 
more than 100 children 
will be punished,” he 
said. 


MAPUTO (AFP) — The 
death toll from a cholera 
outbreak has risen to 120 in 
the capital of Mozambique 
and surrounding districts, 
health authorities said 
Tuesday. 

'The head of the Health 
Ministiy's epidemiology 
department, Avertino Bar- 
reto, said 2,700 cases ha^'e 
been recorded in Maputo 
since the outbreak began 


two months ago. 

Mr. Barreto expressed 
fear that the water-borne 
disease could ^read 
quickly with the onset of 
the rainy season. 

The disease has hit 
another Mozambican town. 
Xai-Xai, in southern Gaza 
province where 47 cases 
have been reported but so 
far no deaths. 

Retired health workers 


and medical students are 
being mobilised to assist at 
the Maputo Central Hospi- 
tal which is holding some 
400 cholera patients. 

Overcrowding which has 
seen some patients lying on 
the floor of hospital wards 
has prompted the Health 
Ministry to consider open- 
ing emergency wards in 
several suburbs of the capi- 
tal. 


Nigerian court sentences 
21 people to death 


LAGOS (AFP) — A 
Nigerian court has sen- 
tenced 21 people to death 
after finding them guilty 
of murdering a hospitsti 
director in a dispute over 
money, police said Tues- 
day. 

The verdict and sentence 
were handed down over 
the weekend by the High 
Court in Zaria in northern 
Kaduna state, the police 
told AFP. 

They 21 defendants were 


found guilty of killing the 
director of the Ahmadu 
Bello University Hospital 
Centre in Zaria, Bamidele 
Bandipo, the state police 
chief Yakubu Shu’aibu 
said. 

The defendants have 30 
days to lodge an appeal. 

Judge Stephen Makeri 
said enough evidence has 
been established against 
them to warrant their con- 
viction for culpable homi- 
cide, which carries the 


death penalty. 

Bandipo was murdered 
in October 1995 by irate 
hospital workers demand- 
ing unpaid allowances. 

The coun was told they 
went into Bandipo's 
office, beat him into a 
coma and dumped him 
inside the boot (trunk) of a 
car. He was later taken to a 
hospital mortuary where 
he was rescued by police, 
but died of his injuries. 


Muslims and Hindus 
backed apartheid 
oppression, probe hears 


EAST LONDON. South 
Africa (AFP) — Muslim and 
Hindu leaders Tuesday 
admitted tbeir communities 
were guilty of helping 
enforce the white minority's 
opipiessive separation of 
South Africa's racial groups 
under apartheid. 

Clerics from the predomi- 
nantly etiinic Inchon and 
coloured (mixed-race) faiths 
were testifying before South 
Africa's Truth and Reconcil- 
iation Commission, which is 
currently probing the role of 
churches in apartheid-era 
crimes. 

Faried Esack, a cleric and 
former leader of South 
Africa's Call of Islam move- 
ment, accused many lighter- 
skinned Muslims of mis- 
neating their poor, block 
cousins. 

"Blacks often experienced 
suffering as workers in the 
homes of Muslims,'’ Mr. 
Esack testified. *ln our own 
personal lives, we were no 
differem from those white 
people, whom we ... call the 
oppressors.” 

Muslims were never "sin- 
gled out for c^ipressioa dur- 
ing apartheid," when the 
minority-white regime 
enforced disciiminatory laws 
and services fes* each of the 
country's four main race 
groups. 

didn't suffer as Mus- 
lims, but as coloureds and 
Indians, and a handful of 
blacks and whites." Mr. 
^acksaid. 

Ashwin Trikamjee, a rep- 
resentative of the South 
Afiican Hindu Maha Sabha 
movement, described how 
Hindus lost churches and 
schools as a result of state 
actions. 

Yet he conceded that “so- 
called leadeix" of the coun- 
try's one million-strong Indi- 
an community often cooper- 
ated with the regime, and in 
some cases served in a short- 


lived tricameral parliament 
divided along racid lines. 

‘In the past, so-called lead- 
ers of the Hindu community 
failed nuserably and hope- 
lessly in voicing opposition 
to the apartheid regime." Mr. 
Trikamjee said. 

Others who opposed 
apartheid distanced them- 
selves from the Hindu com- 
munity, he added. 

Mr. ^ck described how 
^qiartheid police allowed 
mosques to remain while 
tearing down multi-religious, 
black and coloured neigh- 
bourhoods which the gov- 
ernment had earmarked 
exclusively for white groups. 

"Our mosques were left 
untouched ... the apartheid 
regime demolished church- 
es. while Muslims were 
uprooted, thrown into the 
middle of nowhere... throw'n 
far fiom our businesses." Mr. 
Esack said. 

Islamic leaders maintained 
"a solid silence*' after a Mus- 
lim anti-apartheid activist 
was killed in prison in 1979, 
the former Call of Islam 
leader said. 

‘That silence held for 
se\'en years non-.stop, at a 
mosque level and a religious 
leatohip level," Mr. &ack 
said. 

Since Monday, the truth 
commission has been prob- 
ing the role of a range of reli- 
gious groups in either sup- 
porting or opposing the for- 
mer government, uhich gave 
way to a black-led govern- 
ment under President Nelson 
Mandela and his Afiican 
National Congress (ANC) in 
the historic 1994 all-race 
elections. 

The Dutch Reformed 
Church, whose Afrikaner 
members included senior 
apartheid government lead- 
ers. is expected to offer an 
apology Wednesday for its 
support of an oppressive 
regime. 


Emirates now flies to 
Dubai four times a 



For the finest service to Dubai you can choose no better than Emirates. 

Four flights a week. Four great op{x>rtunities to connect 'via Dubai to the Gulf Area, 
Africa, Asian Subcontinent, Far East, and Australia. First, Business and Economy semce 
available on all flights. For your comfort: a personal v’ideo, phone, fax, and the finest cuisine. 
After all, what did you think we won all our awards for? 

Visa applications to Dubai are available at Emirates office. 
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Out with prejudices 

IT IS customary to hear prejudiced people from 
one religious faith smear another out of sheer 
ignorance and intolerance. But for a religious 
authority, like U.S. Christian Evangelist Pat 
Robertson, to utter venomous statements against 
Islam is not only utterly irresponsible, it is also 
dangerous in that what be says can sow tbe seeds 
of deeper animosities among human beings. 
Robertson's recent reference to Muslims as slave 
traders who sold Africans into servitude is noth- 
ing but an arrogant attempt to distort history 
and perpetuate Islamophobia. Vicious attacks 
on Islam by people like him have done nothing 
to promote understanding and tolerance 
between the three monotheistic religions. On the 
contrary the attacks have led to such diverse 
and negative reactions as we can see violently 
displayed the world over today, the latest being 
the Luxor massacre. 

Even if we assume, for tbe sake of arguing 
with Robertson's vindictive remark, that some 
Arabs were involved in the sale of slaves to 
Americans a few centuries ago, is it not so obvi- 
ous to him, and to all like-minded people, that 
it was the white Christians of America who 
“bought" them and perpetuated their enslave- 
ment for a long time? If we are to dig deeper into 
history, we can And that the mistreatment of 
Africans and other races had assumed greater 
proportions at the hands of tbe white Christians 
of Europe and America than by any other people 
or faith. Islam, as is well-known to its followers 
and others, banned trading In slaves and not 
only freed them but also considered them equal 
citizens in the state. 

It is conceivable that there were some Arabs 
who aided and abetted the slave trade for the 
American market for strictly material consider- 
ations and in defiance of the ideals and tenets of 
their religion. 

But to put the tag of "^slave traders" on today's 
Arabs and Muslims is like equating Americans, 
the descendants of European immigrants, to tbe 
barbarians of Europe in its dark age. 

Most peoples on Earth have dark spots in their 
histories, not least among them the Americans 
themselves. If present-day conflicts were to be 
fought with uame-calling and mudslinging jo 
one nation will escape being staiued. But if wr all 
seek the bright future that has been promiscJ by 
prophets and philosophers alike then remarks 
like those made by Rev. Robertson will only take 
us backward. If any. these remarks and similar 
counter-remarks will only lead to greater misun- 
derstandings and indeed deeper conflicts. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's Rumadiin Rawashdeh ur^ed the concerned 
authorities to build a hospital in the Shobok disuict of 
.southern Jordan in view of the increasing demand for 
health sei^'ices that are unavailable at clinics and health 
centres. One after another, the successive governments 
promised the Shobuk district a hospital realising that it is 
an urgent requirement for the tens of thousands of local 
residents, said the writer. He said patient.s are often 
referred to Ma'an hospital or to hospitals in Amman, fac- 
ing difficulties in making the trip to another govemorate 
either because they are poor and cannot afford travel 
e.\pen.ses for repeated treatment at far away hospitals or 
because they :tre in such poor health and cannot risk tak- 
ing the trips to these hospitals. The writer said visitors 
and tourists who need hospitalisation while on a trip in 
the .Shnhak di.sirici are air-lifted by helicopter to Amman, 
a costly trip for the countiy*. He said even a 10-bed hos- 
pital (hat could be enlarged later is a pressing need for 
Shobak inhabitants and one that would save the country 
extra expenses and provide the local inhabitants with a 
most valuable .service. 

A1 Dustour daily said day-after-day voices are raised 
around the world calling on the U.S. to resort to negoti- 
ation rather than confrontation in dealing with (he Iraqi 
problem: and the Arab countries in particular ore .show- 
ing very negative reaction to the ongoing U.S. prepara- 
tions for war on Iraq. The paper said among the loudest 
voices was perhaps that of HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
who said that the use of rone is a blunt instrument and 
that the human dimension should be taken into account. 
FurthcrnRire. said the paper. His Majesty King Hussein 
was among the first Arab visitors to c^l on President Bill 
Clinton and urge dialogue and quiet diplomacy instead 
of confrontation. Perhaps it is die first time since tbe 
1991 Gulf war in which the U.S. finds itself alone except 
for Britain in ru.shing towards the mllitaiy option and 
preparing to escalate the .situation for an eventual strike 
on Iraq, said the paper. As the war preparations continue, 
tbe paper said, the Arab countries should rally together 
and take a uniHed stand against the use of force and 
advocate dialogue and even mediate to prevent another 
aggression on the Iraqi people. 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The Saddam phenomenon 


DR, RON WALTERS, a professor of political 
science at the University of Maryland and a 
leading African-American intellectual, was 
once asked to explain the "Farrakhan phenom- 
enon." Minister Louis Farrokhan is the current 
leader of the movement in the U.S. known as 
the Nation of Islam. 

“Farrakhan." Waiters responded, “can best 
be understood as the measure of the depth of 
Black alienation from White America." This 
alienation. Walters continued, was felt at every 
level of .African-American society: the poor, 
Che young and unemployed, and even those 
successful and well-established who have been 
scared by discrimination. Since, in varying 
degrees, many have experienced this alien- 
ation, the appeal of Farrakhan is broader than 
his actual membership. 

The minister's appeal is in his blatant and 
often times outrageous challenge to the domi- 
nant American culture. When he de^es the 
authorities or when he denounces major insti- 
tutions. he strikes a responsive chord. And 
because his appeal is based on deeply felt 
alienation, when he is attacked, his appeal 
becomes even stronger. 

In this regard, the Farrakhan phenomenon is 
as much a psychological phenomenon of anger 
and alienation as it is a political phenomenon. 

What is clear to the majority of African- 
American leaders is that this phenomenon is 
not a solution to the dilemmas faced by their 
community. Farrakhan. and the support he 
receives, is a symptom of the problems facing 
Black America, not its cure. 

1 thought of this model in the past week as I 
watched the displays of pro-Saddam sentiment 
in Iraq, in Cairo, in Rumallah. and in Gaza. 
The point 1 am seeking to make became clear- 
er as I engaged callers to my call-in radio and 
TV programmes on ANA-TV in the U.S. 

What was being played out in the demon- 
stratiorLs and the phone calls was a measure of 


the depth of Arab alienation from the existing 
world order. In almost every instance, there 
was anger. Anger at the U.S. "double stan- 
dard." anger at the failure of the world com- 
munity to enforce resolutions against Iraq but 
not against Israel, and anger at the plight of the 
Iraqi people. 

There was, in all of this, no real support for 
the regime in Iraq, and no real effort to excuse 
its abuses or its terror. But, and "but" is on 
overused word in these discussions, in each 
instance those who are angry and alienated 
respond “but what about Cana” or “but what 
about Netanyahu and Sharon,” etc. 

There is a connecrion between the failing 
peace process, the obstructionism of the Likud 
government, and the mood of anger and alien- 
ation that has clouded and captured the minds 
of many. 

Former Secretary of State James Baker 
understood this well. Speaking before 
Congress on September 4. 1990, at the early 
stages of Iraq's occupation of Kuwait, he 
ad£essed this issue. In response to a congress- 
man who asked why the U.S. should continue 
to consider Palestinian needs when there were 
pro-Saddam rallies in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. Baker said: 

“One of the most telling arguments that 
Saddam Hussein makes is that he is the cham- 
pion of the down-trodden. He (pretends to be) 
the champion of the Palestinians who have no 
place to go and who are sorely put-upon, and 
that is why I think. . . it is important that we 
keep our eyes as well on the ball of moving. . 
. towards some resolution of that problem, 
because then tbe ground will not be as fertile 
as it is today." 

The reason that the Doha summit has not 
succeeded in gaining broad Arab support, the 
reason that the majority of the U.S.' Arab allies 
are not supporting a U.S. military response to 
Saddam's latest antics, and the reason that on 


the “Arab street," as it is called, there is still 
“fertile ground" is one and the same. There is 
still, seven years ^er Baker .spoke, a profound 
Arab sense of ^evance with the West's f^ure 
to address legitimate Arab needs and aspira- 
tions. 

What is most heartening is that major U.S. 
newspapers have written extensively about 
this very issue in tbe past week. And within the 
administration itself there is a growing debate. 
There is recognition that U.S. foreign policy 
objectives are confounded by our failure to 
address the root causes of Arab alienation and 
by our failure to equitably address Arab rights 
and needs. 

Saddam's outrageous provocations and the 
supportive response they illicit are not a solu- 
tion. Whaf has Iraq gained? The Security 
Council is now unanimous in its resolve to 
tighten sanctions. The Iraqi people will contin- 
ue to suffer. And those who demon.strate out of 
anger are sadly no closer to freedom. 

SimUarly, simply striking tbe dictator down 
is not a solution in and of itself since that could 
only cause the alienation to grow. The regime 
in Iraq must comply with U.N. resolutions. 
But, for the credibility of that institution, and 
the U.S. titat stands behind it. there must be 
consistency. 

As American society has learned, there is a 
warning bell that must be heard if the 
Fanakban phenomenon is to be understood 
and resolv^ The legacy of discrimination 
against African-Americans and its conse- 
quences must be addressed. So too, the world 
community and especially the U.S. must 
understand the sources of Ae phenomenon of 
alienation that are now being manifested in the 
Middle East. 

If, in Baker's words, the root causes of Arab 
despair and anger are addressed and resolved, 
the ground will not be so fertile and Saddam 
will be playing to an unresponsive audience. 


The Australian republic: Too late for hesitations 


By Gwyiuie Dyer 

“THE RISK," warned Tony Abbott, 
ex-director of Australians for a 
Constitutional Monarchy, “is that 
we will destroy tiie legitimacy of 
the existing Constitution without 
producing an acceptable alternative, 
and end up like Canada, which has 
been left fractured by two decades 
of constitutional navel-gazJ^g.” But 
it's too late for hesitations: Australia 
is going to become a republic. 

it isn't clear yet exactly what kind 
of republic, and there still has to be 
a rererendum, but basically ir is a 
done deal. In a series of statements 
over the past week. Australia's 
Prime Minister John Howard has 
made it clear that next February's 
constitutional convention will have 
the task of formulating a concrete 
proposal for a republic that will 
then be put to Austrians in a refer- 
endum. 

Many people had doubts about 
Howard's irue intentions, for he 
opposed a republic when Labour 
leader Paul Keating floated the idea 
before the 1*993 election. When 
Howard instead promised a consti- 
tutional convention before his 
Liberal-led coalition won the 1996 
election, he was widely suspected 
of trying to bury the issue. 

Suspicions deepened when 
Howard announced that he would 
pick half of the 152 convention del- 
egates himself — but the people 
Howard has nominated are unani- 
mously conceded to be a fair cross- 
section of Australian society and 
opinion. A postal ballot will elect 
the other h:Jf of the delegates by 9 
December, and Howard has now 
given the convention a precise task 
and promised a referendum on the 
outcome. Why? 

The world is full of people who 
would be surprised to learn that the 


Queen of England land Scotland, 
and Northern Ireland, and New 
Zealand, and even Canada) is also 
Queen of Australia. Indeed, it has 
always been a contentious issue in 
Australia Itself, since so many of 
the country's early settlers were 
Irish and convicts — the two cate- 
gories were not fully interchange- 
able — who loathed the British 
monarchy and all its works. 


clear majority of voters comtnitted 
to a republic: 54 per cent for, 30 
percent against, and 16 per cent 
undecided. Diana died a monar- 
chist, but she has proven to be the 
greatest force for republicanism in 
several generations. 

Two months of feverish debate in 
Australia about the monarchy since 
her death has scarcely shifted the 
September numbers at all. If th^ 


“[A]n Australian republic would deliver not 
one extra job, not one extra hospital bed, 
not one extra policeman on the beat, not one 
extra cent paid off the national debt" 

Prime Minister John Howard 


The issue stayed on a hock burner 
for so long because it was too divi- 
sive to bring out into the open — 
and because it has been a long time 
now since the British monarch had 
any real say in Australia. As 
Howard puts it, Australia is a 
"crowned republic”: its real head of 
state is the governor-general, 
appointed by the queen on the rec- 
ommendation of the Australian gov- 
ernment, and that person has always 
been an Australian since 1965. 

'ne symbolism still grates on 
many Australians, however, and the 
approaching centenary of 
Australian federation on New 
Year's Day. 2001 has put the issue 
on the front burner. Image-con- 
scious Australian republicans are 
especially anxious to avoid having 
the 'British Queen' open the 2000 
Sydney Olympics. But it was the 
queen herself, or rather her dysfunc- 
tional family, that finally tipped the 
balance against the monarchy. 

In September, right after Diana's 
death, opinion polls for the first 
time in Australian history showed a 


'undecideds' split in the same pro- 
portion, then the actual anti-monar- 
chy majority, come tbe referendum, 
could be as great as two-to-one. 
And that is why John Howard is 
going with the flow. 

As he himself said on 1 1 
November, “an Australian republic 
would deliver not one extra job, not 
one extra hospital bed, not one extra 
policeman on the beat, not one extra 
cent paid off the national debL*' It's 
hard to imagine a more purely sym- 
bolic issue. But Howard is in 
enough trouble with the electorate 
on other issues that he can see the 
benefits of a harmless diversion that 
uses up about a year's political 
time. 

So Australia will be a republic 
before the millenium, and tbe ques- 
tion is whether other countries will 
follow. New Zealand's new prime 
minister, Jenny Shipley, says that 
she has no intention of bringing the 
issue up, but she may fmd it to 
resist once Australia's intentions 
become clear. 

New Zealand has its Irish popula- 


tion too. plus many non-British 
immigrants and over 15 per cent 
Maoris and Pacific Islanders — all 
people who have no particular rea- 
son to love the British Queen. And 
if New Zealand can do it what 
about Canada, where over a quarter 
of the population speaks French and 
around 40 per cent are of neither 
British nor French origin? 

It is a matter of permanent a.<iton- 
ishment that CanadaJbas not offered 
the olive branch of a republic to its 
nbn-'Bntisb maibrity/Tt wbOld cost 
nothing, it would salve wounds left 
open by tbe endless con.stitutional 
wars, and no significant group 
would oppose it. Even younger- 
geneiation Canadians of British or 
part-British descent don't give a ffg 
for the monarchy. 

Walter Bagehot who articulated 
the idea of a constitutional monar- 
chy as 19th-century Britain gradual- 
ly moved towards mass democracy, 
was a cynical man. A monarchy, he 
observed, concentrated the attention 
of the nation “on one person doing 
interesting things,” ' whereas a 
republic was “a government in 
which the attention is divided 
between many, who are all doing 
uninteresting actions.” 

Bagehot therefore aigued that 
democracy would work better if the 
monarchy “acts as a disguise” 
which the mob can cheer for, even if 
it means that “the re^ (elected) 
rulers are secreted in second-class 
carnages.” But that was before 
mass media and mass education 
gave most people the iU)Uity to 
make their own political choices. 

Bagehot was in the business of 
rationalising the status quo. and he 
was probably always wrong. He's 
certainly wrong now; even in 
Britain the monarchy will only sur- 
vive if it greatly scales down its pre- 
tensions. 



Entitled to more accuracy 


lb the Editor: 


YOUR ARTICLE entitled “Reorganised national committee aims to 
increase women's role in society" (Jordan Times, Nov. 18. 1997) has 
several factual and contextual mistakes that need correction, beginning 
with (but regrettably not only limited to) the name of the committee! 
The officiaT name of tbe body that your article deals with is the 
Jordanian National Committee for Women (JNCW) and not the 
National Committee for Jordanian Women (NCJW). which I remember 
I distinctly informed your reporter of on the day he interviewed me in 
my capacity as .<:ecretary general (and not general secretary) of JNCW. 

The event that led to this unfortunate interview wa.s that the Cabinet, 
upon the recommendation of Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Bint 
Talal. Chairperson of JNCW, had approved a new membership of 
JNCW since the term of the membership of tbe previous committee 
expired on November 15. Your reporter quotes me as saying that “we 
have appointed a large number of members who are specialised in cer- 
tain fields, such os law, and others who have experience in working for 
women-related issues and governmental or electoral fields." when the 
least I should know about the organisation 1 have tbe honour to work 
in is how its membership is formed! Actually. I am sure I did not say 
that whole sentence which appears as a quote from me. 

Ever since its establishment, JNCW has had the function of coordi- 
nation with both governmental and non-governmental organisations. 
Therefore, tbe statement that JNCW “has added a coordinating sub- 
committee with government organisations, in addition to the existing 


NGO coordinatiog sub-commitcee" is wrong since this function has 
been going on for a long time. 

The legal committee that works with JNCW is not composed solely 
of technocrats as it appears in your article, but has a wider scope of 
membership. Its recommendations are first reviewed by JNCW before 
they are submitted through official channels. 

Several errors have occurred in your reporting on the new member- 
ship of JNCW. Tlie membership includes the ministers (nor represen- 
tatives) of planning and social development (not development affairs), 
the rapporteur (not a representative) of the Senate Legal Committee, 
tbe under-secretapr of labour (not works), and the under-secretary of 
higher education is not among the members of JNCW. 

The titles (and sometimes names) of civil society representatives in 
JNCW are incorrect. The secretary general (m>t general secretary) of 
tbe General Federation of L.abour Unions is Khaled Sbreim (not Abdul 
Halim Khaddam). The chairperson (not director) of the General 
Federation of Jordanian Women is Nujoud Fawzi, (not Najwa Nouri). 
Amneh Zu’hi is chairperson (not director) of the Jordanian Women's 
Union, and May Abu Samen is secret^ general (not director) of the 
Jordanian National Forum (not federation) of Women. 

Surely, JNCW and the Jordan Times readership are entitled to more 
accurate reporting than this. 




Amal A. Sabbash 
Secretary General of JNCW 


i&k.;. 


Elevation 
but no 
elation 

By All Kassay 

ONE OF THE most fasci- 
nating aspects of life in the 
Middle East is die faith that 
some have in the cyclical 
theoiy of history. You see. 
people are displeased with 
the grq> that separates one’s 
self image item the readit>' 
of one's life. The obvious 
solution would be to do 
sometiung about it. like 
identifying problems and 
solving them. But that 
means work, which is unac- 
ceptable in our exalted trib- 
al traditions. Work is done 
by women and men of mod- 
est birth. Not^les earn 
their keep for refraining 
firmn doing what they are 
best qualified to do, which 
is to obstruct those willing 
to worik. 

Besides, our noble Arab 
politeness, unlike the brash 
ways of the infidels, pre- 
vents us from adnutting that 
problems exist It is more 
polite to deny them. 
Therefore, we have come 
up witli the cyclical thecay 
of history, which is support- 
ed by not^g other th^ our 
wishful thinking. Briefly 
put it states that Arabs were 
powerful and affluent when 
Europeans were backward 
and poor, so it is only a mat- 
ter of waiting until history 
goes a full cycle and 
restores to us our past glory 
without our having to lift a 
finger. 

Whether the theory bolds, 
only time will tell. 
Howev'er, its proponents 
can take heart from some 
marufesia.tipns of its. validi- 
ty that have begun to make 
diemselves felt on a small 
scale, of course, but as 
Confocius wisely observed.^- 
the journey of a tbousand> 
miles starts with one step. - 
or words to this eft^ ‘ 

Now if you cast youi:-. 
minds back to a time which/ 
many of our young will be.' 
surprised to learn existed.^ 
mainly the pre-computeT'| 
game age. you will remem-:': 
ber the joy we bad playing^ 
snakes and ladders; the rap-; 
ture that accompanied hit-^ 
ting the bottom of a ladder^ 
or the unsportsmanlike glee? 
when an oppooenc laoded-jl 
on the bead of a snake.,’ 
Little did we know then that . 
this game would haunt usj 
and dominate our adult^ 
Lives. ; 

It all started when some-| 
one decided that lines in the I 
middle of the road, which | 
we seem to draw because | 
we see advanced couniries | 
do so. then we proceed to I 
ignore them completely, | 
were inadequate as a deco- 1 
ration. Therefore th^ were ^ 
replaced by protrud^ cats ^ 
eyes, then bigger and more 1 
luminous cats eyes, and so \ 
on. Then some decorator ) 
figured out that it must be . 
quite boring to have liimi- | 
nous lines r unning only the 
length of the highways and 
byways, so we started 
putting foem across die 
streets in the oaost prepos- 
terous places, impeding the 
flow of trafffc unnecessari- 
ly- 

The trouble with life, 
howevec, is that people 
would not leave gooi^ 
enough, or bad enou^ in 
this cas^ alone. They have 
to take it a sfep ftirthW. So 
now the large cats eyes are 
being r^la^ even larg- 
er bumps, which maifft dri- 
ving in Amman an interest- 
ing experience, rather like 
tbe song that compares life 
to a roUcF-coaster. One 
minute you- are flowing 
along, then tbe next yrai 
cease to drive and be^n lo 
fly after hfcmg a bump, 
c^y to land in a pot hole 
diat has not been fWed and 
levelled because all tbe 
workmen are too busy 
build^bnmps. 

Unlike the roller-coaster 
or the game .of snakes and 
ladders, howevec; this is a 
case when- elevation and 
elation do not go togetiier. 
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Hidden history or hidden agenda? 
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poteooals can be empio>'ed in 
{xonotiog their economy," said 
tbeReg^ 

He said that: “Arab citizens 
have been derived for many 
years of the blessing of siabiliw 
but the time has come for reu- 
sm 10 be the driving fonre 
behind planning and ambitious 
concqxs to act as an incentive 
for construction and faith lo 
serve as a way for good and 
ooostnjctive work. We in Jor- 
dan are for peace and we 
believe that it is more difilcult 
to attain than war 


peace is not just signing paper 
but rather diligence, persever- 
ance and \ision. The peace 
process is bound to encounter 
obstacles and meet with 
monfienLs that cause despair 
and scepticism but only the 
faithful hold on and strive to 
am\-e at the final objective." 

He .said “absence of peac^ 
means a return to the state of 
war, killing and assassination 
of life opportunities for the 
coming generation. War mean.s 
that our region spends on 
preparations for conflict and 
the maintenance of weapons 
more than it allocates for agri- 


culture. development and sci- 
entific rcsearvh. Indeed, stads- 
lics on poverty and unempip>'- 
meni reveal the bitter r^ty 
which wc should try* to end.” 
Prince Hassan stressed that 
reform starts with oneself 
smrssing that “wc support all 
initiatives for coc^madon 
among oursch^ and opening 
channels of communication for 
humanitarian reladoas and for 
invesmienL We seek to rebuild 
Mir Arab institutions, cony out 
joint ventures, achieve integra- 
tion. boost our production and 
enhance our compedtivc capa- 
bilities." 


BOOK REVIEW 


MENA participants call for peace progress 


•»' \ '.i! ■■ 

■\A .-Vi.-.: 

I Si. 

• .1 ; I'.c::..- 


)ns 


; ‘ IS- 1 . ■ 

I'.v . \ 

'I \ 

•‘SP! J !■: 

» * i ! J; %. '*■. ... 
,r* .-f 

tiiaik.;'' H'f.. 
’B.I .•!!.?! 
!• 

il I. . 


■■!'^“!;iicj ;„.y ; 

I 'I 

"ur 

unM-iy,. 
• ' %it- 

vv.i 1-,. 


' : !■ 
-.-ji 
•'1'^ -"'J.T 


(CiMitinued &xnn page 1) 

piivadsadon. structural reform, 
and the removal of trade bani- 
eis. 

“This has provided a busi- 
oess-fiieadly economic cli- 
mate throughout the region and 
will strengthen the ability to 
attract foreign investment and 
trade,” stated the declaration. 

pardapants agreed that the 
Palestinian economy should be 
developed as it continues to 
suffer from Israeli-impiosed 
restriedems and closures which 
hinder trade and the mos'ement 
of labourers. 

They said the 'immediate 
removal of these restriedve 
measures and closures... U 
essential toward restoring con- 
fidence between the concerned 
parties.” 

Many Western business 
leaders went home with many 
“fvoposals in their bags" for 
potential joint ventures with 
MENA members. 

PardcipanLs reviewed 
progress in the estabILshmem 
of the institutions that have 


been established by the previ- 
ous three .summits. 

The importance of creating 
the Bunk for Econontic Coop- 
eration and Development in 
the Middle East North 
Africa was highlighted. The 
bank is expected to promote 
inter-region^ capital flow, to 
build infrastructure projects, 
and to develop the private sec- 
tor. 

Countries in the process of 
ratification were encouraged to 
financially assist the *T)irth" of 
this bonk so as to allow it to 
Stan operations in 199S. 

Progress of work for the 
establishment of the Regional 
Economic and £)evelopmeni 
Working Group (REDWG) 
w-as also reviewed as well as 
the status of the Monitraing 
Commiuec Secretariat which 
was established at the Amman 
summit in 1995 and fcrmally 
inaugurated in 1996. In addi- 
tion. the activities of the moni- 
toring committee and the 
REDWG wvre noted in the 
Copenhagen Action l^an per- 
tainins to infrastructure. 


tourism, trade and finaiKe. 

The conference praised 
Qatar for hosting MEN.A 
amidst calls for cancellation 
stating: “Recognising the diffi- 
cult political circumstances, 
the participants expressed their 
a^icciation for both Qatar's 
courageous leadership in the 
quest for a comprehensive, just 
^ lasting peace in the Middle 
East, and for honouring its 
international conuniimcni to 
host the conference." 

Even though no country was 
designated as the venue for tire 
next economic conference, 
panicipams affirmed that the 
next meeting would take place 
in 1998. The steering commit- 
tee was given the nesporesibili- 
ly to consult with (he private 
sector as stated in the 
Casablanca Declaration In 
1994, and to agree upon the 
theme for next year's confer- 
ence. 

The next host country' would 
be announced at the World 
Economic FcMvm's annual 
meeting in Davos at the end of 
January 1998. 


Russia, Iraq forge plan to resolve crisis 


QM of S«oiic: The Hidden History 
of Jerusalem 
By Meron Benx’enisti 
j University* of Califomia Press, 
I 1996, 274 pages, $24.95 

i THE TITLE of this book Ls appealing, 
making us to learn something 
new and significant about (he Holy- 
City. The author's credentiaLs add to 
this impre.ssiun. Meron Benvenisti is 
a fonner deputy mayor of Jenisalem. 
and was once responsible for admin- 
istering East Jerusalem and the Old 
City. Of cou!^, we expect an Israeli 
bias, but if anyone knows about the 
subject, he musL As h turns out, 
though, whal we do leum — 
inverse exantple — is the need for 
writing history 'from below" (from 
the viewpoint of ordinary people), in 
the style of the late English hisiorian, 
E.P. TTiompson, and others. In City' of 
Stone, the authority, Benvenisti, tells 
us precious little l^ut how pei^le 
have really lived in Jerusalem over the 
yeais. That should hav'e been impor- 
tant 10 him, since he speaks for a func- 
tional approach to solving the con- 
flict. 

The only major exception to this 
omission is the chapter, “Blueprint for 
Catastrophe." which deals with the 
inherent tension between preservation 
and development of the city. This is 
by far the most interesting chapter in 
the book, tracing architecture, land- 
scaping and urban plorming in the city 
from ancient times to the present It is 
oI.so the most 'honest, for it deals at 
length with how Palestinians have 
been displaced from Jenisalem by 
Israel's political planning. 

The rest of the book is a hisioiy of 
Jerusalem that is more official than 
hidden, covering Ottoman rule and 
the British Mandate, up through ihe 
1948 and 1967 wars and the intifada, 
and including a rev-iew of various 
plans for uniting, dividing or interna- 
tionalising the city. The author begins 
by distancing himself from exclusive 
claims to the Holy City; whether pro- 
mulgated by IsraelLs or Palestinians. 
In his metaphor. "The chronicles of 


Jenisilem are a ^gantic quarry finm 
v^ch eacb side has mined stones for 
the construction of its myths — and 
for throwing at each othe?* (fiages 5- 
4). 

Benvenisti sees that botii sides have 
legitimate needs, concerns and attach- 
menu to the city. He strikes an impor- 
tioi. pragmatic note, intimating that be 
wants his book to be pan of the search 
fra* a solution. 

Religious afifoirs are accorded great 
attention, which is natural conadning 
Jerusalem's importance to the three 
monotheistic reli^ons, and the inter- 
twining of religious and nationalist 
asjrirations. However, there is much 
emphasis on conflicts between differ- 
ent Christian sects, and pnAlems 
caused by the idiosyncratic beliefs of 
parts of ATch reli^ous communi^'. In 
contrast, there is vinuoUy nothing 
about the many social institutions run 
by religious denominations — 
Jerusalem's old and renown schools, 
hospitals and welfare oiganisations. 
Their inclusion would have told more 
about real life. 

Benvenisti's focus on multi-sided 
reli^ous conflicts tends to dow'nplay 
Jerusalem’s place at the core of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, which is 
about occupation and dispossession. 
Instead, in Benvenisti's rendition, the 
question of Jerusalem becomes "irra- 
tional at its core," an “inteicommunal 
conflict." a "condition;" and in his 
words, “Conditions have no solu- 
tions...” (pages 222-233). This contra- 
dicts the idu dial he is in search of a 
solution. If there is none, then today's 
status quo — Israeli annexation of the 
city' — will become the final status. At 
rock bottom, this is the intellectual 
counterpart to successive Israeli gov- 
ernments' refusal to contemplate any 
compromise on Jerusalem. 

Benvenisti is critical of many Israeli 
policies. Yet, his reading of history 
always tends to crane to Israel's 
defense on crucial points. His dispas- 
sionate style of writing allows him to 
insert his bias subtly, so it aj^iears as 
facL Early on, be w’rites that by the 
mid-ISOC^ Jews were a majority in 


Jeiusulem, 
though this has 
been disputed by 
U.N. figures as 
well as by 
respected Pales- 
tinian scholars 
like Hemy Canon 
and Waiid Kbali- 
di. Benvenisti's 
'Tact” is based on 
esuniaies by 
European trav- 
ellers. consuls 
and residents in 
the ci^. Onoman 
figures ^ow far 
fewer Jews, part- 
ly because many 
of them were for- 
eigners but this 

didn't entirely 
account fra* the 
discrepancy. On 
this point, (he 
German hi^orian 
Alexander 
Scholch wrote 

that, for the 19th centuiy. “no reliable 
breakdown of the population of 
Jerusalem is possible, as long os the 
Ottoman population registers and the 
registers of the European consulates 
concerned, have not been scrutinised 
carefully in detail" (Jerusalem in 
History, edited by KJ. Asuli, 1990). 
Benvenisti cannot be unaware of 
these doubts, yet he repeats this “fact” 
to support Israeli claims to the city no 
less th^ five times. 

Many other “facts” are c-asuoll}' 
recon^ in isolation, giving a false 
impresaon. Jordan is accused of 
upsetting the balance in Jerusalem in 
June 1967, by moving troops into the 
no-man's-Iand which divid^ the city, 
forcing Israel's army to craiquer the 
whole city in self-defence. In general, 
Israeli militoiy aggression is omitted 
as a cause of events. There are many 
references to bouses “left” or “desert- 
ed" by Palestinians during the 1948 
and 1967 wars, without telling what 
mad e them leave. Yet, Benvenisti 
must have read the IDF documents 



declassified in the mid-SON which 
estimated that most Palestinians who 
left in 1948, did so due tu Israeli mili- 
tary actirais. On the other hand, Pales- 
tinians are blamed for revolting in 
1936, since, according to Bcnvcni>ii, 
lliey had no chance of winning. The 
message “hidden" between the lines 
seemslto be that it is best to acquiesce 
to the fate dealt out by Israeli miliiorv 
mighL 

*fhe history' Benvenisti has written 
is neither new nor hidden, i: is a 
sophisticated replay of pre’.iously 
htrard uigumenLs for the world to 
accept the Israeli-dominated status 
quo. Presumuhly. that was his hidden 
agenda in writing a bvxik which is 
obviously geared to U.S. audiences, 
where many ore kxt ignorant of Mid- 
dle East history to delect his bia.v TIrt 
only strange thing in iliis context is 
that Benvenisti scarcely nicniion.s the 
U.S. in his book, or iLs extensive aid to 
Israel. 

Sallv Bland 


(Continiied &om page 1 ) 

conditional offer on Monday 
for the return of the U.S. 
inspectors to Baghdad, trav- 
elled from Morocco to 
Moscow on Tuesday to meet 
Mr. Primakov. 

U.S. Secretaiy of State 
Madeleine AJbri^t said Sun- 


day that Washington has asked 
Russia and France to convince 
Iraq 10 back down on its 
refusal to deal with U.S. arms 
inspeaors working for the 
UJ'I. 

Since the U.5. inspectors 
were expelled from Baghdad 
last weeii; leading to the evac- 
uation of most of their col- 


leagues in the UJ4. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) for 
disarming Iraq. Washington 
has rumed down Iraqi calls to 
open a dialogue. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Lee McCha- 
ny said “new arrangemenis" 
could be discussed once Iraq 
complied with U.N. resolu- 


tions and allowed the U.N. 
inspectors to get back to worL 

“The first step is compli- 
ance." Mr. McClenny said. “It 
might be possible to talk about 
some new arrangemems after 
that." 

But Iraq's U.N. Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoun said Monday 
that a U.S. proposal to consid- 


er a further easing of sanctions 
under the oii-for-food deal to 
allow Baghdad to purchase a 
broader list of goods under the 
accord was insufildent 
Mr. Aziz said Monday that 
Iraq would allow' the return of 
U.S. members in UNSCOM 
so long as they were on an 
equal footing U anus 


experts from ocher counnies. 

“Maybe this is the beginning 
of a diplomatic way out of the 
crisis," said UNSCOM chair- 
man Richard Buder. But 
Washington rejected the pro- 
posal saying Iraq had no right 
(0 dictate tenns. 

U.S. President Bill CUntrai, 
who has ordered a second air- 


craft carrier to the Gulf that is 
due to arrive as early as 
Wednesday, has refused to rule 
out the use of force. 

“1 am dying to setde this 
issue peacefully, but our diplo- 
matic efforts must be booked 
by our strong miiiiuiy capal;^- 
iiy." be said Monday, adding it 
was “essential that the UiJ. 


inspectors go buck to work.” 
The U.N., meanwhile, has 
sought to renew dialogue with 
Iraq, announcing an emer- 
gency meeting to dike place 
Friday of UNSCOM's supe^ 
vi&ors, wlto have an “udviso- 
ly" role. 
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Government modifies 
customs duty on many 
products, raw materials 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government Tuesday 
reduced customs duty on 46 
commodities and raw mate- 
rials used in industry, and 
removed all customs duty 
on processed food, sewing 
needles and diapers for old 
people. 

Emerging from a Cabinet 
meeting. Finance Minister 
Suleiman Hafez said the 
Council of Ministers dis- 
cussed his recommenda- 
tions and took this decision 
which aims at encouraging 
investment and providing 
protection to locally-manu- 
factured products and giv- 
ing Jordanian goods fuller 
opportunities to compete on 


foreign markets. 

Mr. Hafez said that with 
the reduction of duty' on 
raw materials, the local 
industries can produce less 
costly goods and can pro- 
vide the local markets and 
others abroad widi reason- 
ably-priced commodities 
The minister said the 
items affected by the deci- 
sion will be subjected to 
between five and 10 per 
cent duty from now on 
instead of 20 to 35 per cenL 

The Cabinet decision, he 
noted, exempts from duty 
processed food, chedd^ 
cheese, processed turkey, 
palm oil, mango juice, and 
inputs used in the process- 


ing of mortadella. 

Items on which customs 
duty is reduced include raw 
materials used in the chem- 
ical industries, chemical 
detergents, plastic and alu- 
minium containers, raw 
marble and granite stone, 
cigarette paper, pipes, alu- 
minium wires, refrigerators 
parts, auto parts, computer 
components and parts used 
in making cigarette lighters 
among others. 

The minister noted that 
the Cabinet decided to 
increase customs tariffs on 
garlic, aluminium plates 
and minced meat in a bid to 
provide protection to local 
products. 


Israel says Qatar gas deal possible 


DOHA (R) — Israel and 
Qatar are considering 
reviving a deal for Israel 
to buy about S2 billion in 
Liquefied Natural Gas 
( LNG ) from the Arab Gulf 
state through U.S. energy 
giant Enron Corp. an 
Israeli cabinet minister 
has said. 

Disclosing the contacts 
to reporters in the Qatari 
capital Doha, Industry and 
Trade Minister Natan Sha- 
ransky declined to go into 
details and said any seri- 


ous negotiations would 
have to be conducted at 
the technocratic rather 
than political level. 

‘T had a meeting yester- 
day with the energy minis- 
ter of Qatar. We agreed to 
reexamine the situation... 
certainly we are both 
ready to reexamine if 
there will be a need or 
possibility to renew the 
deal,” Mr. Sharansky told 
reporters. 

^tari Energy and 
Industry Minister Abdul- 
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lah Ben Hamad Attiyah 
told Reuters he had no 
comment on Mr. Sharan- 
sky's remarks. 

Israel and Qatar signed a 
preliminary agreement at 
the 1995 Middle East 
Economic Summit in 
Ammon. It was Israel's 
first public deal with an 
Arab Gulf state and 
hailed as a dividend of 
Middle East peacemaking. 

Since then the deal was 
widely perceived to have 
died, in part because Israel 
was considering other, 
possibly cheaper naturd 
gas supplies, but also 
because of a breakdown in 
reaonal peace moves. 

industry sources said 
differences had also arisen 
between Egypt and Qatar 
over supplying Israel with 
gas. They said Egypt 
might supply it through a 
pipeline more cheaply 
than Qatar, which would 
have to liquefy it and ship 
it on tankm. 

The minister, part of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's 
cabinet, admitted conci- 
sion about the status of the 
accord with Qatar, telling 
reporters: ‘They say we 
draped iL.. we are now 
checking into who truly 
dropped it" 

Sharansky said 
Israel was still consider- 
ing buying natural gas 
from Egypt and other 
countries. Israel has also 
weighed buying gas. seen 
as crucial to advancing its 
economy, from non- Arab 
states including Russia. 


Free trade is essential for MENA prosperity, 
participants at Doha economic conference told 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special lo the Jordan Tunes 

DOHA — A free trade area 
in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) 
region is a fact committed 
by the Barcelona Process, 
according to participants in 
the panel entitled: ‘The 
Ch anging Economic Scene 
in the Mediterranean," at the 
Doha Conference. 

'The Euro-Mediterranean 
Partnership has created new 
incentives for investment in 
emerging Mediterranean 
marlrets," they said. “More 
liberal trade with Europe 
will reduce government rev- 
enue from import tariffs 
through the acceptance of 
the Mediterranean countries 
to modernise and implement 
reforms.” 

The association agreement 
is not only a trade partner- 
ship, but also has political 
and buman dimensions, par- 
ticipants said. 

Jose Miguel Zaldo, chair- 
man of the joint business 
committee of Spain and 
Morocco, affinned that free 
trade in the MENA region 
would become a reality 
before the year 2010. 

From a business perspec- 
tive, he said there is no 
doubt that this area will 
become prosperous espe- 
cially for countries that have 
signed the association 
agreement at an early stage. 

For states that reduce tar- 
iffs by dismantling barriers 
the business will be more 
competitive, Mr. Zaldo indi- 
cated 

However, he mentioned 
some obstacles to the Euro- 
Mediterranean agreement in 
the MENA region and 
described them as draw- 
backs such as the high 
import dudes, the fear of 
businesses losing protec- 
tion. and the lack of legisla- 
tive clarity in some M^A 
countries. 

The importance of trained 
human resources was high- 
lighted by*NeUo Uceeletti. 
managing director of the 
Middle East Technipetrol in 
Italy. 

He emphasised the need to 
train buman resources as 
regional growth is connect- 
ed with the increase in input 
resources and improving 
technology. 

Social progress, he said, is 
a condition and can be 
achieved through socio-eco- 
nomic developmenL 

Mr. Uceeletti noted that 
the integration generated 
from this parmersUp has to 
be compatible and should 
preserve the cultural diver- 
sity of the region. 


The promotion of eco- 
nomic initiatives. he 
stressed, should be with the 
full support of the govern- 
ment. 

Matthias Burchard. eco- 
nomic advisor at the Euro- 
pean Union in Brussels, said 
that the Barcelona Process 
is not a revolutionary and 
short-term process “but evo- 
lutionary and long-term.” 
The objective of the 
agreement, he stated, is to 
promote pluralism and 
democracy, the integration 
of economies through free 
trade, peace and stability, 
and to improve the standard 
of living. 

He was optiinistic that for- 
eign investment would be 
attracted to the region as 
political and administrative 
climates improve and eco- 
nomic growth picks up. 

He noted that this MENA 
conference was important 
but would be in vain if 
peace is not established 
among the countries of the 
region. 

Free trade is essential for 
the prosperity of the MENA 
region, reemphasised Kjar- 
tan Johannsson. secretary 
general of the European 
Free Trade Association 
(EFTA) in Geneva. 

He reiterated that free 
trade would lead to prosper-, 
ity and peace as “ft^-trade 
is about competition and 
invesemenL” he said giving 
the example of the EFTA 
initiative which had at frrst 
been inward looking and 
now is outward looking. 

Mr. Johannsson noted that 
despite the fact EFTA was 
not part of the Barcelona 
Process, it managed to 
develop its own Mediter- 
ranean policy. 

Countries of the re^on 
should make firee-u^e 
agreements among them- 
selves. he said. 

Angus Blair, director of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa Research (ZNG) Bar- 
ing in the United Kingdom, 
highlighted that frnance was 
the catalyst for regional 
change, and that the associ- 
ation agreement was impor- 
tant for providing the impe- 
tus for industrial reform. 

Fifty per cent of the 
imports of Arab states, he 
said, comes from the Euro- 
pean Union whereas inter- 
regional trade amongst 
these countries amounts to 
seven per cenL 
He also illustrated that 
less than one per cent of 
direct foreign investment 
was in this region. 

“There is a definite need 
for transparency, privatisa- 
tion, and the flow of infor- 


mation from governments to 
investors.'’ be said. 

One Israeli businessman 
raised the case of Jordan 
and Israel where joint-busi- 
ness ventures are already 
taking place. 

He said that the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
posed a problem regarding 
the is<;ue of the cumulation 
of the rules of origin. 

The Products Delta, ajoint 
Jordanian-lsraeli project in 
Irbid hiring Over 700 Jor- 
danian employees, are 
forced to so to the United 


States only, he said, as the 
rule of origin prohibits these 
products from going into 
Europe. 

This was seen, by the 
audience, as an obstacle for 
enlarging investment 

Jordan is to sign the asso- 
ciation agrenneni with the 
European Union in Brussels 
on Nov. 24th. It is hoped 
that with more liberal okle 
with Europe, government 
revenue be reduced 
from import tariffs. 

Panellists believed that the 
cumulation of the rule of 


origin was an important 
ingredient in developing 
fciM trade between the 
MI^A region and Eurc^. 

They conceded that the 
cumulation rules are easy 
among countries that have 
the same rule.s and stan- 
dards. 

It was believed the MEN.A 
countries were not doing 
enough, but It w'a.s also 
believed that as we near the 
year 2OJ0. countries will 
feel the competition and be 
motivated into action and 
economic reform. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Electrical units 

■ 

m 

■ 

m 

m 




5 Bridge 

happening 
9 Food bird 

H 




14 Complain 

20 



Bi 

15 Fisherman's 


23 

16 Fragrance 

17 Small group 

18 Something lor 

n 

m 

a 


m 




the poor 

19 Cause io move 

H 



40 

slowly 

20 Roman emperor 
23 Haggard work 

m 




n 





25 Rourtdup 
28 Hir^ hands 
30 Scottish 
highlander 

34 E>pen 

35 Lass 

37 Suitable tor food 
39 Tuchman opus 
43 Wandering 

43 Engine sound 

44 Spanish unde 

45 Profound 

46 Level 
48 German 

industrial city 

50 One: pref. 

51 Enzyme: suit. 

52 Florida city 

60 Caesar or 
Wakiort 

61 Unruly 
youngster 

^62 Waiter's item 

63 Reflection 

64 French 
composer 

65 Accumulated 
knowledge 

66 Domingo, e.g. 

67 Building wings 

68 Terminates 

DOWN 

1 Court 
proceedings 

2 Japanese ship 
word 

3 Smug one 

4 Mate 

5 PoUdeal lisi 

6 Humdirtger 



by Frank R. Jackson 

7 Provides with 
guns 

8 Certain cactus 

9 Militay student 

10 Greek war god 

11 Negri, of the 
silenls 

12 Tenimaker 

13 Dissent word 

21 Japanese 
commarxJer 

22 Come into view 

25 Classified 

26 Yeilovirish 
pigment 

27 N^e in farm 
machinery 

28 Time periods; 
aUr. 

29 Head for Gretna 
Green 

30 Performer’s 
engagement 

31 Adjoins 

32 Holmes' *‘— 
Venner' 

33 Admit 

36 Purpose 

38 CoiTipuision 

40 Hiatus 

41 Amusement 




Q 

□ 

□ 

□ 

pi 

Q 

D 

B 

□ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

B 

B 

0 

□ 

B 

B 


O }997 Tilbune Meda Sentees. kK. 
AB ngiiB rcs«rv«d. 


.7 


47 Practicable 

49 Come 10 rest 

50 Beneath 

51 Roadsters 

52 Ditto 

53 Author Mifoe 

54 Shakespearean 
heavy 


55 Russian 
mountain range 

56 Chutzpah 

57 Rrmness 

58 Aromatic plant 

59 Has a look 

60 — on 
(suppress) 


Peanuts 


let's SAV hW AND I ARE 
MARRIED, SEE. AND YOU'RE 
DOUM IN THE BASEMENT 
PLAYIN6 YDDR PIANO... 




ALL RI6HT LET'S SAV 
YOU'RE OUT IN THE 
6ARABE PLAYIN6 
YOUR PIANO.. 



Andy Capp 
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YOU'D NEVER 

.RELIEVE THE 
Problems iVe 
GOT..VU95U&AND 
NOAV3NE/10 



you've GOT 

LAai'VE|0«3WN 
WHAT rrs LIKE 
HARD 




THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Maybe I got married too young. We had 
to post^ne our wedding because 
the best man was grounded." 



one letter to each square, to form 
fouroidlnBty words. 

LYPHS 





□ 
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that SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri AmoM and Mkt Argirien 

H, awoSa, fm nnr. 
WtitfBItlwf 

idorrtthM 
weeanunyoi 

/ 



D 

\PlTO 



mmm 

ww 


SAK 

MAD I 

JL 

□ 

■! 


EMBALC 


~m~ 

□ 

□ 



WW THg 
5WW4Ky SHOP 
FIREP 'THE 

manicurist: 


Now arrange ihe ckded tatlars to 
fbtm the surp ris e answer, as sug- 
gested Uy the above catioon. 


Answer: 


(Answers Monday) 

.himbles: VILLA BALKY JOSTLE GARBLE 
Aiiswer For pitun guards (hey ate the best o( tirnes 
and the worst of tinnes > JAIL 'BREAKS* 
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TER HALF. 


Business & Finance j»d»i 

Jordan and Palestine outline construction problems, needs 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, November 19, 1997 


DIGHAL MICROWAVE CORPORATION 


By Hind-Lara Mai^ 

^cial to the JonJan Times 

DOHA — Panellists at the 
fourth MENA conference in 
Doha 'Hiesday highlighted 
the need for uigent construc- 
tion in the MENA region, 
espedally in bousing, com- 
mmial manufacturing and 
industry, transportation, ener- 
gy, and tourism. 

Under the ‘’Engineering 
and Construcdon: Projects in 
housing. infrastructure. 


industry and tourism,” theme, 
Eric Lepage, Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Conference on 
International Contractors 
Associations iCICA) based in 
France, pointed out that there 
IS a 28 per cent annual growth 
in MENA area with 60 per 
cent of the population under 
24 years and the remaining 40 
per cent under 14 years of 
age. 

h is expected that by the 
tuni of the century the 
MENA region will have a 


population of 300 million 
constituting six per cent of 
the world’s population and 
2.5 per cent of the world GDP 
(gross domestic product). 

Panellists agr^ that there 
are potential gains in imple- 
menting infrastruenne ser- 
vices in the 21 states of the 
region as Arab states are in 
continuous need of develop- 
ment and consuuction. 

Tourism and the issue of 
water were seen as other sec- 
tors that needed aneniion. 


A review of news from the Arabic press 


Doha conference seen an attempt 
to merge Israel in Arab economies 


** ACCORDING TO Mohammad Nah- 
has. a businessman, the Jordanian partic- 
ipation in the Doha economic conference 
was for political considerations that had 
nothing to do with economy. He said that 
after signing the Wadi Araba agreement, 
Jordan does not have the choice not to 
participate regardless of what the anen- 
dance would bring in damages or posi- 
tive results. 

“The Doha conference is a link in a 
chain of conferences that seek to merge 
Israel into the Arab region in order to 
pve the Jewish state, at the appropriate 
time, the political and economic leader- 
ship of the region," Mr. Nahhas added. 
The businessman did not expect any pos- 
itive outcome from the conference to 
benefit Jordan. "Ail what the government 
hopes for from its participation does not 
go beyond telling the world and regional 
powers through the media that Jord^ has 
abided by the accords signed in Wadi 
Araba. 

"Our unilateral agreement with Israel 
has placed us in a weak position eco- 
nomically and politically, and, as such, 
we could not refuse to participate. 


According to Salim Zu’bi, a former 
labour minister and a lawyer, the Jordan- 
ian government .should have refused to 
participate in the conference and should 
have rejected the U.S. insistence on hold- 
ing the forum which only serves Israeli 
purposes. Mr. Zu'bi .said the participation 
would not provide Jordan with any bene- 
fit because Jordan’s u’elfare cannot be 
achieved except through its economic, 
political and cultural linkage with the 
Arab sphere. 

"The Jordanian government could have 
found many excuses for not attending the 
conference," Mr. Zu’bi said noting that 
the majority of Arab countries has boy- 
cotted the conference even some coun- 
tries which had treaties or links with 
Israel such as Egypt and Morocco. 

Mr. Zu’bi concluded by stressing that 
instead of participating in the Doha con- 
ference. Arabs should direct their eco- 
nomic policies to setting up a common 
Arab commercial market in impiementa- 
rion of the Arab summit resolutions taken 
in Cairo in 1996 ( A1 Arab AI Yawm). 


Nasser Madadha, director 
general of go\'eramen! len- 
ders in JordLi, ^kc of the 
coa^eiion s^ior in Jonian 
and the challenges it faces. 
He said that Jordan is under- 
taking major infrastructure 
projects on BOO and BOT 
basis. 

The Jordanian government, 
he indicated, has passed by- 
laws to encourage tnvest- 
menL 

“Jordan feels th^ it is time 
to establish partnerships with 
contractixs and consultants." 
he explained. Yet. he warned, 
cettaio laws and practices 
need to be revised. 

The pn^lem of bousing in 
Palestine was taught to the 
forefTonc by Esam Khatib. 
executive director o( the 
Develop^ni Technology 
and Engineering Consultants 
in the United Arab Emirates. 
He discussed the» problems 
in terms of the challen^s this 
sector laces. 

He said that 28 per cent of 
Palestinian familitt live in 
crowded houring. with a min- 
imum of three persons or 
more living in orte room. 
'Thirty per cent of these fami- 
lies, he explained, shared a 
house or apanment with 
another family. 

It is very expensive to buy 
an apartment in Palestine as 
the average cost of a three- 
bedroom flat ranges between 
S60.000 to $70,000, be elabo- 
rated. 

Considering the a%‘erage 
income per capita ui Pales- 
tine, this means that it would 
take 30 years before a family 
could afford to buy a fiat, he 
said. 

>^^th a population growth 
of four per cent there is great 
demand for housing which is 
presently overcrowded 

He noted th^ there is an 
evident shortage of housing 
development due to weak 
infrastructure, and to the fact 
that most land in Palestine is 
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owned by the state. 

Market irregularities pose 
another dilemma as there are 
too many apartments for sale 
and very little to be leased. 

Mr. Khatib noted that ihe 
cost of raw materials is 200 
per cent higher than in Jor- 
dan. He recommended that 
there should be an increase in 
land availability for construc- 
tion, clear regulations, and an 
efficient labour force. 

He called on investors to 
look at Palestine as a poten- 
tial area as there are $50 bil- 
iion worth of indusaia) 
investments there. 

Mr. Khatib a pro- 

posal (The Centre for the 
De\'elopment of Technolo- 
gies and Human Resources) 
which he had brought with 
him for an investment of $4 J 
million. 

Privatisation in infrastruc- 
ture has brought about a revo- 


lution in services said Gorges 
Bairdies, diaiimon of Sode- 
teg-Thomson Group in 
France. Clients are being 
ofiTcred technical assistance 
and consultancy and now buy 
quality at compeiitii'e prices, 
be enthused. 

This revolution, be said, has 
given the construction indus- 
try's management, vision. 

At the conclusion of this 
session a strong recommen- 
dation was made by members 
of the audience tiiai a “hope 
proposal" be put forth for the 
convening of the next confer- 
ence or summit in Jerusalem. 

It was believ'ed that as 
Palestine was in such ^sat 
need of construction, housing 
projects. infrasinicture, 
industry and tourism, then it 
would be approimaie to hold 
such a meeting there sufqxm- 
ed by all MENA countriesi. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WQ)NESDAY. NOVEMBER 19. 1997 

By Linda C. BUtek, THbune Media Services^ Ine. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It might be rough to block 
a {dan that's already miirotioii.Yoa’Te gaining strength, and 
the maaipulerocs are losing powen Don’t fi^t battles you'll 
lose. Why not wait until die otfaer side gets a little w^ker? 
Confer with someone m your ode on the best tactics to use. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) Yi^U have a difficult time 
getting what yen want ^ the neget month or so. Instead of 
fighting h. just relax. Plan an evening at home with your 
ft^y. You need to reach acooqiroinise. but nobody's com- 
pletely happy with the outcome. Give a little more. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You'D be bold and confi- 
dent tod^, but also be waiy. Somedung’s going oa at worit 
that doesn't quite add up. If you suspect hml^-panky, wait 
The bad guys wfll make a migtalre. You'D see. In the next 
couple of days they mi^ even blow the whistle on them- 
selves. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Your work is 
going to start paying more soon. That's the good news. The 
bad news is tl^ you’re going to have more work, toa So 
you'U have less time to goof off. Don’t worry about it. Your 
sweetheart’s very supportive, and tiiat’s what reaDy matters. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Alifaougfa you’re more confi- 
dent. fotet^ and dynamic than you were yesuzday, you're 
stiD facing the san^ issues. They didn’t disappear just 
becraiseyou got.strongex. Tl^ did diminish in size, how- 
ever. They m^ look mtxe like a diaDenge and less like a 
tfareaL Dra't even WQoy.- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) There may be mixe 
at stake hm ffian you realiVe. Conditions are changing and 
the power is sbift^ If you want your interests to be pro- 
tect^ stay involved. Ke^ an eye on the big picture or you 
may find out later you’ve lost something v^uable. 

UBRA: (Sqjtember 23 to October 22) If you’re wraking 
with a group, you’re more likely ro achieve the goals you 
have in mind. You have some good ideas to conizibute. And 
you’D get fabulous suggestions from the people around you. 
Don't feel burdened ai^ lougec Share the load 

SCORnO: (October 23 to November21) Ad audioriQr fig- 
ure does not want to go along with your whims. Mi^t as 
wdl go. used to it You’D have to be more subtle for a few 
wedcs. Discoss a woik problem with a friend or sibling 
I tonight You may find a creath'e way around it 

: SAGnTARIUS: (November 22 to December 31) You 
have a fabulous imaginatioo. so use it Tmagine the perfect 
life, having fun, ™iring moo^, phying with fijends, dmng 
wQik you Iove..StBit writing it aD domi. You can actuaUy 
j make this happen. Ima^natimi is only the first step. 

CAPRICORN: (Deoembex 22 jo January 20) Looks like 
there's something you want to bi^, but can’t afford You 
might be d>le to g« a friend to go in on it with you. If so, 
be careful bow you word the agreement The other person 
could make more on the deal than you do. If that’s OK with 
you, go ahead 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fdruary 19) Today is better, 
but not much. The Sc^io sun stifles your cieativiQr. The 
LeomooupuUsyououtofyourold ruts. What are going to 
do? Should you be inhibiied or uninhibited? Knowing you, 
you can do both ai the same time just fine. 

PISCES; (Febniary 20 to Mndi 20) Are there errands that 
need nmning? Offer to do them. It'D be a refreshing change 
of scene. You're also ptessed to deal vrith partnership or 
legal matters. Don’t wony. You’re (Dscovering oat of your 
namral talents. Be careful but playful at the same time. 

Birlii^ooe ofNovemben Topaz— T^er’& Eye . 



For Middle Essi & itim Region 

Digital Microwave Corporaiion have recently 
established a regional office in Amman, 
Jordan to support the Sales, Marketing and 
Technical requirements of the Middle East • 
and Africa, To support the increasing demands 
of the Middle East 

Telecommunications Industry we require a 
Marketing Assistant to work with existing 
customers in the region and assist the sales 
team in developing a wider customer base. 
This is an outstanding opportunity for an 
enthusiastic, motivated individual to join a 
rapidly expanding industry. 

Ideal candidate should haue the rollouilng : 
■Minirnum 3 years experience in a similar position 
■Educated to degree standard (BA / BSc Business 
related degree) 

■Able to work well in a team 
■Experience in the Middle East and Africa Region 
would be an advantage 
■Able to work under own initiative 
■Must be willing to travel extensively 
■Must be resident in Jordan 
Hn attractiue salary package is offered 

If you are interested in this position 
please contact Huda Mawajdeh 
tel : 607578, fax : 607579 


ACCURATE 



International Center for watches 
Jordan, Amman, Tel: 617229 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18 k Gold ■ ■ 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel> 810605-810609 

Fax;- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Pippen-less Bulls slide 



I 


from NBA summit 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Michael Jordan 
is facing iinpiecedenced defensive 
pressure with Scotde Pippen sidelined 
by a foot injury and the Chicago Bul^ 
struggling to &d their championship 
form. 

The Bulls. National Basketball 
Association champions in five of the 
past seven years, have struggled to a 6- 
4 start and trail unbeaten Atlanta by 
four games in the Central Division. 

Clitics say Jordan. 34. is not the 
player he once was. His shooting 
accuracy is only 38 per cenL His scor- 
ing is down to a career-low average of 
24.1 points a game. 

But he is being guarded relentlessly 
by of^onents, who have less fear dou- 
ble and triple-teaming Jordan without 
Pippeu on the coutl He might be the 
game's greatest player, but he cannot 
win alone. 

*'1 tell you. they’re throwing the 
kitchen sink at me,” Jordan said. 

Age is a factor. At an average age of 
30.8 years, the Chicago roster is the 
NBA’s second-oldest And vdth 
Pippen out for another seven weeks 
a^r foot surgery, the Bulls have not 
shown they are a championship club 
without him. 

'*We relied on (Pippen) so much in 


terms of his leadership as a ball-han- 
dler that we haven't been able to siq> 
up and get into the rhythm of our 
offense (without him)." Jordan said. 

‘it’s b^ very diScult and I don’t 
think we have had one night where 
we’ve been fluent and looked comfort- 
able in our offence,” he added. 

The Bulls led the league in seeding 
last season with an average of 103.1 
points. at'erage a next-to-worst 
88.4 a game now while allowing S4.9. 
third-b^ in the league but still woeful 
compared to past years. 

Dennis Ro(hnan. Toni Kukoc, Luc 
Longley and Ron Harper have not 
sho^ they can provide points without 
Jordan, lacking the ab^^- to create 
good scoring chances on their own. 

Rodman's shoddy reboozKling has 
forced Jordan into new roles. Jordan is 
averaging a career-best 8.8 rebounds a 
game, die most of any NBA guard, and 
his 2.1 steals are atove last season's 
average. 

‘*When (Jordan) tries to do too much, 
he feels here's a lack of aggressive- 
ness by his teammates,” Chicago 
coach Phil Jackson said. 

*Th^ don’t know what to do or 
they’re floundering, so be picks up the 
ball and starts carrying it on his own 


and right now he's not sboodog well 
enough to do that. 

“Our offence has always bees able to 
provide Michael space to score, and 
the other players an oiqiominity to hit 
open shots when he's double-teamed. 
Right now, what’s really frustrating is 
that he’s frnding guys off the double- 
team and we’re not making those 
shots,” Jackson commented. 

The Bulls avenged a 21-point loss to 
Shawn Kenq) and Cleveland, a low- 
point defeat dial had Jordan compar- 
ing his club unfavourably to a first- 
year expansion unit. 

‘'As long as tb^'’re still putting jew- 
elry on their fingers diis doesn’t mean 
anything,” Ken^ said of the Bulls. 
‘'ThQ’^re stiil the kings of the hilL” 

The Bulls’ place the hill is slip- 
jmg. But Chicago's Harper has faith. 

"Sleep on us if you want to.” Ron 
Harper said. "Everybody’s saying that 
we can be beaten. But after we get 
everybody back, we'll be fine. We 
mi^t not have a ^)od start like the last 
few' years. But when the smoke clears, 
we’re going to still be on u^. That I 
know, because this team has pride.” 


Forget Sampras, work on staying 
No. 2, Newcombe tells Rafter 


BRISBANE (AFP) — 
Australian Pat Rafter has 
been told to forget chasing 
after Peie Sanqiras' No.l 
world tennis ranking . and 
concentrate on holding down 
his No.2 spoL 


Rafter completed a marvel- 
lous year when he surged 
from 63 to two in the world, 
with public expeciarion here 
that he will press on and 
become No.l. 

But John Newcombe, the 
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DOUBLE IN HA9TO, BEPENT AT LEISUBE 
Both vi]liienhl& South doal& UUy ilippeo s coin a 


NOBTH 

*8ff 

OK9874 

OA1064 

494 

WBSr EAST 

497B4 4QJ82 

OAQlOe OVoid 

08 OKJ72 

4EJ10B 487682 

SOUTH 

4AK10 

OJS82 

OQ985 

4AQ 


Tbeloddiu: 
SOUiU WB 8 

lOT PM 

29 PM 

49 Dbl 


NOBIH BAST 
2* PM 

39 PM 


tgUp Uippeo a com and optad to 
accept. West cotdd not b^evc the 
opponents wonld make the con- 
tract, and made the mistake of 
teOing^ them scu 

Withost the doable, declarer 
would aaitiy have eaptored Eastfs 
jack of spades with the king and led 
a tramp to the king. When East 
shows out, South caniuit recover 
and must Im St least three tramps 
and a dumond. With a truxop stack 
anoounced OD the left, deda^ was 
dde to adopt an unos^ hoe. 

At trick two declarer led a lew 
trump and, when West feUewed 
with the six, the seven was 
finessed. Uievpede to i»n mtn» 
obmx, and the ace was cashed fbr a 
dob discard froBi di^DD^. AnoChsr 
heart was led and WesA ten was 
captnred by the king. Since West 
was now iB«ad wiu long maiora 


Opening lead: Seven of * 

Don't doable it, b7 doing so^ 70 a 
axe reveaUnga k» ftetora of jour 
hand. A skilled declarer ia mere 
tb&& likdy to thoit inib mio tloo 
to offiet aiQr poor iia of the cards. 

In response to ‘Sonth’a 15-17 
pnint n(>4nunp North 

strocted an invitational aeqiteaec 
with bearti as tnmqn. SoDtn men* 


riu long mqora 
and soTBral clubs, the oiaaeBd 
potion was not too di£Senlt to 
divine. The ace of diamonds was 

led, and the hand was over. No 
matter which card East played, 
declarer was able to limit the 
AailmfiAarm (q <SamOBd Psdk 
two tennis. 

jg an ea^^me! 


last Australian to hold the 
world No.l rankmg 25 years 
ago. says forget it. 

"In my opinion. Pat should 
concentrate on solidifying his 
posidon at No.2. 3 or4 in die 
world and c» condmnng to 
play solid tennis.” said 
Newcombe Tuesday. 

"He shouldn’t be worrying 
about Pete Sampras yet and I 
told him that six weeks ago.” 

Sampras, who has extended 
his stay at No.l to 2(X) weeks, 
was this week voted the best 
player of the past 23 years 
ahead of Swetfe Bjorn Bc«g 
by a panel of 100 fonner and 
cunent players. joumaUsts 
and tennis Officials. 

Newcombe said Rafter 
should set his sights on keep- 
ing ftmner No.2 Micbsel 
Chang in his shadow and 
worry about Sampras later. 

"The only expectadrai be 
should have (next year) is 
doing his absolute best when 
be takes the court 

"If he’s playing his best in 
1999 and Sampras is still 
playing, then it'll be a seri- 
ous contest” 

Rafter will then prepare for 
next year’s first Grand S lam, 
the Australian Open, starting 
in Melbourne on January 1 9. 


Madrid 
back to 
within a 
point of 
Barcelona 

MADRID (AFP) — 
Defending champions 
Real Madrid kept within 
a point of Spanish league 
pacesetters Barcelona 
here on Monday with a 
come frooi behind 3-1 
win over struggling 
Valladolid. 

Barcelona had scraped 
home 3-2 over third- 
placed Celta Vigo on 
Sunday — ending a run 
of three straight defeats, 
including two in the 
Champions League, their 
worst losing screak in 
seven years. 

Real Madrid's 

Brazilian right back 
Roberto Carlos was the 
champions inspiration 
creating two of their 
goals after Croatian Alen 
Petemac had stunned the 
home fans with a second 
minute opener for 
Valladolid. 


BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 
HEAD OF MIDDLE EAST DIVISION 

The post holder will coordinate and manage tie BirdLife 
Conservation Programme in the Middle East, particuiariy 
focusing on develr^ing the strengths of the nationally- 
based Partners and establishing new Partners. The post 
will be based in Amman, Jordan at the offices of the Royal 
Society for the Conservation of Nature, the BirdLife 
Partner in Jordem. 

The successful applicant will be a good manager with 
ei^erience of wildlife conservation and development in 
the Middle East, ideally with an NGO, will have an ability to 
work independently and a willingness to work long hours. 
He/she must be willing to travel to all countries in the 
region. 

' Fluency in Arabic and English essential. 

Please apply with CV Qn English) to: 

Richard Porter 
BirdLife international 
* Wellbrook Court, QIrton Road, Girton, 
Cambridge, UK, CB3 ONA. 

Tel : +44-(0}-1 223-27731 8 
Fax: +44-{0)-1 223-277200 
E-mail: Richard.PorterlEb-BIrdLlfe.ora.uic 


OR 

Director General 
The Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
P.O. Box 1215, Jubelha 11941, Jordan 

Closing date for applications the 31st of December 


NOTICE OF SALE 

Date and Time of Sale: 

• THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1997 
9:00 ajn. to 12:00 p.m. 

Location: 

• American Embassy Warehouse, Abdoun (Use the 
Back Gate) 

Items to be Sold: 

• Office and residential furniture, appliances, 
equipment, vehicles and mtscellaneous. 

Conditions of Sale: 

• Sale is conducted by sealed bid. 

• An property is sdd on asis, whereis, norw^^um^e 

basis fbr payment wfthout refund or warranty. 

' • Bid forms and list of lots will be available at time of 

sale. 

• An items w31 be available for inspection at sale time. 

• Adepositof2fi3&ofthetotalbidisrequ*iredattimeof 
bid in cash JD only. 

• All bids must be deposited by 12:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, November 20. 

- AU bidd^ will be notified and deposit refunded to 
unsu(X>Ksfui bidders by Sunday, November 23. - 

• AD properties must be paid for and removed by 
Mor^y, November 24. 

• If not removed by November 24. a storage fee of 

JD50.000 per day for earfi lot wW be imposed 


Mavericks 


PORTLAND. OREGON 
(AP) — Arvydas Sabonis 
scored 22 of his 24 points 
in an overpowering first- 
half performance against 
Shawn Bradley Monday 
night as the Portland Trail 
Blazers routed Dallas 120- 
75, the Mavericks' sixth 
strai^t loss. 

Sabonis, who also had 12 
rebounds, was IO-for-10 
from the field in the first 
half. He {riayed just 24 
minutes a^ miss^ only 
one of 12 shots. 

Isaiah Rider added 19 
points and seven assists for 
the Blazers, who have beat- 
en Dallas 10 consecutive 
rimes. Gary Trent added 16 
points, inclucfing his first 
career 3-pointer. Seven 
Portland pl^’ers scored in 
double figures. 

Portland, off to a 7-2 
start, has out rebounded all 
nine of its opponents, but 
none mcne so than its 59-30 
dominarion of the boards 
against the Mavericks. 

The Blazers out rebound- 
ed the Mavs 14- ! to start 
the game, led 30-10 early 
in the second quarter and 
never led by than 17 
after thaL The Blazers' 
reserves played the final 
quarter, running up the 45- 
point final margin, the 
biggest of the game. 

Dennis Scott scored 12 
for Dallas. .A.C. Green, 
playing in his hometown, 
had 10 points in his 905th 
consecutive game, one 
shtHi of the NBA record. 







A.C. Green <L>. of the Dallas Mavericks is blocked by Brian Grant of tbe Portlaed 
Trail Blazers, during first quarter of NBA game in Portland. Tbe Blazers woo 128-75 
(Reuters photo) 


Sweeping change in tennis 
rankings due for year 2000 


HA-N’OVER fAFP) — .Men's tennis will 
follow the Formula One motorspon format 
starring in tbe year 2000 when the ranking 
S}^tem changes to an annual points race 
with the year-end winner claiming the 
champion '$ title. 

That sweeping change, along with a pro- 
posal to more-or-le$s merge ATP Tour 
with the ailing women's circuit, slim dow n 
the elite-level men’s toumamenLs from the 
current Mercedes Siq)er 9 to seven and 
tighten player participation requiremenLs 
were all presented at me weekend by ATP 
Tour CEO Marie Miles following the $3..^ 
million ATP World Champion.ships in 
Hanover. 

"Players will be required to play the four 
Grand Slams, the seven elite series events 
and seven other events of their choosing.” 
said the American boss of the Tour. 

"In the rankings, everyone will begin the 
year with zero points. If th^ miss an evenL 
they miss the opportunity to earn points at 
that event 

‘The player at tbe top of the bill at the end 
of the year is No. 1.” The Tour is also hop- 
ing to bring the women on board at the 
seven elite events and combine the men's 
and women’s year-end championships into 
one mega-event — possibly even including 
doubles. 

Another desired side-effea: killing off the 
September Grand Slam Cup in Munich by 
bri^g the Grand Slam Committee of the 
International Tennis Federation into the 


fold for the htfason finale. 

"We want to be in the marketplace with 
our plans by the first half of 1998.” said 
.Miles. “One’ of our first priorities will be to 
speak with the women about the measures.” 

The plan to lop off two of the Mercede.s 
Super 9 event.s — and change the cement 
Lipton in Fiurida in March to day — is sure 
to spark controversy. 

.A blood feud is expected between three 
top European day evcnt.s vying for two 
spoLs on the new 2000 calendar — Rome. 
100-ycor-oId Monte Carlo and Hamburg. 

.Mile.s said that the Tour has plans to go 
ahead with the restructuring a nd is hoping 
that the women's Tour and the ITF paitiri- 
paie. Discussions with the other bodies will 
intensify in the coming months, he said. 

The Tour will also take control of all mar- 
keting and teievison rights for tbe elite 
events, giving the tournaments affeaed a 
guarantee and a share of profits. 

In addition, plans call for setting up an 
Olympic-style bidding process for cities 
around the world to present their case for 
hosting the end-of-season championship. 

Bringing the faltering women's tour — 
soon to bk wntbout a sponsor — could be 
the most complicated pan of the ambitious 
plan. 

"We've issued an Invitation to the 
women.” said Miles. "We're not putting a 
gun to their head. We hope to decide these 
things by the end of 1998. We expect a give- 
and-take formaL” 


Woodies 
head ATP 
doubles 
field 

H.ARTFORD (AFP) — 
Defending chanq:m>n.s 
Todd Wootforidge and 
Mark Woodfonte will be 
the top seeds in the eight- 
team field for the ATT 
W^orld Doubles 

Chanq)t(Msships that begin 
here on Wednesday. 

The Woodies will make 
their seventh consecutive 
appearance in tbe 
£500.(X)0 event, matching 
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FOR RENT 

(2 YEARS) 

FOREIGN COMPANIES. EXPATRIATES: 


the record run of finals 
trips by John McEnroe and 

■■ 

i ff. 

Peter Reming from 1978 to 

1984. 


The Aussies have reached 

fps- 

the championship match 

four of tbe past five years, 
winning in 1992 and 1996 


and losing in 1993 and 


1994. The Woodies have 

• •V4I 

already sealed a third con- 

:*■* 

secutive year-end number 


one rating. 

■ . 

This year, Woodforde and 

• ‘ -V- 

Woodbridge won tbe 
Australian Open and a 

‘--a 

recotd fifth consecutive 


Wimbledon doubles title. 

•tvt 

Dutchmen Jacco Eltingh 


and Paul Haariiuis 

> » 

make their fifth visit to (he 

'I’Tg 

event as tbe second seeds. 
They beat the Woodies for 


tbe 1993 crown but are 8-6 

- ViS 

overall in their rivalry with 
the Aussie pair. 


This year. Eltingh and 

Haarhuis have won six 


titles, sharing the tour lead 

* ** '.9 10 

with the India duo oS 

U Wr 

• ^ ' 

Leander Paes and Mahesb 

- '■< i 

Bhupathi. who are seeded i 

fifth and assured of Irafia's * 

U j 

best doubles season in AlT 

•>-»4 , 

history. 

'■ 1 



Canada’s Sebastien 
Lareau and Alex O’Brien 
of the United States, who 
lost to tbe Woodies in last 
year’s final here, are seeded 
sixth, one place above 
Lareau's comiramoi Daniel 
Nestor and Mark Knowles 
of the Bahamas. 


CINEMA 


TEL*634144 


CINEMA 


-IEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


PHILADELPHIA "1" A PHILADELPHIA "2" 


Fran Dreseker 
Timothy Dalton ... in 


Patrick Stewart & 
Jonathan Frakes ... in 


THE BEAUTICIAN 
& THE BEAST FIRST CONTACT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:3a 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15, 
8:30. 1030 


PLAZA J 

Nour A! Sharif & \ 

Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

Winner in the 1997 Cannes testival 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 

8: is. f0:30 


CONCORD 

C08CO&D -1- 

Rowan Atkinson... in 

MR. BEAN 

Shows:12:30, 3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 

COVCOBD 

SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows; 3:30, 6:00 only 


^ CINEHA TEU- 07? 33430 

^ GALLERIA 1 ^ 

ABDOUN 

Nour Al Sharif & 
Layla AlwL. in 
AL MASEER 
(Arabic) 

]Mnner in (he 1997 Cannes festival 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00. : 

L 8:15, 10:45 J 


TEL: 079 33430 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN 

ONE FINE DAY 


S/7Ows:6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

HERCULES 

Shows: 3:30. 5:00 

Thuntbn and Fridays 12:30 afternoon 


^ TEL: 62^55 ^ 

NOWONDAIU ■ 

THE GOVERMWENT IN 
THE SERVICE 
OFPEOFLE 

Starring HishamYanes ■. 
ondAmed Dob^ 

For resen'oDOos calk frl01S5.'MS^ j 
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Sports 



Handball’s 1st Division 
Championship resumes today 

9 teams in Arab Cup Winners ’ Cup starting Dec. 3 


By Roofan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Handball Federation (JHFi 
announced that oioe teams 
from seven Arab countries 
have confirmed participa- 
tion in the 2nd Arab Cup 
Winners' Cup Champi- 
onship which will be held 
in Animan December 3- 1 3. 

•*Wb are proud to host this 
championship in which top 
teams from neighbouring 
Arab countries will be tak- 
ing part,” JHF Pesident 
Sari Hamdan told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

Held under the patronage 
of HRH Princess Sumayya 
Bint A1 Hassan the champi- 
onship will bring together 
Egypt’s A1 Ahli and Al 
Olympi, Qatar's Al Sadd 
and Qatar Clubs. Al 
Qadissieh from Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia's Al Ahli, Ai 
Sbabab from United Arab 


Standings after first leg 


Team 

W 

D 

L 

Gf 

Ga 

AlAhli 

7 

1 

_ 

2S9 

219 

Salt 

7 

1 

_ 

261 

207 

Arabi 

Hussein 

6 

5 

- 

2 

3 

290 

235 

235 

235 

Amman 

3 

1 

4 

250 

230 

Umm Jozeh 

3 

1 

4 

212 

250 

Y. Shouneh 

2 

_ 

6 

236 

236 

Kufrsoum 

_ 

1 

7 

217 

275 

Kufranjeh 

- 

1 

7 

225 

276 


Pts 

15 

15 

12 

10 

7 

7 

4 

1 

1 


Schedule of first week 


Salt vs. Umm Jozeh Nov. 19 

iHussein vs. Amman Nov, 19 

<^dbi vs. Kufranjeb Nov. 20 

Y. Shouneh vs. Kufrsoum Nov. 20 


Sports Palace 
Sports Palace 
Al Hassan City 
.Al Hassan City 


Emirates and Al Sadaqa 
from Lebanon. Jordan’s Al 
.Arabi who are currently 
third in the First Division 
will be the sole team repre- 
.seming the Kingdom, 
Hamdan said Jordan's 


league leaders Al Ahli have 
not confirmed participation 
in the evcni. 

Two countries that will 
not take part in the event 
are Palestine and Iraq who 
will be absent “for techni- 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Another disappointment for Agassi 

LAS VEGAS ( AFPl — Andre Agassi suffered another set- 
back in his comeback quesu losing to 202nd-ranked Chris- 
tian Vinck of Germany in the finals of a Challenger tour 
event here. Vinck was the lowest-ranked player to auto- 
matically qualify for the S50.000 event, concluded Sunday 
in Agassi’s home town. Former World No. 1 Agassi has 
siru^led all year, weakened by a wrist injury and poor 
training. 

Five nations bid for African Cup 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Football minnows 
Botswana are among five countries that have officially 
offered to .stage the 2002 African Nations Cup tournament. 
Former hosts Algeria, Egypt and Ethiopia and Mali com- 
plete the list of candidates released on Tuesday by the 
Cuin>based African Football Confederation (CAJR. Egypt 
and Ethiopia have staged the biennial continental show- 
piece three times each and Algeria once while Botswana 
and Mali are ^plying for the first time. A CAP general 
assembly, consisting of representatives from its 5f-mem- 
ber states, will selecl the 2(K)2 hosts through a vote on Feb- 
ruary 5 in Ouagadougou. Burkina Faso, a'landlocked West 


African country, hosts the next edition of the 16-team tour- 
nament from February 7-28 and Zimbabwe is the venue 
for the 2000 finals. CAF said the 1999 African youth 
championship finals will be played in Ghana and the junior 
championships in Guinea. 

Ronaldo backs Del Piero 

MILAN (AFP) — Ronaldo gave Italy's coach Cesare Mai- 
dini a piece of advice here on Monday "^art using 
Alessandro Del Piero." Del Piero, who scored twice in 
Italy's memorable 3-3 draw with Brazil at last summer’s 
Toumoi de France, has never established himself in Mal- 
dioi’s starting line-up. The Juvenois striker has played in 
each of Italy's last three games — but only e\'er as a late 
substitute. And Ronaldo had a tip for Maldioi, who is 44 
years his senior. ’'If 1 was coach of the n^onal team' I 
would always use someone like Del Pieto, he's a mAy 
great player,” he said. “But obviously, Italy are coacbed'by 
someone who has different ideas about football to me.” 
Inter coach Gigi Siraoni supported the Braatian’s view, 
saying: “You need muscle in a team, but you aho need 
qi^iiy. ”I back the more technical players, because the 
kind of football I prefer to watch is the kind you get from 
the likes of Ronaldo and Del Piero.” 


Coetzer ousted in WTA upset; Pierce wins 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
France's Nathalie Tauziat 
upset fourth seed Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa 6- 
3. 6-3. here Monday to 
reach the quarter-finals of 
the S2 million WTA Cham- 
pionships. 

France’s Mary Pierce and 
Romania's Irina Spirlea 
stiso advanced at the sea- 
son-ending event, which 
matches the top 16 players 
from the year in a week- 
long showdown at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Seventh seed Pierce beat 
Belgium's Sabine Appel- 
mans 6-3, 6-4, while eighth 
seed Spirlea prevented a 
French sweep on the first 
night, downing Sandrine 
Testud6-3, 5-7, 6-t. 

Tauziat, at 30 the oldest 
player here, broke Coet- 
zer's final two ser\'ice 
games for her first victory 
in the event She had won 
only one set in four prior 
matches in the tournament 
“I think I'm not like 
Beaujolais, but 1 am like the 
good wine,” Tauziat said. 
“I’ve played well in the last 
month, I improved my 
game and got a lot of conil- 
<lcnce. I knew I could beat 
her on a fast surface." 

*fhe Frenchwoman broke 
at love in the second game 
&nd held to take the first set 
then was within one 
point of falling behind 3-0 
in the second before rally- 
ing from love-40 to bre^ 
back. 

T can't say I’ve ever 
played well here and 
looight was another exam- 
pie," said Coezier, who fell 
fo 1-4 at the event, 
pie loss marked a disap- 
pointing end to an outstand- 
ing Season for Coetzer, who 
to a career-high fourth 
ID the rankings. 

Coetzer b«ii former num- 
D®!' one Steffi Graf three 
5®os before June and also 
aow^ World No. 1 Marti- 
oa Hingis at Leipzig, one of 
only four losses the Swiss 
bas suffered this year. 


Pierce, bom in Montreal 
and living in the United 
States, showed few signs of 
the kidney infection that 
left her feeling weak and 
dizzy in recent weeks and 
forced her to pull out of 
tournaments in Filderstadt. 
Zurich. Moscow and 
Philadelphia. 

The Australian Open run- 
ner-up moved well, ham- 
mered 28 winners and 
recorded three aces with a 
serve that registered 100 
mph. 

“This is the best 1 feel like 
I have been playing lately,” 
Pierce said. “It has been 
taking me a little while to 
feel like I'm back in the 


groove again. But tonight 
was the closest I felt to 
being happy with the way I 
played." 

Spirlea held off a deter- 
mined Testud in the last 
game for the victory. 

Hingis, whose 12 titles 
this year include the \^^m- 
bledon, U.S. Open and Aus- 
tralian Open crowns, plays 
her opening-round match 
against Brenda Schultz 
McCarthy of the Nether- 
lands on Tuesday. 

Hingis made her debut at 
the event last year, losing in 
the five-set final to Graf. 

In other matches, second 
seed Jana Novoma of the 
Czech Republic plays 


Spain's Conchita Martinez 
and sixth seed Iva Majoli of 
Croatia, the Frendi Open 
champion, {^ys Ger- 
many's Ante Huber. 

First-round phiy con- 
cludes Wedneklay with 
third seed Lindsay Daven- 
port playing fellow Ameri- 
can Maiy Joe Fernandez 
and fifth seed Monica 
Seles, a three-time champi- 
on, facing Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of S(»m. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished 3 bedroom semi-villa. Centrally 
heated, private entrance, telephone and garden. 
Location: Jordan University professors housing. 

For more information call Shahatit 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Tel.: 649391-5 
and trom 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Tel.; 665595 


MR. BEAN ..OntMdnama 

Concord Cinema 


for Hte second consecutive week 


Tet. 877420 



ROWAN ATKINSON 

Mr . BEAN 

the ultimate disaster movie 

Two 'hours of consecutive laughing 
Shows;- (12:30 , 3:30 . 6:15, 8;30, 10:30) p.m. 


Wihdat lose 3-2, conclude 
matches at Arab Champions Cup 


cal reasons.” be smd. 

The JHF president said 
Jordan bos a big chance to 
reach an advan^ position 
in the event. 

“We pin our ht^s on Al 
Arabi to lead Jordan’s 
handball win.” he sakL 
“We hope to take a good 
position.” 

Meanwhile the second 
leg of the First Division 
Championship will start 
Wedn^day with nine 
teams taking part. 

The teams are AI AnU)i, 
Umm Jozeh, Salt, Al Hus- 
sein. Amman, Yaimouk 
Shouneh, IGifrsoum, 
Kufranjeh and Al Ahli. 

“We expect a he:u^ 
competition among the 
teams,” Hamdan noted. 

Al Ahli le^ on goal itif- 
ference with 15 points fol- 
lowed by Al Salt also witii 
15 points, while Al Arab! 
are third with 12 points. 


By Aleen BaiiDayfm 
Jordan Tmuii Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S AL WIHDAT 
Tuesday lost 3-2 to hosts Al 
Airiqi capping their partic- 
ipation in the 13th Arab 
Champions Cup which con- 
cludes in Tunisia Nov. 23. 

AI Wihdat played their 
best match of the eight- 
team loumamem but had 
already forfeited ibeir 
chance to qualify to the sec- 
ond round after losing the 
opening match 3-1 to Saudi 
Arabia's Ahli Jeddah before 
crashing out 7-0 to Alge- 
ria’s Mdad Taimasan in 
their second match. 

Al Afriqi's win enabled 
them to top Group A and 
qualify to tte second round 
^ongside Ahli Jeddah who 
beat Widad Taimasan 1 -0 in 
an earlier match. 

Tunisia's Al Safqasi and 
Egypt’s Al Ahli qualified 
fnan Group B which also 
included Kuwait's Kathima, 
and Al Am'ari of Palestine. 

The t(^ two teams of each 
group will start the second 
round Nov. 21. 

Al Afriqi had a 2-0 lead at 
halftime by goals from 
Abdul Jalil Hada in the 26th 
minute and Sabri Jadallah 
in the 34th, and it looked 
like the hosts would easUy 
score more goals on their 
way to the Group A lead. 

However, Al \^dat's Ali 
Juma'a boosted his team’s 
morale early in the second 
half when hie scored from a 
powerful shot in the 53rd 
minute. 

Four minutes later 
Mohammad Koweini gave 
Al Afriqi a 3-1 lead and the 
Thnisian team, aided by the 
home crowd, had command 
of the match although they 
. failed to score akain. 

AT WUidat's*- -Marwao- 
Shamali scored his team's 
second goal in the 63rd 
minute ending the match 3- 
2 . 

Al Wibdai’s officials bad 


Ali Maher (L) of Egypt's AJ Ahli tries to pass defender Ahmad Ibrahim of the Kuwaiti 
side Kathima during their Arab Champions Cup game in Itinis. Ai ,4hli won 2-0 
(Iteuters photo) 


hoped that their team would 
end their participation on a 
positive note, two days after 
the teams suffered a humili- 
ating defeat that led many 
onlookers to criticise the 
club for taking part at a time 
the team was not well-pre- 
pared to play against more- 
experienced teams with 
professional players on 
their lineupS. 

Team officials had attrib- 
uted their defeat to the fact 
that players lost morale 
after a disputed penalty fol- 
lowed by two goals which 
the players contested as 
clearly offside. That in 


addition to being reduced to 
ten players towards the end 
of the first half led to the 
mistakes the players com- 
mitted allowing a stream of 
goals which could have 
been prevented. 

Al Wihdat are scheduled 
to return home Friday to an 
impressive local record 
with an unbeaten run in the 
Premier League and a semi- 
final berth in the Jordan 
Cup. 

V^ith Tuesday's defeat, 
the Jordanian titleholders 
were once again out of the 
first round in their third 
Champions Cup appear- 


Final Group A standings 


-Team > 

Afriqi 
Ahli Jeddah 
Taimasan 
Wihdat 


W- D 


Gf Ga" Pts 


ance. 

Having displayed an 
improved form this season 
and currently trained by 
well-known Iraqi coach 
Anwar Jassom, Al Wihdat’s 
officials did not realise their 
aspirations of enabling the 
team to qualify to the sec- 
ond round of the event 
which has been dominated 
by Saudi and Iraqi teams in 
9 of the pa.st 12 champi- 
onships. 

This is only the fourth 
time Jordanian teams take 
pan in the Arab Champions 
Cup. 

Al Ahli took pan in the 
inaugural comj^tition in 
1981 finishing last among 
■the three competing teams. 
A! Faisali were ^e only 
Jordanian team ip. ad\’once 
to the second round in 1993. 

Al Hussein played in the 
1993 Cup. while Al Wihdat 
took pan 1 995 and 1 996. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 



Consists of 3 bedrooms, TV, living, sitting and dining 
rooms, with porch, garage, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location; Near the 7th Circle. 

For infomatibn, please eall Tel.; 5152660 
or Fax: 5152679 


1st floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
guest room, family room, dining room, fully 
equipped large kitchen with all utensils. 

AU brand new 

Location; Deir Ghbar (near the French School) 
Please contact owner 079/39265 from 9 am. to 9 p.m. 






CRR FOR SRLE 

Cadillac Deville 1989 made, black, 
full options, American licence. Car 
can be seen on Wednesday & 
Thursday from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. 

is® ®4!® 

2 Super Deluxe fully furnished 
apartments in prime locations with 
panoramic views, (one in Rabia and the 
other in Sweifiyeh opposite Deir Ghbar). 

Please contact Tel: 838758, 079/31234 




Enjoy the Difference... Experience the Choices- 



NOW OPEN 


.The meeting place... in Abdoun 

* * 

* Experience the difference with Sheraton* 
Pamper yourself 


* * 





Rttisserie 




* ★ 


Botdangerie '■ 



^e' 


A 

Glacier 



Chocolatier 


Operadog Hours: 

Saturday to Tuesday 1 0:00 AM - 1 J :00 PM 
XVfcdociday to Friday 09ri)0 AM - 1 1 :0D PM 




For more ioTonnarion about Cafe De Riris, call us at: 
079-33078 For Reservations 
079-33087 For Spedai Orders and Take-Aways 




^Ct^el^e Baris is part of F.T>ejwts>iT>mivnt n^ riter-Abdoifm 

Sheraton 








12 News 



l\irkey’s Islamist Welfare 
leader fights dissolution bid 
before constitutional court 


ANKARA (AFP.) — Former 
Prime Mioister Necmetria 
Erbakan went befcxe the con- 
stitutional court Tuesday to 
defend his Islam-based 
Welfare Party against charges 
that it undemuned the secidar 
stare and should be dissolved. 

Ml Eibakan, 71, made dq 
comment to reporters as be 
entered the court 

Hrs tesdmtxiy constihi^ the 
latest step in a judicial proce- 
dure launched in May by a top 
court prosecutor seeking to 
outlaw the party. 

Mr. Erbakan's testimOTy to 
the 11-member ccmsdtutional 
court could continue until 
l^^dnesday, according to his 
\Kfelfate Party, known also as 
Refah. 

Prosecutor Vural Savas has 
asked die court which is 
expected to issue a ruling by 
die end of the year, to abolish 
the V^lfare as it had 
become a centre for activities 
undermining the secular state 
and dius was incooqiatible 
with die Tuikisb constimtion. 

Last week Mr. Savas told die 
court Turku's highest judi- 
cial body, d^ **00 party, in 
Turkey (xr abroad, derives to 
be diskilved as much as Refah 
does." 

Hie defence mounted by 
Mr. Erbakan, who U allowed 
to give his testimony seated 
because of his age. centres on 
the party's c laim that it is 


ui^ldiog democracy. 

'‘We are not defending 
Refah, we ate defending 
democracy, human ri^us and 
die rule of law," said par^ 
leader, Oguzhan Asrlturk. on 
Nov. 11. 

Another party ofBdal 
Abdullah Gul, Monday: 
‘Tlieze is a psychological war 
being waged against us. But 
we will stnrg^e and we will 
prevail because we have the 
support of the grass roots." A 
dissolution wodd '‘definitely 
backfire." he warned. 

Most commentalOTs. how- 
ever, consider the dissolution 
of Refah as inevitable, and in 
antictpatitm of such a verdict 
Refeh leaders have already 
laid the groundwodc for a new 
Islamist party. 

Adeci^on against the party 
would mean thru Mr. Eibakan 
would lose his seat in parlia- 
ment and thus the imznunrty 
which {xevented his prosecu- 
tim eadier over aO^^ons of 
inchement to hatred. Turkish . 
newspapeis said. 

On Monday, the Huniyet 
and Sabah da^^ said tire aUe- 
gatioDS were on file in parlia- 
ment and would be forwarded 
to the stale securiQr court if Mr. 
Erbakan lost his parliamentary 
muxuinity. 

The ex-ptemier and several 
otiier party leaders could also 
be banned from politics for 
five years if tiieir parly were 


abolished. 

The inciteiiieDt allegatittis 
r^KUtedly stem fiom a con- 
tratiOD Mr. Eibakan in 
that his 

w^d in any case achieve 
power ‘Ihe only question is 
whetho- it will te peac^iilly 
or after blood-leaing.’' he 
reportedly said. 

The hiring is die first time 
in the histoiy of die Thikisb 
rqxiblic, foimded 1^ Mustafa 
Konal Atatiirif in 1923, that 
such a case has been brmgbt 
against a party oi govemmeat, 
althou^ three parties founded 
by Ml Erbakan have already 
beenbami^ 

Mr. Erbakan was due to 
begin his testimony 00 Nov. 
1 1 , but obtained an extra week 
m Oder to pngiaie his defence 
against new arguments put by 
Savas. 

Ml Erbakan became prime 
minisrftr in June 1996 but his 
rule was marred by mqor dis- 
putes widi the miiitary hierar- 
chy over creqiing blamisation 
in the country, and ended a 
year later foDowing heavy 
pressure fiom the army. 

He was replaced in June this 
year the conservative 
Mesut Yilmaz, whose secular 
three-parly coalitioa won a 

pariia^jilaiy mrififtenra vntf> 

widi the be4> of more than 30 
defecting dqxities who had 
earlier backed Ml Erbakan's 
Islamist-led cabinet 


U.S. criticises Arab boycott 
of MENA economic forum 


DUBAI (AFP) — U.S. 
Commerce Secretary William 
Daley criticised Arab steies on 
Tues^y wUch boycotted the 
Middle East eccmomic confer- 
ence in Doha but said he was 
satisfied widi the results of the 
forum. 

'1 am really disappointed ^ 
the boycott by some Arab 
states." Me Daley told 
Importers at an international 
airshow in Dubai in the 
United Arab Emira tes (UAE). 

'T believe those who boy- 
cotted the conference have 
done a gre^ favour for the 
parties ^ch oppose peace in 
the region," Mr. Daley, 
who flew in fiom the confer- 
ence which was set to close on 


Tuesday. 

But te was “pleased with 
the outcome" of the fonim. 

“The United States would 
like to see all the countries of 
the region working hand-in- 
hand for peace," he said. 

Regiond powerhouses 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 
aJonig wiifi the UAE and sev- 
eral other Arab nations, stayed 
away fiom the Middle East 
and North Afiica economic 
conference because of Israel's 
participation. 

They decided on the boycott 
because of die deadlock in the 
pestee process, for which they 
blame Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Daley said Washington 


was interested in boosting 
commercial links with the 
Gulf Arab countries, already 
among its biggest markets and 
its main oil suf^liecs. 

“Ws are ready to woric widi 
this region to help it acquire 
technology and serve domes- 
tic devdc^nneDt," he said 

His figures showed trade 
between the U.S. and the 
UAE exceeded $2.5 billion in 
1996. The level is set to grow 
to S3 billion diis year, the 
commerce secretary said. 

Saudi Arabia is die biggest 
^GddIe East trading partner of 
the U.S., widi a two-way 
exchange of mpre than $1Q 
billion a year. 


Confirmed Somali death toll 
hits 1,265 as aid trickles in 


BARDERA (AFP) — The 
confirmed death toll in 
flooding in souths 
Somalia rose to 1.265 
Tuesday, but aid agencies 
still had only three small 
boats on the flooded Juba 
River a month after it burst 
its banks. 

But more are on their way, 
and so are four helicopters, 
hired from South Africa 
after an appeal to govern- 
ments around the world 
failed to produce any offers, 
though the Norwegian gov- 
ernment is supplying 10 
aluminium boats. 

Catherine Bertini. the 
executive director of the 
World Food I^gramme, 
who arrived Monday in 
gumboots for a trip on the 
river, said donors had so far 
provided just under half of 
the $10 million that aid 
agencies are seeking for this 
emergency. 

"We've got to have fund- 
ing now," she said at the 
river-side. “We'll stay as 
long as we need to." 

Lynn Geldof, spokes- 
woman for the Somalia 
Inter-Agency Flood 

Response, said the figure of 
1.265 dead was a body- 
count, "but we don't have 
figures from villages that 
are marooned." 

More than 200,000 people 
have fled their submeiged 
villages, and relief workers 
said Tuesday that the entire 
town of Beletwein, on the 
Shabdle River, had been 
moved to a hillside. 

At Bardera. midway down 
the Juba River, and where 
the airstrip is still fimcrioo- 
ing. tourist-boat drivers 
from Kenya take a few 


blankets, plastic sheeting, 
boxes of high-protein bis- 
cuits and m^cines to vil- 
lages up and down the river 
in an outboard-powered 

dinghy. 

Ac Marka, 10 kilometres 
upriver, the farms are silted 
over with up to a metie-and- 
a-half of mostly sand, and 
the sturdy little diesel-pow- 
ered pumps which drew irri- 
gation water from ±e Juba 
arc buried. 

The villagers at Marka 
who walk to the river to col- 
lect their supplies say they 
have little to eat, and that 
only five food storage pits 
remain intact to fe^ the 
150 families there. 

The floods destroyed 90 
of their houses, they say. 

Peter Rolfe, an agrono- 
mist working for the Italian 
agency Terra Nuova. pro- 
duces a high-tech gadget lit- 
tle bigger than a pocl^ cal- 
culator — incongruous in 
this primitive area — and 
takes an instant reading 
fitim a satellite (for relaying 
later to the helicopter pilots) 
of the precise location of 
this village. 

He says he needs to 
inspect the pits to see how 
much grain they contain, 
but foat tiiey usually hold 
between tfuee and 15 
tonnes. 

“Once the rains stop," he 
says, "the villagers will 
to dig out ±eir pumps 
and change the oil." 

Renaio Marai, an agrono- 
mist with the U.N. World 
Food Programme, estimates 
that only 20 to 25 per cent 
of the storage pits in rain- 
fed areas have been 
destroyed, but that the grain 


in most of those along the 
rivers is now inedible. 

In this area, he says, there 
is no starvation, and no 
malaria yet because die 
water is still Sowing fast 

Mr. Marai says relief 
agencies will have to feed 
the people of southern 
Somalia for four months or 
so, but that farmers will be 
able to plant soon after the 
rains stop. The r ains are pre- 
dicted to continue for at 
least a week. 

Mr. Rolfe, who is 
analysing the dqiosited silt, 
says that some fields can be 
replanted as they are. but 
th^ the silt from others will 
have to be removed. 

Aid agencies are woridng 
on the logistics of bringing 
food in fast — the four heli- 
copters are due to start oper- 
ating later this week — but 
concerned that an over-sup- 
ply of free food would mean 
farmers would be unable to 
sell their crops next year. 

"We have little tricks," 
says one of die boatmen. *Tf 
±e people in a village say 
they have nothing to eat, we 
ofter to buy food, with 
American dollars. 

Sometimes they offer us 
sacks of sorghum, but quite 
often they really don't have 
anything." 

The deputy district com- 
missioner of Bardera, 
Mohammad Sirad Omar, 
says the floods are the worst 
in living memory. 

“People are very fright- 
ened," he told AFP. 


Luxor massacre survivors speak of horror 



Militaiy soldiers carry the body of a terrorist after a shootout in the western bank of 
Luxor Monday. Suspected Islamists killed 69 tourists and 3 poEcemen in tiheir deadliest 
attack in Egypt so far when they attacked an ancient temple in the valley of the Queens 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sunnvors 
of the Luxor massacre made 
plans to return home on 
Tuesday, some with the bod- 
ies of their loved ones, and 
described how a visit to 
Egypt’s ancient temples 
tuniktohonoE 
A Swiss woman told 
reporteis she survived the 
attack by Islamists which left 
69 tourists dead in the south- 
ern town of Luxor on 
Monday by smearing betself 
widi tire blood of a victim and 
pretending to be dead. 

Rosemarie Dousse, one of 
the 25 injured, said she beard 
distant gunfire as she and 
other tourist got off their 
coach near the Queen 
Hatshepsut temple, one of 
Egypt's most pc^ar tourist 
anractions. also known as 
Deir A1 Bahri. 

Armed men cadered the 
tourists to kneel and began 
firing, sbe said. 

"A large man fell on top of 
me and a woman covered me 
too." Ms. Dousse sai± *T <mly 
had my aim and leg showing, 
so they fired 00 th^." 

Ms. Dousse recounted how 
the men then opened fire a 
second time, killing wounded 
people with a single shot to 
the head, before fleeing with 
some young ^ris they man- 
aged to round up. 

hid myself under the big 
man, soaked my bead scacf in 
blood and smeared myself 
with'iL My head was hi^n 
and 1 didn't move." she said. 

The teimists k^ coining 
back, singiag, daiuring, cry- 
ing “Allah, ^ah...", sbe said, 
adding that help was long in 
coming. 

Witnesses said the 
assailants, believed to num- 
ber at least six. sprayed tiie 
tourists with gunfire fiom 
assault rifles and used dag- 
gers when their bullets ran 


out. 

'They were bloodthirsty, 
mad,” said one witness. 

Aiiother witness said moth- 
ers tried to (xotect their chil- 
dren with their bodks. A five- 
year-old British girl was 
among the dead. 

Hie director of the Maadi 
armed forces hosfntal in 
Cairo, 14 of the wounded 

were treated in his facOiO'- 
Four were in critical condi- 
tion. 

'The most critical is a 
Japanese man who has inter- 
nal brain injuries and who 
was hit in the eye,'* Nabii 
Khallad told reporters. 

"Seven of the patients are in 
good shape arid can leave 
within 72 hours," he said, 

■iririing rhat among the 

woun^ were 10 Swiss, a 


German woman, the Jqianese 
and two Egyptians. 

Accozding to the intnior 
ministiy, the confirmed dead 
wete: 31 Swiss nationals, one 
Rench, one Bulgarian, eight 
Japai]ese, five Getznans, four 
Britons and one from 
Colombia. . 

Four Egyptians, including 
two police ofificers, and the 
six assailants were also killed, 
the interior ministcy said. 

On Mcmday the intericr 
ministcy said 67 people were 
killed, including 57 tourists, 
in die attack. 

Britain has confirmed the 
deaths of six Britons and 
Japan has said nine and possi- 
bly 10 of its nationals were 
killed in the attack. Germany 
on Monday gave four as the 
{xovisional number for its 


victims. 

The attack was the bloodi- 
est since armed Islamists 
Uujncjied an anti-^vemment 
campaign in March 1992. 

Among the Japanese vic- 
tims were four hooeymocHi- 
ing couples vdio were in a 
group of 11 — five coiqiles 
and dietr guide. 

Two cf die hcmeymoon 
couples were killed outright, 
one man was left a widower 
widi bullet wounds to the 
head and stomach and anodi- 
er man was dead his new 

wife’s fate as yet unknown. 

Jqtan was planning to fly 
relatives of casualties to 
(2aiio on Wafnesday, 
most of the embassies were 
also expected to lepatri^ die 
wound^ and the bodies of 
the victims. 



Netanyahu wants 
to ‘be like Arnold* 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Israeli Rhne Minister 
Benj’amin Netanyahu has a 
dream — to be like movie 
super-hero Arnold 

Schwarzenegger. Or so he 
told the muscle-bound 
Schwarzenegger on Monday 
when the two Stet for a tour 
at the Los Angeles Museum 
of Toterance. Repcwteis 
could not hear die full con- 
versation between the two 
men. bat they did overhear 
the embatd^ Netanyahu 
teUing Schwarzenegger. 
*i've seen all your mories, 
maybe I should aa like that" 
It was not clear which 
Schwarzenegger film 
Netanyahu was referring to: 
"Conan the Barbarian,’' 
*Tnie Lies" or die 
‘Teraiinatoi^ series. 

Dinner for three? 
That wiU be $22,000, 
please 

LONDON (R) — There i.s 
nothing unusual about three 
busiDKsmen ^nding 

around S370 on dinner in 
Londrai's exclusive Le 
Gavroche lestauranL But 
very few rack up a wine bill 
of $21,703 — and for good 
measure send back the most 
expensive bottle in the house 
because it was "a Itit young." 
The final damage — 
$22,076. "It's the best single 
bill I've seen from a srnall 
t^le in the 26 years I've 
been working here." manag- 
er Silvano Giialdin said. The 
highli g ht of the ev'ening was 
a botde of 19S5 Romanee 
Conti, the most expensiv’e on 
the list at $8347. But, "th^ 
thought die wine was a bit 
ycxmg so they adred us if we 
want^ to finish the bottle. 
We enjoyed ourselves. It was 
a p^ect wine," said 
Giialdin. 


Away from home, Netanyahu lashes 
out at Likud’s ‘very senior’ mutineers 


TEL AVTV (R) — A vexed 
Israeli IMme Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. lashmg 
out at rebels in his ruling 
Likud, said a palace revolt 
brewing behind his back 
wouid faQ in its goal of top- 
pi^ Urn. 

Burgeoning intonal opposi- 
tion exploded into open bade 
on Mcmday, as a high-profile 
T-iirud politician 'Nety 
senior'’ party figures, fed up 
vritb Mr. Netanyahu's leader- 
ship. were band^ togedier to 
pull the political rug out from 
under him 

*^o (me said it's easy to be 
a piinie minister," an anxious- 
soipcling Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israeli report er s covering his 
cuctent visit to the United 
States and Britain. 

It was Mr. Netanyahu's first 
public leqxxise to the strife 
diat party leaders have warned 
could (Mve the Ukud from 
power. 

*Tt’s no secret that certain 
coalition members... don't 
particularly love me, tb^ 
have their opinicxis, dieir 
ambitions, this isn't new," be 
said on Monday in Los 
Angeles. 

But Ml Netanyahu sai d he 
believed an “tfosolute majori- 
ty" of his irxxeasmgly shaky 
coalM(» of lawmakers and 
minis ters would “act responsi- 
bly, and not in the iiieqxxisi- 
atenner some p^le did 
\^e the prime minister was 


abroad." The beleaguered 
leader cut short bis visit on 
Mcmdr^. 

Aides indicated be was fly- 
ing to London for a Tuesday 
meeting with King Hussein, 
Israel's wannest Arab peace 
partner until Me Netanyahu 
dispatched secret a^mts to 
Amman, where they attempt- 
ed to kill a Hamas ofBcial. 

Though Mr. N^anysdiu's 
hardline policies have enraged 
die Arab World and aljen^ed 
Israel's crucial - ally 

Washington, die Likud crisis 
has litde to do with ideology. 

Two of Mr. Netanyahu's 
main adversaries in the revi^t. 
fonner Cattinet Minister 
Bony Begin and former 
Netanyahu loyalist and pa- 
sent Minister Liinor Lhmat, 
c Mitflanlc him to the ri^L 

Another two. ousted 

Finance Minister Dan 

Meridor and Tel Aviv Mayor 
Rcmi bfilo, anchor the par^s 
left-wing. 

Waiting in the wings to 
strive die top ^pot is 
Jerusalem Mayor Ehud 

Olmeit who has been known 
to swing both ways. 

A perceived power grab by 
pro-Netanyahu fcxces at a 
riotous p^ convention last 
week set off the snowballing 
mutiny. 

“We can't go on dus way," 
Me Meridor told a qiecial 
meeting of Likud leaders on 
Monday. 'The Likud must 


replace its chairman as prime 
ministec" 

'Tf Me Netanyahu contihucs 
to bead the Likud, be win drag 
it down to tihe ground," added 
Mr. BegiiL 

Analysts said Me 
N etanyahu would likely ride 
out the present rdiellion. But 
they said the prime minister's 
weakened p(>atioa me^ that 
crises to come would probar 
bly keep him fitom seei^ his 
term di^gh to its'eod in the 
year 2000. 

“Netany^u is in a very, 
very tou^ situation, and one 
that is growing worse,” said 
cnl nmnist Amnon Denkner 

P o litical cnmTn m tatnr 
Yaion Dekel said: 
“Netanyahu faces the most 
dangerous crisis sines be was 
^ipofoted prime minister." 

Ml N^anyahu became the 
first Israeli phne Ti-rinister to 
be (fixectiy elected by voters 
when he defeated Shimon 
Peres in a hsr^fbught 19% 
upset 

Under the new system, 80 
votes in the 120 seat parlia- 
ment are needed to force new 
elections for pime minister 
while allowing l^iriators to 
keep their seats. 

Tins is seen as hi^y 
unlikdiy. Mexe ptfoable is a 
scenario in which 61 "no" 
votes cause the entire govern- 
ment to faU. 

Mr. Netenyahu holds a slim, 
fractious six vote edge in the 


bouse. A contentious 
Deomiba’ budget vote orix)- 
craifideDce votes on peace 
moves could force new gener- 
al elections. 

Deputy Defence NGnister 
Sbalom cautioned fellow 
T-ikiid figures that new elec- 
tions would spell an opposi- 
tion Labour -vrin. 

Labour leader Ehud Barak, 
weD aware ()f dte pime Diizris- 
ter's woes, Uained him on 
Monday for die paralysis of 
Arab-Israeli peace moves. 
“Netanyahu is leadiiig us into 
a (ieadlock and possibly disas- 
ter,” Ml Barak said on a visit 

Mr. Shalom said Ukud 
would be untfole to field a new 
candidate to ccxnpete with for- 
mer anny chief Barak, even a 
p(^ar figure like Defence 
Mfoister'^fitzhak MordecdiaL 

“Whoever be^is unseat 
Nalany ahii at rime wiU 
Ixiiig about electkxis within 
60 days, and in diose elections 
Barak will win," Ml Shalom 
said 

Ml Barak, once neck and 
ned£ vnlh Ml Netanyahu in 
(^rimoD polls, has opened a 
in recent weeks. 

Ml MQo pointed to a diiid 
scenario on M(»day, in which 
as few as 12 Ukud rebels 
could seize the party name 
and funding, living Mr. 
Netanyahu a psaty charnruai 
without a pat^. 


Barak says Netanyahu leading Israel to possible disaster 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) —The 
leader of Israel's opposition 
Labour Party on Monday 
echoed his Prime Nfinister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
deniandiog Israel's security 
underacore any moves 
toward peace with the 
Palestinians, but he later crit- 
icised Benyamin Netanyahu 
for his policies. 

Labour leader, Ehud 
Barak, told an audience of 
Nordi American Jews th^ he 
could not support agree- 
ments with the Palestinians 
creating “insecure borders 
that are endless free-fire 
zones." 

“The purpose of peace is 
the security of Israel... we 
will not trade security for 
peace," the loi^-time Israeli 
general said, adopting the 
same tenor as Mr. 
Netanyahu's speech to the 
same group the night before. 

But in a news conference 


after his address to the 
General Assembly of the 
Council of Jewish 
Federations, Ml Barak 
placed responsibiliQ' for 
stalemated peace negotia- 
tions squarely on the prime 
minister , 

“II is Bibi’s bal:^,". Mr. 
Barak told rqporters, lefo^- 
ri^ to Mr. Netanyabu by 1^ 
nickname. *’’We feel 
Netanyahu is leading us into 
a deadlock and possibly di.v 
aster.” 

"A huiniliated'and'coereecl 
[Palestinian Piesideni 
Yasser] Arafat cannot be 
effective in strikiQg at the ter- 
rorist elements" in the occu- 
pied Palestinian tenitoriev. 
he said “For us, Arafat is n> n 
the ideal [negotiating] pan- 
iKL but he is the real one." 

He warned that the oppoi - 
turiity to reach a so-callcd 
“ final settlement" with the 
Palestinians granting them 


self-nile was limited, and and very easy to destroy," 
must be achieved “before the Mr. Barw told rqxjiters. 
next election." , “If you can convinite 

• Agreements witii odier (Netanyahu] to take a dou- 
Arab countries could follow, ble-U turn in his policies and 
Mr. Barak said, ualess behaviour" then Mr. Barak 
Islamist governments fliat said he ntighr consitfer join- 
oppose peace with Israel iiig a ndiooal unity govern- 
come into power. ment Mr. Netanyahu 

“Mutual trust [with the hinted .at during last week's 
Arab countries] is a of memorial rally frir dain 
substance that is vei;y diffi-. Prime -Minister Yitzhak 
cult TO build and ucciimiikite Rabin. 

The Embassy of Nigeria, Baghdad 

once again takes this opportunity to stress 
that under no circumstance should anyone 
respond to any business proposal from 
Nigeria without first seeking arid obtaining 
a status report from the Nigerian' Embassy 
on the persons or companies making such 
proposals. 

Embassy of Nigeria 
Baghdad 0096412431517- 


Banker toms back - 
on $1.6 milUon 
salary to become 
priest 

LONDON (AFP) — A lead- 
ing London b^ker vdio 
earns more than $1.6 million 
a year has turned his back on 
the world of high finance to 
become a Cath^ priest, il 
was rqxxted Tuesday. Hie 
Hmes said Jim O'boonell, 
36, chief executive officer at 
HSBC James C^iapel origi- 
nally from New York, h^ 
decided to leave his post in 
London to become a 
$10,000-a-year priest proba- 
bly in the U.S. ‘There was 
general di^lievii^ laugh- 
ter. He is hardly krown fix' 
being spirituaL'’ a colleague 
was queXed as sctying. 

Stallone toms down 
record fee for film in 
his old style 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Sylvester StalkMie has turned 
down $29 million, the 
biggest fee of his career, 
because he would be playing 
a tough guy agaia the Sun 
tabloid rqport^ Hiesday. 
'It's an action film and I 
think those kind of movies 
are dead and buried ix>w," he 
was quoted as saying. T'm 
not die greatest actor in the 
worid but I want to be a little 
bit more verstuile. I want to 
make films that stick in the 
meoiory a little longer than 
the time it takes to walk fiom 
ytxir seat to die movie the- 
atre." “If the right script 
came through me to play a 
homosexual, I wouldn't hes- 
itate," he 

Napoleon ‘every 
night, Josephine’ 
letter comes 
up for auction 

PARIS (AFP) — A letter 
from Napoleon Bon^iarte to 
his wife that seems to knock 
the "not tooigjit. Josej^une" 
myth on the be^ comes 
for auction in Paris 
Wednesday. T have not 
spent a ni^t without holding 
you in my arms." says the 
letter, part a fine coDeefien 
of Nrqxrieonic mementoes 
uiiich is expected to' fetch 
around $1 m^on. The items 
include manuscripts, paint- 
ings and furniture. 




